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Uitnodiging

voor het bijwonen van 

de openbare verdediging 

van het proefschrift

Nutrikinetics

Dinsdag 30 november 2010

om 10.00 uur

Agnietenkapel op de 

Oudezijds Voorburgwal 231 

in Amsterdam

Na afloop van de ceremonie 

is er een receptie. 

Vervolgens is er na afloop van 

de receptie van 12:30 tot 14:00 

een besloten lunch. 

Vanaf 19:30 is iedereen 

uitgenodigd om de promotie 

te vieren. Dit feest is voor 

iedereen open.

Paranimfen
Daniël Vis

Ferdi van Dorsten

Ewoud van Velzen

Oranjelaan 12

3135 ZN  Vlaardingen

010-4743497

Ewoud-van.Velzen@unilever.com

Eduwardus Jacobus Johannes (Ewoud) van Velzen was born on the 1st of 

June 1968 in Leiden, the Netherlands. After finishing his senior general 

secondary education in Bemmel, he moved to Arnhem, and later to Deventer, 

to study analytical chemistry. In 1991 he finished the secondary vocational 

education at the Hogeschool Interstudie and in 1994 he received his bachelor degree at the 

Hogeschool IJsselland. In the following year he started working at the University of Twente 

in Enschede where he gained technical expertise and knowledge of applied NMR and GC-

MS techniques. After successfully finishing this first year, he found a new challenge and 

decided to work as a computer programmer at Cap Gemini in Utrecht. After a short trainings 

trajectory, he was seconded to the ING bank in Amsterdam where he contributed in a (long-

term) software-based maintenance program related to the “Year 2000” problem. However, 

his strong affection with the analytical laboratory decided him to start a new career at 

the Research and Development laboratory of Unilever in Vlaardingen. In 1996 he moved 

to Vlaardingen and started as a food and detergent researcher within the spectroscopic 

department. In 9 years time he became fully operational in various analytical expertise 

areas including High Resolution NMR, FTIR, (FT)NIR, XRF, AAS, CD, UV-VIS etc. Captivated 

by the scientific challenges involving the chemometric data analysis, in 2005, he focussed 

on a rather new, promising and expanding bioanalytical research field called metabolomics. 

The initial successes and perspectives of metabolomics within Unilever led to a new joint 

initiative with some leading European partners. This European project allowed him to obtain 

a PhD degree at the University of Amsterdam which resulted in the writing of this thesis. To 

date he still works as a metabolomics researcher at Unilever in close collaboration with the 

University of Amsterdam. His main focus is to investigate the dynamic and static effects of 

food interventions (including gut microbial metabolism) within the human superorganism.
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