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Preface

It has been a great privilege to be a part of the ATLAS experiment at CERN—a place I
dreamed of in high school. In September 2008, when the very first protons were accelerated
simultaneously in both directions along the LHC ring, I was there. Unfortunately, 9 days
later, I also witnessed the fire department turn out because of an enormous helium leak in
the accelerator. The damage turned out so severe that the recovery took over a year. This
obviously interfered with the plans set out for my PhD research. Nevertheless, it allowed
me to perform detailed and interesting studies on simulated collisions and ultimately, I even
had the opportunity to “play” with the data that was recorded during the final months of
my PhD.

Manouk Rijpstra, November 2010, Amsterdam




