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Prefacee and Acknowledgements 

II started this research project in 1994 after the Somali state collapsed and the intervention of 
thee international community was already in full gear in the country. During this period I often 
readd and heard two explanations for the disintegration of the state, which were frequently 
reiteratedd in the writings emanating from conventional academic circles, journalists and 
occasionall observers and broadcasted by the media. Firstly, the collapse of the state is 
presentedd as an event which happened suddenly, as no historical explanation is proffered. 
Secondly,, primordial and violent clan politics are suggested to be the cause for the implosion 
off the state in Somalia. I found both explanations not only extremely shallow but also a-
historical,, static and idiosyncratic in nature. This dissatisfaction therefore is what motivated 
mee to embark on writing this dissertation. Rather, I am of the opinion that the collapse of the 
Somalii state must not be considered as a sudden event but as cumulative and incremental 
processs over a long period of time. It is thus very important to search out the causes of the 
presentt in the past. Only in this way can we comprehend and delineate the significant forces 
thatt have been at work in the destruction of Somalia. 

Thee purpose of the study is to probe below the simplistic headlines and examine the political 
economyy of the collapsed state through a historically informed inquiry. Phrased in another 
way,, the study discusses the collapse of the state within the dynamics of its own concrete 
historicall reality and specific formation. In this respect, the study explores to what extent the 
constraintss in the material environment and the misfortunes in the Somali history through time 
havee contributed to the disintegration of the state. I will also consider, however, in brief the 
initiativess undertaken to restore a stable political order in Somalia and the obstacles, which 
aree making it intractable. Since 1991, after the state collapsed, a post-conflict political 
developmentt has been in process in Somalia. This ongoing political process merits a careful 
monitoringg and, more importantly, further academic research. In short, this study is a modest 
contributionn to the knowledge in the field of Somali studies and to the ongoing debates, which 
focuss on the nature, construction, collapse and reconstitution of the contemporary states in 
Africa. . 

Afterr the September 11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon in the US, 
Somaliaa has once again captured the attention of the world media. This time Somalia was 
presentedd to the world not as a wretched place on earth, as was the case ten years ago but as 
ann active collaborator to an international crime. Somalia was alleged to have camps run by al 
Qaedaa militants who trained internationally operating terrorists. As a result, Somalia is now 
onee of the top-listed countries that harbour terrorist groups and America is contemplating an 
attackk on the country. This new development demonstrates how the absence of state authority 
andd law and order and the enduring political anarchy in Somalia remain a threat not only to 
thee Somalis living in the country but also can pose a threat to peace and security 
internationally. . 

Overr the past ten years, power and authority have been the most highly contested issues in 
Somalia.. Consequently, the political power in the country now is profoundly fragmented to 
nodess and myriads of rival powers organised along lines determined by locality, clans, militia 
factions,, warlords, and religion. Each of these power groups is locked in a fight against the 
restt and also attempts to marshal external military and financial support to win the domestic 
war.. It is in this way that the Somali protagonists in the country have been trying to 
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regionalisee and also internationalise their internal power struggles. And they have been 
gettingg assistance in one form or another from the neighbouring countries, Islamist groups and 
Somaliss in the Diaspora. In this respect, the ongoing political conflict in Somalia is a good 
examplee of how a local conflict raging in a remote comer in the world can still entangle itself 
inn wider regional and international power struggles. 

Thee global political development after the September 11 attacks makes the conflict and post-
conflictt analysis in Somalia that I have discussed in the book significant in two respects. 
Firstly,, it is becoming very urgent now more than ever to thoroughly analyse and understand 
thee root causes and dynamics of intra-state, interstate and regional conflicts wherever they 
takee place. This is imperative if we want to prevent localised conflicts from escalating further 
andd contain them in the zones where they have originated. Secondly, if certain localised and 
domesticc conflicts are ignored or not dealt with constructively but allowed to drag on as in 
Somaliaa or Afghanistan, they are likely to have dangerous global ramifications. For instance, 
oncee again the domestic conflict in Somalia is becoming internationalised. In 1992, the 
internationall community led by the United States intervened in Somalia to restore order and 
stabilisee the violent conflict raging in the country but that mission was withdrawn after a short 
while.. Now after Afghanistan, America is planning to surgically bomb the suspected terrorist 
sitess in Somalia. However, this kind of ad-hoc muscle flex is not a sensible strategy and will 
notnot succeed in subduing chronic conflicts like this in Somalia. In fact, conflicts like this in 
Somaliaa require a constant and long-time engagement in order to be managed and stabilised 
ratherr than ad-hoc interventions, a jolt of military muscle and prompt exit. 

Theree are many people who contributed to the intellectual development in the preparation of 
thiss book over the past seven years. I should never have come so far without their support. I 
amm grateful to them. Four people played a central role in the writing of this dissertation. First, 
II would like to thank to Prof. Gerd Junne who agreed to be my principal supervisor of this 
doctorall research. I was extremely lucky to have Prof. Junne as a mentor. His kindness, 
patiencee and his confidence in me helped me to overcome my early inhibitions and insecurity. 
Thee perceptive mind and critical comments of my co-promotor Dr. Henk Overbeek helped 
clearr the confusions of some of my concepts. Paul Aarts supported me in so many ways. He 
waswas not only a committed co-promotor but was a good friend who was always ready to help 
wheneverr I sought his assistance. I am glad to know such a wonderful human being. My 
externall supervisor Prof. Ahmed Samatar was a source of encouragement. Despite his hectic 
schedule,, Prof. Samatar read the entire first and second draft of the manuscript and his 
constructivee critique and comments have provided me with the greatest stimulus to develop 
myy ideas and research. He remains a source of intellectual inspiration to me. I will not forget 
thee affection and the hospitality I received from him and his wife Mariene when I visited them 
inn America. Each one of these four mentors has been of great help in commenting on the text 
andd gradually improving it. From each of you I learned a great deal. Of course, I take full 
responsibilityy for how I presented the narrations in the book and the conclusions I have made. 

Theree are also a number of colleagues and friends at the University of Amsterdam to whom I 
amm very thankful since their presence in the department of political science made my life a 
pleasantt one. Here, I thank Alex Fernandez, Jacqueline Vel, Marja Dreef, Leo Douw, Mehdi 
Amineh,, Raymond Feddema, Henk Houweling, Nimako Kwame, and Marieke Riethof. My 
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twoo people were in fact instrumental for me to undertake this research project. In the early 
stagess of this research they contributed enormously to my intellectual development. 

Att some point in time the continuation of this research would not have been possible without 
thee financial support of Stichting De Zaaier. For this, I am extremely grateful to Mia Berden. 

Outsidee the academic world there are many others who stimulated me in the writing of this 
research.. For this I thank Adri Nieuwhof, Christine van der Zee, Ingrid Jager, Abdurahman 
Adamm Samatar, Abdullahi Adam, and Zeinab Jumale. I am grateful to Anthea Hamaker for 
herr help with editing the book and also Pirn van Harten and Martin Sieperman for their 
supportt in the final stage of the thesis. And last but not by means least, a very special debt of 
gratitudee to Juliettee Verhoeven because of her love, support and patience. 
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