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APPENDIX 1: The Frame of Chinese Stereotypes 
 
 
The following is a list of common Chinese stereotypes in Suriname 
that were noted in the various media and during interviews, parti-
cularly – but not exclusively – with non-Chinese; ethnic Chinese 
informants, in particular Laiap, also often displayed interesting 
stereotypical views of Chineseness in Suriname. 
 
Table 6: Chinese Stereotypes in Suriname 

NEGATIVE POSITIVE 

CONTAMINATION 

Chinese are nasty.  

Chinese spread diseases (SARS, Bird 
Flu). 

 

You never know what you’re eating 
if you have Chinese food. 

Chinese food is healthy. 

The Chinese population is taking 
over; Numbers of Chinese immi-
grants are increasing (‘The Yellow 
Peril’). 

Most people in Suriname have a 
Chinese ancestor. 

Their primary loyalties are to China 
or the local Chinese organizations; 
They are one big family that ex-
tends from China across the world. 

 

Chinese don’t belong here; They are 
foreigners, on their way to other 
countries.  

Suriname wouldn’t be Suriname 
without the Chinese. 

All Chinese are members of mafia or 
triads; They are all involved in se-
cret societies that perpetuate the 
vices of illegal immigration, gam-
bling, drugs and prostitution. 

Chinese hardly ever get in trouble 
with the police. 

BUSINESS 

Chinese people are too hard wor-
king and intelligent; Chinese here 
are too obsessed with their occu-
pations; They are a-political, only 
interested in making money. 
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Chinese (men) are shopkeepers; 
China is represented by the Chinese 
shop, take-away, etc.; All Chinese 
are urban dwelling merchant-
middlemen who tend to cluster in 
Chinatowns. 

There are many Chinese profes-
sionals such as doctors and 
lawyers. 

They are cutthroat and unscrupu-
lous in business; They are all im-
mersed in an intricate web of 
‘networks’ by which they achieve 
unfair advantages in business; Chi-
nese like to take advantage of 
locals. 

Chinese are naturally business-
minded; Most Chinese are success-
ful and achieve upward mobility 
within a single generation. 

Chinese pose a threat to local busi-
ness; Chinese disturb the overall 
workings of this country; Chinese 
businessmen are exploiting locals. 

Chinese workers are an example for 
us; Surinamese could always pur-
chase stuff on credit from Chinese 
shopkeepers. 

SUBMISSION 

(Assertive Chinese will be called 
‘aggressive’); Chinese people are 
disrespectful, rude and racist. 

Chinese here are shy, quiet, and 
unobtrusive; Chinese are soft-
spoken, polite, respect age, and 
are innocent victims of racism. 

Chinese are physically weaker 
people; Chinese men have no mus-
cles; Chinese are a submissive 
people. 

Don’t mess with Chinese shop-
keepers, they might know martial 
arts. 

Chinese are cruel and violent Chinese martial arts are defensive 
and require years of training under 
a master; All Chinese know martial 
arts. 

Power-mad sadists and faceless 
hordes ready to do their leaders’ 
bidding. 

Chinese are solid, simple, coura-
geous folk, steadfastly taking what 
fate deals them. 

Chinese girls are subservient; (old) 
Chinese women are horrible dragon 
ladies. 

Chinese women are elegant and 
graceful  

Chinese men are obsessed with their 
tiny dicks. 

Chinese women are desirable. 

INSCRUTIBILITY 

Chinese are inscrutable; Chinese are 
clannish and their community is 
closed to the outside world; There 
are special menu cards for Chinese 
in Chinese restaurants. 

Chinese are mysterious. 
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Chinese are a homogenous mass of 
similar-looking people; Chinese have 
no individuality. 

Chinese are disciplined, hardwor-
king and get things done, they’re 
like ants. 

ALIENNESS 

Chinese music is horrible and discor-
dant noise. 

 

Chinese language is completely un-
intelligible (“It’s all Chinese to me”); 
Chinese just won’t stop speaking 
Chinese. 

 

Chinese writing is scribble. Chinese calligraphy is almost 
impossible to learn. 

Chinese eat disgusting things, like 
rats and mice; Chinese are dog 
eaters; Chinese eat rice or noodles 
with chopsticks all the time. 

Chinese cuisine is highly develop-
ped; it is very difficult to order 
properly in a Chinese restaurant. 

CIVILIZATION 

Chinese are superficial peasants; 
Chinese are inferior, uneducated 
lower class people. 

Chinese are profoundly spiritual, 
because of their ancient philoso-
phies. 

Chinese tradition and religion are not 
as civilized as Western traditions; 
Chinese are heathens. 

Chinese culture is ancient. 

All Chinese are addicted to gam-
bling. 

Mah-jong is a complex and fun 
game that everyone with a Chinese 
background can teach you. 
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The following is a list of Laiap statements on New Chinese and Suri-
namese-Chinese encountered in the media and during interviews, 
organized according to the matrix of Chinese stereotypes in Surina-
me above. 
 
Table 7: Content of 'Surinamese-Chinese' Label 

NEW CHINESE SURINAMESE-CHINESE 

CONTAMINATION 

Their numbers are increasing; 
They’re flooding into Suriname. 

Though we are a minority, our num-
bers are not as low as everyone 
thinks; Our contributions to Surina-
mese society are greater than our 
numbers would suggest. 

They are foreigners and temporary 
residents on their way to other 
countries.  

We are loyal Surinamese citizens. 

They are members of mafia or 
triads, involved in illegal immigra-
tion, gambling, drugs and prostitu-
tion. 

We don’t get in trouble with the 
police. 

BUSINESS 

They are a-political and only inte-
rested in making money. 

We deserve to have a say in what 
goes on here. 

They all run supermarkets. We have many professionals such 
as doctors and lawyers. 

They cannot be trusted; They are 
all immersed in an intricate web of 
‘networks’ and connections by 
which they achieve unfair advanta-
ges in business; They take advan-
tage of locals. 

We are naturally business-minded; 
We are successful and achieve up-
ward mobility within a single gene-
ration. 

They pose a threat to local busi-
ness; They are a disturbance to the 
overall workings of this country; 
They are exploiting locals. 

We are an example for the locals. 

SUBMISSION 

They are aggressive, disrespectful, 
and racist. 

We are quiet and unobtrusive; We 
are soft-spoken and polite. 

They are cruel and violent. We are peaceful. 

They will do anything for money. We are simple and hardworking 
people. 

Their women are prostitutes. Our women are elegant and 
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graceful. 

INSCRUTIBILITY 

They are all the same (Zetgongzai). We are all disciplined and get things 
done. 

ALIENNESS 

They speak all kinds of different 
dialects; They refuse to speak 
Sranantongo. 

We speak Kejia; We speak the 
language of the land (Sranantongo 
/ Dutch). 

They eat eels caught in the gutters; 
More dog meat is eaten here since 
they arrived. 

We have introduced many Chinese 
elements to Surinamese cuisine. 

CIVILIZATION 

They are dirty, inferior, uneducated 
lower class people. 

We are respectable, well-educated, 
middle and upper class people. 

They are addicted to gambling. We brought many good things to 
this place, like Mah-jong, ROSCAs, 
songbird culture, kites, foodstuffs, 
etc. 

They are rude and disrespectful. We are polite and respect our 
elders. 


