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This study analyzes the dynamics of factionalism among the political elite 

in the Islamic republic of Iran (IrI) and the approaches of the different 

political factions to economic, socio-cultural, and foreign policy issues from 

the Islamic revolution in 1979 until 2007. The Islamic revolution caused a 

fundamental change in the composition of the political elite in Iran, whose 

secular oriented members were replaced by mainly clergies and religious 

laypersons. The nature of the political system of the IrI is unique as it is 

based on: a combination of state institutions that derive their legitimacy from 

Islamic law - the religious supervisory bodies - and republican institutions 

legitimized by the people - the legislative, the executive, and the judiciary. 

legal political parties do not exist in the IrI. Political factions represent the 

different approaches to economic, socio-cultural, and foreign policy. These 

different approaches are based on diverse ideological and material interests 

of the members of the factions and the groups that support them. It is 

argued that factional rivalries and tensions inherent to the structure of state 

institutions prevent the implementation of fundamental reforms in the 

economic, socio-cultural and foreign policy areas in Iran.  


