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Computers are useless. They can only give you answers.

—Pablo Picasso

PREFACE

Althought there is only one name on the cover of this thesis, I am well aware that
this booklet could only have been finished with the help, support and love of a
whole lot of people. I truly feel that I stood on the shoulders of giants. Fortunately,
finishing this thesis also means I get to thank all these people in print, so here we
go:

First and foremost I want to thank my two great supervisors, Maarten van
Someren and Bob Wielinga. It all started when I met Maarten in the elevator in the
UvA Psychology building and he asked me whether I'd be interested in a Ph.D.
position “doing something with learning and ontologies’. I distinctly remember
one of our first meetings in which we postponed the choice for either Bob or
Maarten as ‘daily supervisor” to a later date depending on the direction the
research would take. But even years later, when the thesis was almost completed,
we were still having our three-way meetings. For me personally, this situation
was perfect and I am sure that my research and this thesis benefited greatly from
the synthesis of the flavours of research of Bob and Maarten.

Bob, thank you for your tireless attention to detail, your sharp questioning,
awesome Prolog skills and for making everything I wrote down ten times better. I
will surely miss the hours of going through the lists of artist names my algorithms
spat out.

Maarten, thank you for your enthousiasm, for coming up with new ideas and
methods and for always pushing me to explicitely state and then question all my
assumptions. I really enjoyed working with you and I am happy that we could
prolong our cooperation for a little while in the SiteGuide project.

Many thanks to Jan Wielemaker for helping me out with the Prolog program-
ming. I can definitely recommend having the lead developer for your program-
ming language of choice work at your department. Anjo Anjewierden, thanks a
lot for your wonderful piece of software, tOKo and for assisting me in working
with it.

To the rest of all the wonderful people at the HCS laboratory: I hope I never
made it a secret that it was the perfect work environment for me. It was really
stimulating to work at a place with so many nice and smart people with such a
broad range of research interests. Especially to my old roommates Sophijka, Vera
and Niels and the ’fifth roommate’ Mattijs: thanks a lot for all your advice, gossip
and support. Thanks to Andi and Abdo for being awesome new roommates.
Henriette, Gerben, Jochem, Katja, Simon, Floris, Miriam, Patrick, Frank, Marcel,
Wico, Vanessa, Frank, Bert, Frits, Wouter, Wouter, Sennay, Jafar, Naser, Jacobijn,
Anders, Noor, Floor, Hamideh, Pieter and Saskia, I will really miss the discussions,
talks, pingpong matches, pannenkoekenboottrips and other AIO-uitjes, the wise
words and the comradery I enjoyed at HCS.
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I consider myself lucky to have played a small part in the MultimediaN E-
Culture team, with it’s prize winning demonstrator. It is very rewarding to see
your results being used in a real world application. Thank you Guus Schreiber
and Jacco van Ossenbruggen for supervising this great project. Thanks to Borys,
Anna, Laura, Lynda, Alia, Zhiseng and Ronny. I'd especially would like to thank
Michiel Hildebrand for his help on the TIMEX2 stuff in Chapter 3 and Mark van
Assem for his friendship and support.

Thanks to Gijs Geleijnse, Willem van Hage and the other Ontology Learners
who showed me that I wasn’t the only one in the Netherlands working on these
problems. And of course to the Semantic Web Summer School "Class of “05".

Lieve Floraboys and -girls: bedankt. Merlijn, Carolijn en Tim dat jullie lieten
zien dat het wel degelijk mogelijk is en dat mislukking geen optie was. Dank
jullie Jurriaan, Berend, Joost, Jeannine, Tijmen, Lara, Michiel, Alexa en Amber,
David, Olivier, Misha, Kirsten, Laura, Sicco, Wendy, Wybren, Frank, Jitske, Frank
en Rigtje voor jullie jarenlange trouwe vriendschap. Ik heb nooit alleen gelopen.

Rob, Carla, Mijnt, Karel en Jannes: de steun van een goede schoonfamilie en
aanhang valt niet te onderschatten, dank jullie wel.

Papa, Mama en Hannah, dit proefschrift is het eindpunt van een 25 jaar durende
opleiding. Jullie stonden al die tijd langs de zijlijn te juichen en hebben me de
broodnodige steun, stimulans en duwtjes in de rug gegeven. Dit proefschrift is
voor jullie.

En als laatste natuurlijk mijn lieve Marije. Het is echt geen overdrijving om te
zeggen dat ik het zonder jou nooit gekund had. Je bracht de rust en liefde die ik
nodig had om dit project tot een goed einde te brengen. Dank je voor alles.



