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MidwayMidway this way of life we 're bound upon, 
II  woke to find myself in a dark wood, 

WhereWhere the right road was wholly lost and gone. 

Dante,, Inferno, 1:1-3, the Road to Hell. 

GodGod produces various substances according to 
thethe different views that he has of the universe 

andand through God's intervention the individual nature 
ofof each substance is such that what happens to one 

correspondscorresponds to what happens to all others, 
withoutwithout any one acting immediately on any other. 

Leibniz,, Discourse on Metaphysics, § 14. 

ItIt  is proven, he said, that all cannot be but the way it is. 
ForFor because everything has been made for a certain purpose, 

everythingeverything has therefore been made for the best purpose. 
JustJust look: man was created to wear glasses, so we wear glasses. 

ItIt  is clear that we have feet to wear shoes, and so we wear shoes. 
RocksRocks have been made to carve stone from; the Baron has a very 
finefine castle: it goes without saying that the most prominent Baron 
ofof the Province should have the finest dwelling; and because pigs 
existexist to be eaten, we eat pork all year long. That is why those who 

saysay that everything is fine commit an act of great foolishness: 
everythingeverything could simply not be better. 

Voltaire,, Candide, or the Optimism. 
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