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About the author 

Kees van der Geest is a human geographer and an – untrained – documentary film 
maker specialised in rural livelihood dynamics. He was born in Joure (Friesland, the 
Netherlands) on June 23, 1975. As a child he lived in Cameroon for one year, where 
his father carried out anthropological fieldwork. Before he was born, his parents had 
lived in Ghana for over three years, his mother as a nurse and his father as a 
seminarian and as a sociology student at the University of Legon, Accra. After 
finishing his secondary school education in Leiden in 1993 he took a gap year in 
Spain to learn Spanish. Upon return he decided to study human geography at the 
University of Amsterdam. Two years later, at the point where he had to choose a 
specialisation, he took a two-year break from his studies to explore Latin America. 
He worked as a volunteer in a national park and as an interpreter for a documentary 
film about the death of Ernesto Che Guevara in Bolivia. Back in the Netherlands he 
continued his studies specialising in the environmental geography of developing 
countries. Between October 1999 and September 2000 he carried out fieldwork in 
Northern Ghana as part of a larger research project about the Impact of Climate 
Change on Drylands (ICCD). This resulted in a Master’s thesis entitled We’re 

managing! Climate change and livelihood vulnerability in Northwest Ghana, 
(published by the African Studies Centre in 2004). Upon completion of his Master’s 
thesis in 2002 he was appointed PhD researcher at the Amsterdam institute of 
Metropolitan and International Development Studies (AMIDSt). The first three 
months of his PhD were spent at the University of Sussex (Brighton, U.K.) where he 
followed a course on migration theory. In the spring of 2003, he followed the PhD 
training programme of the Dutch inter-university research school for development 
studies (CERES). As part of the PhD project he spent a total of 23 months in Ghana, 
spread over three periods.  
 
In September 2006 he joined the teaching staff of the department of Geography, 
Planning and International Development Studies of the University of Amsterdam. 
During four academic years he taught several courses, including Human Geography 
of Developing Countries, Environment and Sustainable Development and 
Introduction to Development Studies. He also supervised seven Master’s students 
who all carried out fieldwork in Ghana.   
 
In December 2006 he made his first, award-winning, short documentary Shit and 

Chicks, about a poultry farmer in Northwest Ghana, which premiered at the 
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International Documentary Festival Amsterdam (IDFA). In the two subsequent 
years his film was screened at over twenty film festivals worldwide. Late 2008 he 
joined his girlfriend Eva in Granada (Spain) and in 2009 they became the proud 
parents of a son. Kees is presently part-time employed by the University of 
Amsterdam as a researcher in the Participatory Assessment of Development 
research project (http://www.padev.nl). He also has a small company, called 
Mudcastle Productions, that specialises in documentary film making and research 
consultancies. Among his first clients have been the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the Royal Tropical Institute (KIT) in 
Amsterdam and an EU-funded research project on environmental migration.  
 
Kees van der Geest can be contacted at geest@uva.nl or through his website 
http://www.keesvandergeest.nl.   
 


