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We lost a good friend and a 
dedicated advocate of a Social 
Europe.       
In the second half of August I 
received the message that Brian 
Bercusson had died. 
Fortunately, I was on time to go 
to his funeral in London with 
his family and friends.  
Brian (born in Canada in 1947) 
belonged to the most faithful 
friends with his bright opinions 
and in-depth knowledge. We 
had him as a keynote speaker 
at several of our seminars and 
he was a true advisor in the 
field of transnational issues of 
labour law and workers’ rights.  
Our cooperation dates back as 
early as 1990 as the European 
Federation of Building and 
Woodworkers started to 
campaign for equal treatment 
at the workplace within the 
framework of the free 
movement of workers. From 
that moment on, we had a 
trustful and critical supporter of 
a lobby process that later on 
brought us the Posting of 
Workers Directive. And it was in 
this field that Brian continued 
to back up the European trade 
union movement with excellent 
assessments of the ECJ-cases on 
Viking, Laval and Rüffert.  
I also remember him as the 
ideal external advisor of the 
Employment and Social Affairs 
Committee of the European 
Parliament from the moment 
that the Action Programme, 
based on the European Social 

Charter, was implemented.  
His amazing production with 
basic studies and position papers 
will stay with us. 
 
The contributions in this issue of 
CLR-News would probably have 
had Brian’s approval. 
Charles Woolfson gathers up the 
threads of the free movement 
and workers’ rights debate, and 
in my own contribution I have 
added a next episode in the long 
list of ECJ-cases.  
The hard core of this issue is for a 
set of reviews. First of all about 
migration, introduced by Jörn 
Janssen, who invited experts to 
review several migration studies. 
Secondly on low-wage work, 
introduced by myself, with again 
a review team of several experts. 
I would like to thank the 
colleagues for their kind 
cooperation and I do hope that 
the studies reviewed will find 
their way to our readers.  
 
 
 

 

Jan Cremers, 
AIAS/MEP 
5 October 2008. 
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