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Part III
Summarising Search Results

In the third and final part of this thesis we study summarisation of sets of search
results. The Web contains massive amounts of data and information, and infor-
mation overload is a problem for people searching for information on the Web. A
query returns thousands of documents, and even single documents can be some-
times as large as complete books. Since space on the result page is limited,
we cannot show many separate documents in the result list. Therefore we study
whether we can summarise sets of documents into a word cloud: a set of keywords
visualised in the shape of a cloud.

In the previous part of this thesis we have seen that for the task of entity
ranking it is important to minimise the amount of redundant information in the
result list, that is for the entity ranking task each result should describe a different
entity. Entities were represented by their Wikipedia page or their homepage.
Instead of selecting a single Web page to represent an entity, we can select all
relevant documents to represent an entity. In the coming chapters search results
are grouped according to relevancy, subtopics, entities and also complete result
pages are summarised.

In Chapter 5 we start by investigating the connections between tag or word
clouds and the language models as used in IR. In Chapter 6 we continue the work
on word clouds by investigating whether word clouds can be used to convey the
topic and relevance of Web search results.
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