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IX 

Preface 

"What would you like to have for lunch, miss? Soup (soto), vegetable salad (pecel or gado-
gado)? You will enjoy it". This is the way I was greeted by the owner of the foodstall at 
the market of Sawahlunto. This happened one day when Mohammad Sobari and I were 
doing research on Minangkabau entrepreneurship in the village of Silungkang in August 
1992. I did not respond to her kind offer immediately. On the other hand, curious to know 
where she came from, my first reaction was to ask her: "How long have you been living 
here?" She answered surprisingly: "My family have been here since the time my 
grandfather worked here as a contract labourer. There used to be a lot of contract and 
convict labourers here, from Java, Sunda, Makassar, and Madura. I think this is little 
Indonesia, here". 

This brief chat reminded me of the experiences of the Javanese contract labourers 
on East Sumatran plantations that were studied by Jan Breman. His book has been a source 
of inspiration and has stimulated me to re-examine labour control through the use of 
physical violence imposed by the state in the case of the Ombilin coal-mines. The result of 
my study is to be found in this book. 

This book would not have been written without the help of many persons and 
agencies. First of all, I feel deeply indebted to my supervisor, Heather A. Sutherland. To 
her I offer my special thanks for the inspiring way in which she counselled and guided me 
throughout my research. It was she who introduced me to the new academic environment, 
and imbued me with worthwhile ideas. Thanks to her I have gained the self-confidence to 
accomplish the arduous task of amassing rare and valuable sources of information about 
mining during the Old Order regime I had set myself. Henk Schulte Nordholt as my co-
promotor has guided my footsteps and given me many detailed and valuable suggestions 
about the contents of my book. To me he is more than academic supervisor, he is also a 
practical counsellor. Unfortunately, I was not in a position to follow his advice that it 
would be a good idea to join him in going into the underground mine, when he visited 
Sawahlunto in 1996.1 also owe to his family many thanks for their unfailing hospitality. 

I offer my special gratitude to all the members of my promotion committee: Peter 
Boomgaard, Jan Breman, Marcel van der Linden, Peter Post, and Willem van Schendel for 
their willingness to review the thesis. From the beginning, Jan Breman has provided 
comments at various stages of my project. I also felt fortunate at having been roommates at 
CASA-ASSR with Peter Boomgaard, with whom I could discuss various stages of my 
research project and who improved my poor English. Anton Blok and Otto van den 
Muijzenberg provided criticism and valuable comments on this research. Rosemary 
Robson-McKillop corrected the whole English text with great dedication and under a great 
deal of time pressure. 

To Hans Sonneveld, José Komen, Annelies Dijkstra, Albertine van Peursen, Karin 
Peperkamp, Miriam May, and other staff of CASA-ASSR I also express my deep 
gratitude for their help during my study. 

I am also indebted to Thomas Lindblad, Freek Colombijn, Simone Prodollit, Robert 
Cribb, Amarjit Kaur, Fred Diehl, and Anthony Reid. Every one of them has contributed to 
the accomplishment of my book. Amarjit Kaur and Anthony Reid in particular have 



introduced me to various scholars (in Armidale and Canberra), who have broadened and 
deepened my insights into socio-economic and political aspects of the history of the 
mining industry in Southeast Asia and in the Pacific. Irfan Effendi, Suribidari, and 
Zaiyardam Zubir very enthusiastically assisted me to collect the materials needed for my 
book when we were in Jakarta, Bandung, and West Sumatra. 

Peter Keppy, Wu Xiao An, Minna Saavala, Sikko Visscher, Agrar Sudradjat, Pujo 
Semedi, Faye Yik-Wei Chan, Kutut Suwondo, Made, Marieke Bloembergen, Gail Hardy, 
Ruli Marianti, Marc van der Meer, Margaret Sleeboom, Ingmar Westerman, and Isao 
Yamazaki have been my colleagues at CASA-ASSR with whom I have shared my weal 
and woe. I also thank. Mohamad Hisyam, Masyhuri, Gde Parimartha, 'Tante' Lies 
Walraven, Mona Lohanda, Yoko Hayashi, Yuke, Joanna Kao, Agus Surpriyono, and 
J.R.Chaniago for their help. Special thanks to 'Tante' Betsy (E.Winarta) who expended a 
great deal of her time re-reading the whole text. In the middle of their extraordinarily busy 
work, Listiyorini Gunarto and Ratna Saptari are still willing to help me as my paranymphs: 
thank you. 

I have to thank the Directors of Centre for Social and Cultural Studies (PMB-LJJPI), 
Pak Hilman Adil and Riwanto Tirtosudarmo who have given me permission to be absent at 
PMB-LIPI since 1994. Pak Thee Kian Wie has read the earliest versions of my research. 
Pak Taufik Abdullah has helped me to solve the administrative problems, especially those 
that cropped up at the last stages of my study. 

This research was funded by the Centre for Asian Studies Amsterdam, Amsterdam 
School for Social Science Research (CASA-ASSR). The Netherlands Organisation for 
Scientific Research (NWO) provided a travel and editing grant. I am very much obliged to 
them for their generous support. I am also indebted to the Embassy of the Indonesian 
Republic that has solved my financial problem during the final stages of my study. To Pak 
Abdul Irsan and Pak TR. Andi Lolo, I owe my special thanks. 

I must express my gratitude to the staff members of the State Archives (ARA) in 
The Hague, the Royal Institute of Linguistics and Anthropology (KITLV) in Leiden, 
Stichting Mondelinge Geschiedenis Indonesië (SMGI-KITLV) Leiden, the Royal Tropical 
Institute (KIT) in Amsterdam, Nederlands Instituut voor Oorlogs Documentatie (MOD) 
(Amsterdam), International Institute of Social History (IISG), Amsterdam, the Arsip 
Nasional Republik Indonesia (ANRI) in Jakarta, the National Library (Perpustakaan 
Nasional), Jakarta, the Hicks Collection, LIPI, Jakarta, the library of the Department of 
Mining and Energy, Jakarta, the Arsip Pertambangan (the Mining Archives), Bandung, the 
Arsip Perusahaan Ombilin (PTBA-UPO), Sawahlunto, the Pusat Dokumentasi Sejarah dan 
Kebudayaan Minangkabau, Padang Panjang, the libraries of the Faculties of Economics 
and Literature and Social Political Sciences, University of Andalas. 

I am also very grateful to the Minister of Mining and Energy, Pak Kuntoro 
Mangkusubroto, and the Director of PTBA-UPO, Iwan Setiawan, for permitting me to 
conduct research at Ombilin, as well as to his staff members. It would be impossible for 
me to mention all their names. Nevertheless, without their help I would not have been able 
to write the book. 

This research has been partly based on the results of interviews with former 
directors, overseers, foremen, local bureaucrats, leaders of political parties, trade unions, 



socio-cultural associations, and last but not least with the former miners and their families 
in the Netherlands and in Indonesia. The interviews reflect their perceptions, attitudes, and 
interpretations of their daily experience. In order to gain an insight into the work rhythm of 
the miners, I participated in their daily life in the mines and in the barracks. This book is 
dedicated to all of them. 

My mother, Zubaidah Djamaris, my brother and sister, Helmi Tanjung and Diah, 
have had a great share in stimulating me in my studies. Unfortunately, my father has 
passed away and could no longer witness the fruits of my study. Finally, I am grateful to 
my husband, Erman Aminullah, who has put up with my absence from home for a number 
of years. Without his sacrifices I would not have been in a position to accomplish my 
thesis. 

Leiden, 

September 1999. 




