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Propositions of the thesis 

The Role of Flame Retardants in Allergic 
Responses to House Dust Mite 

 

1. In sensitization to house dust mite, a dendritic cell driven Th2 cell response 
alone is not sufficient to induce allergen specific antibody response in mice.  
(This Thesis) 
 

2. Inhalation of flame retardant HBCD contributes to allergen sensitization 
by enhancing inflammatory cytokines in mice. (This Thesis) 
 

3. Exposure to HBCD skews the allergen induced activation of human 
dendritic cells towards an allergic phenotype. (This Thesis) 
 

4. Exposure to alternative flame retardants PFRs do not enhance the 
development of allergic asthma. (This Thesis) 
 

5. The effects of flame retardants on sensitization to allergens are dependent 
on their type and exposure dose, maturation status of dendritic cells and 
presence of allergens. (This Thesis) 
 

6. “Love is in the air but the air is highly polluted.” (Amit Abraham) 
 

7. “Because tobacco is responsible for an impressive one-third of cancers, 
prevention efforts naturally begin with it.” (Bernard Levin) 
 

8. “Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now is the time 
to understand more, so that we may fear less.” (Marie Curie) 
 

9. “Just because something doesn't do what you planned it to do doesn't mean 
it's useless.” (Thomas A. Edison) 
 

10. “Remember your humanity, and forget the rest.” (Bertrand Russell) 
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