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Tens of thousands of wind turbines are in operation worldwide today. This 
book gives a detailed account of the rise of modern wind energy technology 
in California and Denmark, its cradle. There is a world of difference between 
the approaches to the development of wind power in these two countries. In 
Denniark, groups of neighbors stimulated its decentralized, small-scale use and 
gradual development, while futuristic-looking large-scale wind farms sprouted 
like mushrooms on the Californian hills. However, the thriving Californian 
market did not result in a successful American wind turbine industry. In contrast, 
the Danish industry currently produces more than half the world output of 
turbines. 
In Winds of Change, Rinie van Est describes how and to what extent public 
policies influenced the development of wind energy technology and industry 
in California and Denmark. He explains the marked differences between the two 
countries by lookingatthe way in which policy makers, technicians and entre
preneurs -in interplay-shaped the development of wind power. The book also 
explores how national political and techno-economic traditions guided the 
activities of these innovators. 
Tjhe book is highly relevant for policy experts, those working in R&D, corporate 
managers, environmentalists, scienctists and technologists who are looking 
for ways to keep technological innovation in line with social needs and public 
demands. 

f 
fWinds of Change is a masterly work of meticulous research that could well 
jlbecome a classic in its field. It should be required readingfor all renewable 
:! energy advocates, planners, and industry leaders alike.' - Paul Gipe, author 
I of Wind Energy Comes of Age and longtime advocate of renewable energy. 

Rinie van Est is both a physicist and a political scientist, working for the Rathenau 
Institute, the Dutch parliamentary technology assessment organization. This 
research was carried out at the Social and Behavioral Sciences Faculty of the 
University of Amsterdam. 
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