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Epilogue 
 
As you set out for Ithaca… 
Hope your road is a long one. 
May there be many summer mornings when, 
With what pleasure, what joy, 
You enter harbors you are seeing for the first time… 
Keep Ithaca always in your mind. 
Arriving there is what you are destined for 
But don’t hurry the journey at all. 
Better if it lasts for years, 
So you are old by the time you reach the island, 
Wealthy with all you have gained on the way… 
 
Konstandinos Kavàfis, Poems 
 

The ultimate mission of social scientific inquiry is not to establish definitive truths but to 
tighten the net around still unsolved questions. Among them, as shown in the concluding 
section of the last chapter, figures as the most outstanding “known unknown” the com-
position and the curriculum of the Spinning or Prompting hand and a precise description of 
its modes of operation. So, as announced at the outset, this is not the end of the story. Ours 
is, Ulysses-wise, just a first step on a long journey towards the construction of a realist and 
robust framework for the analysis of the “politics of cohabitation” among rival firms and 
rival states. At the end of our introductory Chapter 1 we agreed with the epistemological 
position that asserts that models are “useful” only in the instrumental sense of screening, 
instead of representing, social reality. Well-found – si no è vero – are models that dissolve as 
soon as they have done their work, to wit: lifting the veils of the appearances of reality. 
Considering our analytical framework from this angle resembles the way Francis Bacon 
looks at the “subjects” that posed as a model for his paintings (our translation from an 
interview in Raster, no. 35, De Bezige Bij): 

 
“The subject is the bait, but the bait shrivels; what remains is the reality of the sub-
ject and the bait, the subject, fades away. The reality is the remains of the subject”. 

 
Taking into account the fiascos of corporate self-discipline, the recapture of capitalist 
discipline seems an impossible mission unless the Newer industrial state somehow learns to 
match the political skills of the market players. The latter, due to their external maneuver-
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ability and internal resolve, appear to be better versed, more than “the” modern state, in 
playing the negotiating game of political economic ordering as a play of nested games. For 
mastering and matching these skills we must know more about the market skills of rival 
states, that is about the determinants of the responsiveness of political institutions. To the 
extent that rival states appear to be susceptible to the same logic of thrift-and-drift as the 
market players, the core of the countervailing mission of the tertius player – the “Devil’s 
advocate” – comes to lie in-between the two, that is in its capacity to affect the shuttle-diplo-
macy of partnerships between market and state. For effectively accomplishing its mission – 
the mobilization of “organized skepticism”– this tertius has to be an insider in both domains 
but at the same time independent from them, professionally as well as materially. Being an 
insider it must equal the feel for timing of the market players. Being independent it must 
equal the tuning of the public players. Learning more about the politics of cohabitation in this 
trias economica constitutes an urgent and enticing research agenda. From a pragmatist 
standpoint the mobilization of skepticism serves a dual purpose: the more pertinent the 
works of the Dissenting hand the more likely it will provoke responses by the Prompting 
hand; the latter’s response, in return, provides indispensable material for probing the 
pertinence –and repairing the flaws – of our propositions on the orchestration of corporate 
games and the premises of the Ulysses versus Houdini-logic of capitalist discipline that we 
presented in this thesis. 


