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Heritage  Under S iege

Her i tage  under S iege  i s  the  resu l t  
o f  a  f i ve  year long  mult id i sc ip l inar y 
research focusing on mi l i tar y imple-
mentat ion  of protect ing  and  safe-
guard ing  Cu l tura l  Her i tage  in  the  
event  o f conf l i c t . 
The  sub ject  necess i tated  to  invo lve  
lega l  ob l igat ions  and  impl i cat ions . 
The main juridical framework in which 
cu l tura l  p roper ty protect ion  (CPP)  
act iv i t ies  take  p lace  i s  the  Conven-
t ion  for the  Protect ion  of Cu l tura l  
Proper ty in  the  Event  o f Armed 
Conflict to be referred to as The Hague
Convent ion  of 1954.
 
Apar t  from l i terar y sources , unpub-
l ished documents and inter views the 
account  i s  for a  l a rge  par t  based  on  
f ie ld  research  or to  be  more  prec i se  
par t i c ipat ing  obser vat ion . 
The  author jo ined  the  Dutch  Armed 
Forces to be able to execute research 
in  theatre  and  was  send  out  to  
severa l  conf l i c t  a reas . Th i s  resu l ted  
in  new case  s tud ies  from Iraq, Mace-
donia (fyrom)  and Egypt as we l l  as  
cases  from Afghan is tan  and Libya. 
Examples are not restricted to conflict 
a reas  but  a l so  compr i se  cases from 
exercises and preparations e.g. uk  and 
the  u s . 
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