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Calvin’s iron voice: the impregnable Institutes

magnum opus, the Institutes of  the Christian Religion 

-
Institutes confront the reader with 

-
-

Institutes

it can be said that the Institutes

The Arti-

For similar methodology in which a literary sensitivity is brought to bear on 

and Voice in Augustine and Western Literature

-

ism

Institutes of  the Christian Religion

INTRODUCTION

CALVIN’S IRON VOICE
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-
cism and worldly activity engulfs the entirety of  the Institutes 

themselves, seriously threatening the goal of  the book itself, 

the same time, the Institutes

-

an equally systematic iron logic,  to a gifted rhetor that used 
all the humanist skills of  his time to accommodate his mes-

-
-

communicate, the Institutes cut the sinful reader out of  the 
-

Castellio gegen Calvin. Ein Gewissen gegen Gewalt

é
Réformée
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Institutes claim to do 
-

the Institutes 

 

9

claims that the Institutes offer nothing less than the unlock-

Institutes is nothing less than to 
 reading 

-

reverence the word of  the Lord, to read it, and diligently 

-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-
Institutes 

-

In-

stitutes as a text that aims to effectuate a change in the reader 

in the Institutes, the ordo recte docendi

result is that the realm of  the divine remains an inaccessible 

Insti-

tutes does not lend itself  to a reading in which the reader 

himself  gives of  the desired effect of  the Institutes -
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-

the lack of  criteria with which to distinguish one from the 

the double verdict of  either a very bleak image of  mankind, 

-
-

ology is actually geared towards an idea of  knowledge as 
movement: a movement that runs from human limitations 

ex-

tra Calvinisticum

the believer to bring these two dimensions together without 

-

accommodatio, the accommodated 

-

-
 However, the notion of  the ac-

-

-

-
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-
mension that should forewarn readers against believing too 

-
meditatio futurae vitae, I will 

-
sion that the Institutes -

-
-
-

mines the lives of  all the individuals who are born into this 

-

with the birth of  fundamentalism, and with a rigorous theol-

 Stressing for in-

sola scriptura

logic of  the sola scriptura 

Burning to Read: English Fundamentalism and Its Reformation Opponents 
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Far from wanting to choose one of  the two, or to fold back 

theology, this study wants to leave a certain indiscernability 

-

-
-

 have 

-

modern texts as texts that were forced to negotiate these 

-

Grace

Burning to Read: English Fundamentalism and Its Reforma-

tion Opponents
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-

-
-

-
es these two dimensions simultaneously demands a different 

topoi

As this study will show, a certain linguistic indiscernability 
underlies the voice of  the Institutes

what is being 
said, but also for how

coherence that belong more to the commentator involved 

-

Grace

-
sidered,” in -
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-
inal theologian,

Institutes with other, more 

the relation between key and cage one needs to be sensitive 

whole of  the Institutes

the Institutes by discussing two moments that stand at the 
entrance and exit of  the Institutes

Institutes, on the other hand, calls 
-

Institutes

Institutes

Institutes

localised this tension, I will devote attention to the reactions 

task of  this work: to trace the concentric structure of  the 
Institutes

and cage offer, if  read correctly, a foundation for the act of  
-

-
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Institutes will shed new light 
-

Askese to rebellion?

Institutes

with launching a revolt:

we, whose voice was never heard in faction, and whose 
-

-

-

The Institutes -

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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which leads to an idolatrous and dangerous ground for ac-

good, and inclined to 
all evil

-

as his readers that such an attitude is not at all what is aimed 
at in the Institutes:

by the same decree which establishes all regal authority, 
we will never entertain the seditious thought, that a king 
is to be treated according to his deserts, and that we are 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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Institutes by reassuring the king of  France 
-

Obedience and submissiveness are logical consequences of  

the ground for revolutionary action, the believer as being 
a sinful individual who has to live the life according to his 

In its extreme inhumanity this doctrine must above all 

-

changing his earthly surroundings, led to an attitude of  ac-

can in this world became a religious ethic, the innerweltlichte 

Askese

from access to the means of  his salvation so radically that 
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13

of  the ruler:

are rendering the obedience which the Lord requires, 
when we endure anything rather than turn aside from 

magnum opus 

The believer should not ‘yield a slavish obedience to the de-
Institutes

be active, and critical, and be ready to resists doing ‘homage 

of  the last edition of  the Institutes this stance of  the right 
to resistance engendered many theories on the role of  the 

-
achs

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-
tion that a king should be bound by certain limits became 

-

-

thought, not only was the right to resistance limited to mag-

-
nance, and mankind unable to formulate truth, what should 

-

 
that mankind can only come to a correct understanding of  

been cut off?

-
mean when 

-

Age of  Reformation

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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fers function in the whole of  the Institutes Institutes 

from its meaning as he is from the true knowledge of  divine 
matters? These will be the questions that this study seeks to 

-
Institutes

the Institutes, the arc of  the Institutes unrolls itself  between 
the obligation of  obedience, and the famous “right to re-

As a result, the Institutes -

content of  an ethic of  merits, is faced with a text that cuts 

is the role of  the reader in the how can the reader 
-

sented in the text? In short, what are the foundations of  reading? 
Insti-

tutes

-
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Responses to Calvin’s voice: iron readers?

-
alent in the Institutes

unusual tension between the demand of  engagement in the 

-

such an extreme degree that the believer needs to be made 

 The text, accord-
ing to Barth, because of  its radical and earnest claim of  tak-
ing sin seriously, cuts away the trust in its own workings, and 

-
ousness that was alive in this man and that emanated from 

 the 
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iron age has come that 

calls for iron believers

-

-

-

-
-

Although forceful on its own merits, the historical rough-

volume  

The historical Calvin

-

Calvin The Origins and Developments 
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remains one of  the strongest and clearly written introduc-
-

-
-

-

Institutes as the work of  a genius, as a bolt 

-

in the beginning of  his work that ‘whatever relations can 

his masters and alarmed at the very thought of  changing 

-

-

his theology tended to fade into the background in favor of  

-

Calvin

The Young Calvin
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 In these 

-

-

-

-

-

controlling his very language, becomes a rewriting of  Stoic 

 Francis 
Higman, -

-
weltverach-

tung, nor to scholastic systematic logic, but to the rhetorical 

-

tomus

-

 

é
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-

there is a logic in the Institutes

-

-

-

Institutes, one should nonethe-

He knew these masters, and doubtless other ancients, as 

Breen then continues to identify rhetorical traits in the 
Institutes -

-
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Institutes

Institutes:

Institutes a careful and rhetorical 

is used then to instill in the reader not an intellectual 

Institutes I, V,9:

testimonia

-

second mode of  rhetorical discourse, in the Institutes: ‘It can 
be said that, taking all, the Institutes 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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 Aristotle described the deliberative 

Institutes, more 

-

-

-

-
-

Institutes 

-

Institutes



INTRODUCTION
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-
-

the role of  rhetoric in sixteenth-century theology, and his 
-

closed nature of  the Institutes, and thus to come to an under-

itself, 

To clarify the distinction, let us take a closer look at the 
-
-
-

derstanding the inherent rhetorical nature of  the Institutes, 
-

enoncé 

form of  the Institutes

how this form functions in relation to the theology of  the In-

stitutes

Institutes them-

Institutes

historical heritage, style enables one to think of  the means a 

-
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cian runs the risk of  folding the Institutes 

-
man, the conclusion often remains historical, and thus falls 

Institutes

Origins and development -
-

order to bring to the fore exactly what the title suggests: a 
-

I believe that one of  the basic tasks of  humanistic 

-

-
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-

-

-

becomes for Bouwsma the result of  the idiosyncratic com-
-

-

must be seen in the light of  the theological-historical situ-
ation of  the late eighties, in which, as Bouwsma states, it 

-
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Return to the historical Calvin

-
-

The Unaccommodated Calvin 

-

 
-

-

-
-

erences from classical and biblical literature – whether 
the biblical chaos imagery of  the  or tehom and the 
classical imagery of  the labyrinth of  Knossos, of  The-

-

noted, for the sake of  our biblically illiterate age, by sev-

Theological Tradition
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-
teenth century author cannot be called history and should be 

is lost, and all one can do to retrieve authorial intention is 
-

ly worth mentioning for an inhabitant of  the sixteenth cen-

the Unaccommodated Calvin 

any singularity is folded back into the fold of  the sixteenth 

Initia Cal-

vini: The Matrix of  Calvin’s Reformation, Oberman suggests that 

-
al historians, but he warns at the same time that one should 
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There cannot be any doubt that it is essential to be com-

resources. But without clear evidence these resources 
cannot be transformed into sources

but rather in showing why and how the medieval back-

of  intellectual history is as treacherously reductionist 

reason, intellectual history is badly in need of  decon-
struction, this time not to eliminate but to recover the 

-
-

do so, one has to cut away excess baggage that one brings to 

-
from 

growing insight in the lifegiving refuge with 

Initia Calvini: The Matrix of  Calvin’s Reforma-

tion
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Oberman clearly sees the value of  tracing the historical in-
-

-

from 

-
giving refuge with -

a text, but also a sensitivity to the textual forms in which 

-

focus on historicity but it should tackle questions regarding 

-

-

more than one occasion Oberman offers an effective survey 

-

-
ogy, or whether it functioned for him as an area of  study 

-
-
-
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the Reformation

-
ormation was as much about literary truth as it was about 

-
tion to 

both a literary analysis of  historical texts as well as a solid 

read sixteenth-century texts as interventions in a time when 

-

confronted with the loss of  the ground of  infallible mean-

the battle cry of  sola scriptura a basic claim was made about 
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 The sola scriptura, although 

-
mation of  the literal meaning should therefore be read with 

-
tury crisis of  meaning, as a result it becomes fused with a 

Burning to Read

texts in the sixteenth century, we have to study these texts 
as singular linguistic artefacts that, each in their own way, 

sola scriptura not 
only as a theological strategy, but as an idea that also had 

of  textuality as such:

-

-
-
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fathomless unnerving and ubiquitous textual 

-

sola scriptura 
a dangerous attitude was created:

-

-

-

Burning to Read: English Fundamentalism and Its Reformation 

Opponents
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-

-

 and unaccommodated 

-

-

that 

text, without losing sight of  the singular address of  the text 

into account, namely that these texts not only make a claim 
for literal truth, but that this claim itself  should be read as 

It is interesting to note that in other sixteenth century texts 
-

Mimesis
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-
-

terms:

-

-

-

easily be rendered in the form of  a syllogism: I describe 

-

logism is expressed in the text

Rabelais and 

his world

-

-

and it has led to fruitful analyses of  the understanding of  the 

In religious-studies however, as we will see, such a sensitivity 
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The task can now become clear: to read, without losing 

generate stable meaning in a century during which exactly 

Institutes, 

-
-

sola scriptura

loose from solidity reading oscillates between two dangers: a 

of  the text, by focusing not on logical coherence but on the 
-

-
ing, does this sixteenth century text negotiate the tension 
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intervention, and if  this is the case, then one should read 

-

-

the fact that this militant attitude is connected to a certain 

-
-

-

view of  a militant role in the world is tied to subsequent 

-

-
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-
tion, a beginning can be made to view religious texts not 

The method of  this book will therefore consist of  an analysis 
of  those textual moments in which the text, not the author, 

-

Institutes 

letter to the King of  France, I will continue by following the 
Institutes

Insti-

tutes sensus divinitatis, then moving 

Institutes extra Calvinisticum

accommodation and return-

meditatio futurae vitae

-
cal architecture that is the Institutes

In the meantime, reading with an eye for the linguistic foun-

Institutes 
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-

-

-
tion between the literary structure of  the Institutes and the 

-
-

If  the linguistic status can be satisfyingly connected to the 

Institutes can thus bring a 
-

has been credited with both the birth of  fundamentalism 

whose believers are doomed to live in fear and trembling as 
well as an innerweltliche 



39

§1.1 The knowledge of  God and knowledge of  man

sapientiae

deemed true and solid wisdom, consists almost entirely 

But as these are connected together by many ties, it is 

Institutes

duplex cognitio

-

The Knowledge of  God 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion

CHAPTER ONE

ORDO RECTE DOCENDI: 
CALVIN, MELANCHTHON, BECKETT
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 Since only the correct 

The Institutes -

himself  without forthwith turning his thoughts towards the 

-

-

-

-

-



ORDO RECTE DOCENDI

41

-
-

-

by the refulgence, as to oblige us to confess that our acute-

after the blinding glare of  the divine image has retreated, 

-

-



ORDO RECTE DOCENDI
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-

-

the Institutes of  Christian Religion

The order, then, in which true sapientia is to be discussed 

-

of  ourselves are bound together by a mutual tie, due 
ordo recte docendi postulat) that 

-

 
-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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43

-

-
-

sequences of  the indecision are, as well as to how the two 

-

-
out solving the 

In the Epistle to the Reader 

of  the Institutes

Institutes

-
-

in hunc 

sum-

ma

which will make it easy for any one, who rightly com-

Institutio Christianae Religionis 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion



ORDO RECTE DOCENDI

44

The goal of  the Institutes summa of  religion, 

as a book in which the reader is not only taught all central 
-

Institutes

Institutes in 

Loci Communes

Loci Communes, but suf-
Institutes became 

a book which offers a totality of  knowledge about religion 

Institutes  For, as far as order is concerned, 
the earlier editions of  the Institutes were structured quite dif-

Institutes

-

tione Dei ac nostri

Institutes 

-

things in heaven and on earth have been created for his 

the Institutes The Writ-

-
Christianae Religionis Institutio  : Totam Fere 

-

plectens
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9

-
-
-

logue, the reader is constantly directed back to the doctrine 

-

-

Institutes:

Decalogue  
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Institutes

Institutes was a summa of  sound doctrine, 

Institutes was al-
Institutes, it 

Institutes -

-
cordingly:

-
ing summa of  religious knowledge, summa doctrinae 

with summa sapientiae

-

Institutes are now ordered ac-

Institutes to a re-

-

Institutio Christianae Religionis
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ordo recte docendi pos-

tulat)

-
doctrina to sapientia 

 doctrine, that served well in the cat-
echetical model, still underlies both the correct knowledge 

-
scribed it accurately:

Both forms of  knowing are still so intertwined that it is 

knowledge 

Subsequently, commentators have questioned whether the 
Institutes, which is loosely based on 

-
tion in the Institutes

-
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48

summa of  religion in all 
 of  the later editions of  the  has troubled 

In-

stitutes 

theological investigation in order to stay close to ‘the Biblical 

the introductory words of  the Institutes, both in their 

-

-

instead focusing on the effect that the doctrines of  
and sola scriptura -

-
es in which the summa sapientiae shows cracks: the circular, 
self-referential nature of  the 

the changes in the editions of  the Institutes can be read as a 
sola 

scriptura -

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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about a doctrine that calls writing itself  into question, is an 

Institutes to the more than 

sola

-
bilities fall short, and textual authority becomes dangerously 

Over the course of  the different editions of  the Institutes, the 
various sola

-

the authorial authority with which they are denied their 

a fashion, we need to take a closer look at the logical incon-
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such as Johann Neander,  Karl Hagenbach,
Shedd, -
nored logical knots and focused on the coherence of  re-

Institutes led a number 

Der evangelische Glaube 

-

-

Herman Bauke, in his  de-
 

Bauke, although he does not go all the way in assessing the 
-

In a way the famous debate between Karl Barth and Emil 

-

tian Dogmas

 
-
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-

-
der and divine truth

-

si integer stetisset 

Adam

Developments of  his Religious Thought 

-
 Similarly, 

-
Institutes 

that

-

th

Natur und Gnade   -

Nein! Antwort an Emil Brunner

Calvin

  : transl. 

  ; in collaboration with the editor and a committee of  

advisers



ORDO RECTE DOCENDI

52

logical inconsistencies in the Institutes, 
-
-

ordo recte docendi has 
-

 Firstly, as 

existential angst 

The Unaccommodated Calvin

these authors in the introduction, it is useful here to recall 
-

-
Institutes has 

-

 Bouwsma at-

ordo 

recte docendi -
-
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in a time of  crisis, he now meant by “order” no confor-

 

scriptura sola

in his treatment of  sin, a vocabulary not only of  good and 

-

another, and his theology is an  that simultaneously 
angst for disorder 

-
-

, and this anxiety goes down to the very gram-
matical structure of  the Institutes, to such a degree that the 

 The ordo recte docendi is for Bou-
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The Unaccommodated Calvin, makes 

-
tions that are foreign to the mind of  the sixteenth century 

systematic theologian, for instance, should be relinquished 

-
cance of  the historical issue being examined in the doctrinal 

-
 The nineteenth 

-

-

 It is only after careful 

that one can come close to making a historical evaluation 

be exciting, or even relevant , but ‘in any case, the genuine 

The Unaccommodated Calvin
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-

st

-
vianus, whatever the variance between their theologi-
cal understanding and the document itself, we view 

-

-

loci

Methodus et 

dispositio seu totius operis argumentum, an analytical summary of  

seen in the light of  a scholastic  discussion of  theological 

-
-

The Unaccommodated Calvin
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loci

who, much like most of  the sixteenth-century theologians, 
-

ranged in the style of  the loci communes -

-

, nor will 
-

in sixteenth- century history, but that it might not be best 

-

-

-
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-

-

-

-

The Unaccommodated Calvin 
to 

-

in almost any sixteenth-century author, and its use should 
-
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in the Institutes

antithetical 

ordo recte docendi -
-

high rhetoric has been taken out of  the context of  rhet-

the case for his order of  materials, his way through the 

-

ordo 

recte docendi

The Unaccommodated Calvin
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59

-

a clarifying arrangement, directly taken from the rhetorical 

to an ordo recte docendi 

-

as the only way out of  the labyrinth
of  human or 

divine knowledge does not affect the ordo recte docendi

ordo

-
loci

-

th century, the 
unsettling dimension of  the sola scriptura, or of  logical incon-

of  images like  and 
-

the use of  rhetorically sound dialectical inventio of  the argu-

Rhetoric in the Eu-

ropean Tradition
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60

 

-

However, one may wonder whether relegating the lan-

the realm of  sixteenth century rhetoric, does not obscure 

Or, one may wonder whether historical sensitivity to the 
sixteenth-century rhetorical tradition necessarily forecloses 

systematic coherence, it might be a valuable contribution to 

-

-

ordo recte docendi, is indeed 

-

-
tions: ces formes subtiles ou éclatantes

-
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-

-

such as Oberman,  Barth,  and more recently, Se-
rene Jones  have stressed that there is a certain element in 

the logical knots, let us take a look at how rhetoric functions 
Institutes.

the workings of  rhetoric, can tell us more of  the effect of  

Initia Calvini

intellectual history is as treacherously reductionist as its twin brother ‘Ahn-

of  deconstruction, this time not to eliminate but to recover the authorial 
Initia Calvini

theology, states that there is nonetheless an “anti-systematical” nature in 
Calvin

-

Calvin. 

, hints 
-
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ordo recte docendi -
sented as a way out of  the 

and forensic forms can all be located :

Institutes

-

but he, dwell the true light of  wisdom, solid virtue, exuber-
-

scribed in equally classical terminology: ‘we always seem to 

-
kind is fused here with the terminology of  the forensic dis-

-

Rhetorica

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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virtuous energy, will be condemned as the most miserable 
 And ‘ [w?]hat can man do, man who is but rot-

Institutes, executed with 
 in order to be more con-

down as such:

-‐	  

-‐	  

-

to that of  medieval manuals, one should bear in mind the very different 
use that is made of  the theory of  iudicium

will also serve as a testing device, but mainly to test the validity of  single 
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64

The double and equally credible inferences to be drawn: ‘Ev-

The entirety of  the Institutes

text interweaving all three forms of  rhetorical discourse, it 

should be chosen in connection to the nature of  the audi-

memoria, and pronunciatio

and the written text, able to be read in many different cir-
cumstances, was increasingly aimed at accommodating to a 

-
torical discourse in such a theological treatise, is the increased 
attention given to rhetoric over dialectic in the writings of  

-

-

 the classical division within the trivium was 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion

-
torical discourse in the Institutes

and the Rhetorical Tradition

The Cornuco-

pian Text
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-
-

ratus used in scholastic reasoning and dialectics, was becom-

-
tion of  the rhetorical notions of  invention and dispositio into 

reformers of  the sixteenth century were almost unanimously 

-
-

cal styles together form a total discourse whose intention 

to stimulate the reader towards the good than to know the 
truth

De Inventione 

Dialectica -
tion heralded the beginning of  what has been called north-
ern humanism  :

Renaissance 

papers

-
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But if  we call argumentation everything by which we 
consider what is doubtful and uncertain, I would have 
thought not only that it is necessary for arousing emo-
tion, but that it ought to be very dense and even thickly 

inventio and dispo-

sitio -

-
-

-

 This inclusion of  
-

argumentative strategies, conveniently collected in the many 
handbooks of  rhetorics  that circulated in the sixteenth cen-

Renaissance rheto-

ric

De Inventione Dialectica

Renaissance Argument: Valla and Agricola in the Traditions of  Rhetoric and Dialectic 

Renais-

sance Rhetoric

-
tion during the sixteenth century, see Lee Ann Sonnino, -



ORDO RECTE DOCENDI

67

copia

-

ac Rerum Copia  writ-

 in order 

-

use of  rhetorical strategies to affect readers, to move 
-

succinctly:

instilled in young boys, seems to me to yield much more 
fruit than that dialectic which is currently taught in the 

be inferior, nor requiring to be done away with, but sim-

inventio and 
used in the abundant style, are widely used, and even extend-
ed: whereas the art of  the abundant style, as described by 

-

On Copia of  Words and Ideas
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-

combines all the registers in order to affect the reader, to 

sources in order to affect the reader:

-
cure so quaking with terror, that the fear of  death takes 

and annihilated, the inference to be drawn is, that men 

-

Insti-

tutes

-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-

seamlessly that one is indeed led to believe that what we have 

-

he is almost led to forget that the authorial basis for these 

in which historically traceable uses of  rhetorical devices are 
remains 

-
-

gies remain on the surface of  the text, yet underneath this 

-

Institutes with the 
Loci Communes, we can 
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Loci 

Communes loci that he 

of  religious knowledge in general: ‘In each individual science 
it is customary to seek out certain fundamentals in which the 

-
 

for confusing man-made constructions with the meaning of  
-

-
thon reminds the reader that

reason why we should labor so much on those exalted 

-

universals, formalities, connotations, and various other 

Melanchthon and Bucer -
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foolish words?

-

-
 Aban-

the renewal that a correct discussion of  the true fundamen-
tals can bring:

makes no difference whether he knows their innate 

proper

-

Loci Communes 

-

many 
Loci Communes thus functioned as a 

Melanchthon and Bucer
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Loci Communes -

-
nition of  what religion is, but to move the reader to action, 
to ‘strengthen the conscience and arouse the mind against 

-

-

loci communes is not merely the logical necessity of  virtue and 

loci for Erasmus were basically an 
loci be-

 The 
result of  this is, that the loci seem to offer an answer to the 

-
loci

loci 

there is everything that the student needs in order to answer 

Loci Communes read as a book that one should reread as often 

the book and read sentences such as the following:

Accordingly, in order that we may also counsel those to 

rather harsh, we shall more closely consider the very na-
ture of  the human will so that students may understand 

-

-
-
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-

-
tions that are involved in decisions that are taken against our 

 The reader is guided from the question to a 
-

loci between Erasmus 

loci -

loci, as 

-

loci communes 

one could have are discussed and resolved

One can wonder if  this treatment does in fact succeed in 

-

Melanchthon and Bucer

loci communes -
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-

reader back to the loci

-

the Institutes

-
logians claim to have written a book to which the reader can 

-
Institutes:

of  ourselves are bound together by a mutual tie, due 
ordo recte docendi postulat) that we 

loci communes

-

de betekenis

een tekst is’.  
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Institutes, which functions basi-
-

-

easily found, the ordo recte docendi lacks solid ground and is all 

ordo recte docendi in 

ordo recte docendi ordo 

recte docendi

after all, was the self-confessed goal of  the reformers of  the 
sixteenth century, stands in shrill contrast to the constant 

book of  the Institutes, references to movement abound:

-every man stung by the consciousness of  his own un-

urged by our own evil things to con-

coming to the knowledge of  
himself, is not only urged

-
ated with the lack of  knowledge:

Institutes of  the Christian Religion



ORDO RECTE DOCENDI

76

in fact, does not thus rest, so long as he is unknown 
to himself ? That is, so long as he is contented with his 
own endowments, and unconscious or unmindful of  
his misery?

not so much a matter of  a describable knowledge, but of  

of  death takes hold of  them, nay, they are, in a manner, swal-

-

text, taking the reader along in movement as teaching, the 
result of  which is, however, that the reader has lost his foot-

-
ity, the clear distinction between knowledge of  man and 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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ordo recte 

docendi, as well as the use of  rhetoric in both authors then dif-
-

ordo recte docendi which logically can-

-
ordo recte docendi, then, 

exercise like the loci communes, the ordo 

sixteenth century as more and more connected to medieval 
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-
lar interaction between singular text and historical context?

sensitivity to historical context, yet to account for the singu-

of  theological content:

Inasmuch as they were looking for ways of  understand-
-
-

-

-
ical and ecclesiastical consequences were already under 

Although none of  the reformers should be seen as the cre-

-
-

connected to and set in motion by, the sola scriptura, the new 

Reformation Readings of  Romans 
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took on a new role in the age of  humanism:

they are in conversation with traditions and acknowl-

tradition as well as by choices concerning key theologi-
-

-

So, not so much the content

status

-

not discuss in her concluding article is the effect that this 

sola scriptu-

ra; 

does the sola scriptura -

risks remaining void of  emotional effect?

-
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-

-
duces:

This, however, I trust, will be allowed – that nothing has 

room left for the industry of  those who succeed them, 

-
-

ture is guided, in short, by the moment in which it is execut-

itself  is not so new, but the distinctive trait of  the sixteenth 

sola scrip-

tura changed the dimension of  knowledge, shifting it from 
a dialectical form of  argumentation to a knowledge that can 

if  

, 
-
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sola scriptura 

-

as the sola scriptura -
 becomes the uncertain ground 

-

-
-
-

-
-
-
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-

-
ordo recte docendi

-
bious status of  the ordo 

-
-
-

this - it shows no traces in the Institutes Institutes do not 

-

Luther, yields quite distinct emotional entrances into the 
-

taries are more freely focused on the role of  tribulation and 

running commentary that leaves no verse uncommented 

-
-

Reformation Readings of  Romans
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receive abundance of  grace and of  the gift of  righteousness 

does not mean universal salvation, but only the ‘children of  

of  sin, it is enough for thee to be man, for it dwells in 
-

-

-

 -

Institutes -
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-

Loci Communes ordo 

recte docendi lacks meaningfulness, yet on the other hand we 

the risk of  closing itself  off  entirely, leaving the reader with 
no access to the ordo recte docendi
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the idiosyncratic combination of  insecurity and security in 

In-

stitutes

§1.6 The knowledge of  God: sensus divinitatis

-

-

all reformers as dead, and instead the living knowledge of  

Loci Communes -

, and 

knowledge:

Institutes of  the Christian Religion

Melanchthon and Bucer
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law and grace to cover sin, how you may strengthen a 

-

The effect of  our knowledge rather ought to be, , to 
, to induce us, 

under its guidance and teaching, to ask every good thing 

instantly giving rise to the thought, that since you are 

creation, to submit to his authority?

-

-
vin and the sixteenth-century reformers there is, from the 

relative disinterest in the logical necessity of  knowledge is 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-

sensus divinitatis,

divinely sown in all, scarcely one in a hundred is found 
who cherishes it in his heart, and not one in whom it 
grows to maturity, so far is it from yielding fruit in its 

ascending higher than themselves, as they ought to do, 
-

in the character in which he is manifested, but imagine 
99

It follows, that every man who indulges in security, after 
-

-
-

-
tion on the natural order
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mechanics of  nature, the sensus divinitatis is not the same as 

The exact status of  the sensus divinitatis 

as natural theology by, amongst others, Emil Brunner and 

ordo recte do-

cendi sensus divinitatis is made 

-

sensus di-

vinitatis

true doctrine, but in acknowledging that there is indeed a 
-

-

-
ently demonstrative arguments in a rhetorical manner, and not so much in a 
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 It seems then, 

at the sensus divinitatis -

The basic idea, I think, is that there is a kind of  faculty 
sensus di-

vinitatis or sense of  divinity, which in a wide variety of  

idea that knowledge is only correct knowledge if  it moves 

having hardened in a daring course of  sin, madly banishing 

 The sensus divini-

tatis

and as a constant reminder of  human fallibility: ‘it follows, 
that very man who indulges in security, after extinguishing 

of  Belief  in God

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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sensus 

divinitatis -

 The sensus divinitatis

-

sensus divinitatis is yet an-

security and insecurity:

divinely sown in all, scarcely one in a hundred is found 
who cherishes it in his heart, and not one in whom it 
grows to maturity, so far is it from yielding fruit in its 

katabasis, the 

either describe a grim situation, from bad to worse so to 

sen-

sus divinitatis

much has been cut out of  the equation that the ‘true knowl-
sensus is further 

-

engraven in characters so bright, so distinct, and illustrious, 
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sensus divinitatis as a 

do
katabasis, the 

that is immediately deconstructed until there is no security 
-

-

-

pro-

duces 
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sensus divinitatis, consider-

-

-

, Austin 

describing a state of  affairs, but bringing the agreement into 
-

and wife” the marriage is actually brought into existence by 
-

 The 

to Do Things With Words
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-
cessfully bring about that to which they refer, or they fail to 

-

whose content is neither true nor false, do not merely de-

-

-

of  the twentieth century, the sensitivity to language as not 

-

-

-

-
-

“the senses in which to say something is to do something”, see: Austin, 
to Do Things With Words
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-

exhaustion

-

on his face on the grass, beside those biscuits of  
which it could be said as truly as of  the stars, that one 

-

for what it is, that is to say exhaustive, one needs to be ex-

-



ORDO RECTE DOCENDI

95

-

:

Similarly, in the Texts for Nothing:

But it will end, a desinence will come, or the breath fail 
-

sensus divinitatis: the katabasis

light of  human fallibility, and the tendency to consolidate 
matters in a false safe framework, the text undermines se-

the image

-
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The image is that which extinguishes itself, consumes 

sensus divinitatis

It follows, that every man who indulges in security, after 
-

-

-
-

-
-

-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-
cally creates an entrance for the reader, is blocked off  with 

-

need for structure as well as the destruction of  structure in 
-

ordo recte docendi -
-

ordo

ordo 
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introduction to his Loci Communes has shown that both the 
loci as well as their ordering differs drastically 

-

seat of  utter insecurity as well as demanding security, the 
sensus divinitatis

-

-
iquity and the sense of  security that is demanded from the 

The ordo recte docendi, and the unwarranted security with 
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sola scriptura. -



100

in a divine manner, and on earth, but in a heavenly man-
-

ture of  the sacrament requires, and which we say is here 

gives our minds undoubted assurance of  eternal life but 
-

-

-

the Institutes as a whole are intended to remind the reader 

Institutes cannot, as we have seen 
ordo -
Institutes urge the reader to execute 

who is taught that failing is an essential element of  correct 

universe, where exhaustion is offered as a means to at least 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion

CHAPTER TWO

THE EXTRA CALVINISTICUM: 
THE EUCHARIST AS SIGNIFICATION
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engage with the endless chain of  self-referentiality, an im-

-

lies beyond the ordo recte docendi ordo is, to a large 
-

reader only in fear and trembling, the text necessarily had to 
-

-
-

dimensions: ‘by man like the others, but in a divine man-
-

-

-

of  the second book of  the Institutes -
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book with the reminder that any right understanding of  the 

In examining ourselves, the search which divine truth 

an undermining of  the ways in which man can deem himself  
-

the fall and revolt of  Adam, the whole human race made 

 It is only 

-
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If  you look to yourself  damnation is certain: but since 
-

Book two of  the Institutes -

-

knowledge that is offered in the eucharist beyond reach of  
the language of  the Institutes -

-
-

Institutes

of  the framework that the Institutes creates for itself, how is 

Is the Institutes 

-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion



THE EXTRA CALVINISTICUM

104

ology? Does it buckle under its own circularity?

“This is my body”, not only a new image emerged of  what 

-

-

in the words of  institution “this is my body”, had shown 
-

 saw an increased at-

challenged the validity of  many of  the sacraments that had 
-

-

sacrament, and in The Misuses of  the Mass 

-

The Eucharist in the Reformation states that it was 
around the debates surrounding the eucharist that a new image of  textual-
ity was created: ‘marking a sense of  the text that differed from medieval 

-
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 Luther vehemently attacked the meaning of  the Last 

opus operans

opus operatum  Access to this work is gained 
solely through faith:

text,9 -
 The only 

Luther 

und die Messe

-

-

to the word sacramentum

The Eu-

charist in the Reformation
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-

-

-
rant for this is the words which say: ‘He took bread, and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘Take, 

-

-

-

-

:

Reformation Thought
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tropos -

who are sustained and grow in him in the same way as 

combination of  the invigorated study of  grammar, rhetoric 

Luther of  inconsistency for failing to take into account the 

-
-

-

-

Collectio confessionum in ecclesiis re-

formatis publicatarum

Reformation Thought

Reformation Thought
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-

-

once:

-

-

-

Luther’s 

Works

The Eucharist in the Reformation

material body: ‘They could not function the same way cognitively or devo-

The Eucharist in the Reformation
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of  ubiquity is in this sense a means to end an argument: 

-

-

And although we have not reached an agreement as to 

-

factions together, and to form a block of  reform-minded territories, failed 

-

Documents 
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-

-

-

-

-
‘magica incantatio’

-

Calvinian -

illustrative of  the Continental Reformation

Reformation Thought

Reformation Thought -
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etiam extra car-

nem ad dexteriam dei, in line with 

in the Institutes, here is the one from the second book:

been enclosed in the narrow tenement of  an earthly 
-

-

-
-

-

-

had remained free from all stains, his condition would have 
 

-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-
cessity in this incarnation,

-

 But this mediation 
-

 The eternal 

-

-

king over creation would have had to become man even if  man was not 
fallen: ‘Owing to the same ignorance, Osiander says that men would not 

-

-

tasis
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death was the commencement of  a well-regulated con-

-
-

diator that enabled man to reach restoration from his fallen 

-

Trinity had to fully take on human nature:

Life could do so? It was his to conquer sin: who could 

-

-

asssumptio carnis

-
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And:

If  his body were not of  the same nature with ours, there 
-

-
rist was thus geared towards retaining both the fully human, 

that watches over the whole of  creation, and that should not 

-

In the quote about the extra Calvinisticum we can see how it 

-

does not however diminish the real dominion over creation 

Final Admonition to Westphal 
 

extra-doctrine is the only 
-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion

-
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cross?

ad dexteriam dei, 

-

Institutes -

-
vinity, not because the divinity left heaven in order to 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion



THE EXTRA CALVINISTICUM

116

remove himself  into the workhouse of  the body but 

distinction in the schools to which I am not ashamed to 
-

tous

-

totus

totum -

-

This stance would become known as the extra Calvinisticum  
The term was coined by Lutheran critics of  reformed theol-

-

extra Calvinisticum

extra Cal-

vinisticum 
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-

so united to the Logos in his entirety that subsequent to the 
incarnation the Logos had no longer an existence beyond the 

-

-

-

demonstrated?

extra 

One ought not, therefore, to say that something of  the 

-

-
sonal perichoresis -

Cal-
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The doctrine of  the extra threatens to dissolve the unity of  
extra Calvinisticum 

-
 the doctrine that most clearly out-

lines the doctrinal differences between the Lutherans and 

extra 

In fact, over the course of  the twentieth century, it has been 
extra 

above, the distinction between  the Son as he is eter-
nally, and totum the Son as he is in what he united in himself, 

the distinction occurs in the work of  many theologians be-

has traced the occurrences of  the totus totum distinction 

totus / to-

tum 

-
totus, 

-

extra Calvinisticum -
-

-

... -
lis, 
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by Thomas:

-

he is said to be everywhere in his entirety because there 
is nothing missing from his existence as person which 

as he is everywhere, he is missing something of  what 

the extra Calvinisticum, could as well have been called extra 

catholicum -

 Essential in this doctrine is the notion of  
the person

-

study with the observation that the extra Calvinisticum could 
better be titled ‘extra catholicum’

-
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sources of  the extra Calvinisticum -

whereas according to Thomas, Scotus, Occam and others, 
de potentia absoluta – “incarnated” himself  

into a creatura irrationalis

extra doctrine as it occurred in 

  The distinction between 
potentia ordinata and potentia absoluta was made in order to 

 Enabling 

of  Thomas, for instance, the suppositum

-
-
-

ous eagerness to seem acute, that they have made it a question whether the 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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materiality, but only thanks to the suppositum  
unio does not 

-

sis and suppositum

suppositum 

potentia 

absoluta that could as well have been different, it is think-

such discussions on the potentia absoluta 

exlex ?, 
potentia absoluta does 

and existence:

extra 

ordinata

and as an absolutely free choice that could have been differ-

suppositum The 

-
self  as a certain integral suppositum 

one esse suppositum Compendium 

Theologiae 

-

-

The Dawn of  the Reformation

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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absoluta -

-
proof 

-
extra is 

extra from 
extra carnem is con-

-

beyond the heart of  the sinner, and beyond the boundaries 

extra carnem

the potentia ordinata / absoluta distinction yields quite a dif-
-

-
 

The Dawn of  the Reformation



THE EXTRA CALVINISTICUM

123

extra-doctrine, 

-
spiritual 

-

a sacrament?

certain contingent conventionality about them:

to be a sacrament, as Augustine most admirably shows 

some distinction between sacraments and other cere-

-

extra  



THE EXTRA CALVINISTICUM

124

Although couched in irony - ‘though I should not greatly ob-
-

-

the time, and in the whole of  creation, if  it were not for our 

This stance on the eucharist has been very differently re-

of  the twentieth century, the extra Calvinisticum has been met 
extra has for 

a long time been seen as the most characteristic hallmark 
-
-

extra Calvinisticum was seen as that which gave 

-
-

-
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 There was no clear consensus as to what 

, a suggestion that has been taken over by his-

the statement ‘the Logos exists entirely outside of  the hu-
 and ‘the Logos which lives in the hu-

 There is further disagreement as to whether 
the extra Calvinisticum

-

 and that the suggestion of  the 

 

extra Calvinisticum should not 
-

Church Dogmatics

Religion in Ge-

schichte und Gegenwart

Morphologie des Luthertums
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 From a felicitous 
-

The confusion can, to a certain extent, be accredited to the 
often biased historical backgrounds of  the historians at 

-
che

A modern reader gets the idea that in many of  these earlier 
discussions of  the varied doctrines regarding the eucharist, 

-
theran orthodoxy, and not for the intra-textual function that 

-

-
-

The Dawn of  the Reformation
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-

-

-

questions of  orthodoxy or catholicity, and moved towards 

Calvin’s Ideas

-

Institutes  Instead of  of  iden-
tifying the logical coherence behind the Institutes, her book 

-
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hits the ceiling of  what language can do:

-

that the truth of  the Incarnation is above reason in the sense 

-

-
cal fundament for the , will therefore 

-

-
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-

Institutes for what the text 

-

extra 

the results for the language of  theology itself ?

-

The extra Calvinisticum 

-

theology: 

Oberman traces the role of  the extra -
-

The Dawn of  the Reformation
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 Oberman states that the extra dimension is 
in fact central to not only the eucharist, to not only the rule 

sense, Oberman argues for a reading that includes the at-
extra manner in 

geared towards charging a 

Institutes can 

On the contrary, as we can deduce from the above, the sign 
is 

Oberman ends the article on the extra by suggesting a con-

-

-
secundum mentem Calvini -

extra-

into the relation between the extra Calvinisticum and the en-

The Dawn of  the Reformation
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be an exciting confrontation between linguistically oriented 
-

how a reading of  the extra 

-

-

textual background to the Institutes

in a divine manner, and on earth, but in a heavenly man-

nature of  the sacrament requires, and which we say is 

only gives our minds undoubted assurance of  eternal 

-

-
-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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the Institutes

-
ticularly calvinian

For whereas Luther would state that in the eucharist the real, 

that the change occurs, although brought about by faith, 

The Eucharist in the Reformation: ‘The 
Institutes was to inculcate a habit of  mind, 

godly do not know  

the sacrament, it becomes more idiosyncratic:

at 

the same time -

The Radical Reformation

The Eucharist in the Reformation

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-

-

-

-
ad 

dexteriam dei

-

-
-

-
itual truth that is ‘at the same time

of  the sacraments:
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-

-

-

devised rites altogether alien from the institution of  the 
-

Here again, we see what the aim of  the sacrament is – 

till he come again, all that is meant is, that we should, 

-
 

sursum corda, 
sursum corda that 

This is in line with what we have seen above: the eucharistic 
-

-
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-
sion of  the order: for materiality is located in heaven, whilst 

-

However, the nature of  the eucharist is not merely mate-

this, one has to be able to rise above the semiotic nature of  

-

-
charist remains a sign of  an invisible thing, the true aim of  

and the Institutes 

extra carnem

words, a mystery which I feel, and therefore freely con-

far am I from wishing any one to measure its sublimity 
grandeur

-
sidered, after I have done my utmost, I feel that I have 

-
sion, it too is overcome and overwhelmed by the mag-
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will, however, give a summary of  my view as I best can, 
not doubting its truth, and therefore trusting that it will 

towards a correct modality of  knowledge, not so much of  

-

that he may regard us in the light of  servants, but of  

nourries

cognaissance

-
envelopper

-
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movement than the English rendering of  this sequence in 
cog-

noissance cognitio

-

and Calvinian language of  movement

-
extra Calvinisticum

ad dexteriam Dei, whilst 

-

Institution de la Religion Chrestienne

-

-

Institutio Christianae Religionis
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at the same time

The ‘extra Calvinisticum -
formed theology, and the very history of  the term shows 

as we have seen, the extra can be traced back to theologians 
-

such, it became also a doctrine that clearly communicated 
the differences between the various factions in the sixteenth 

-

th

 The resulting document 
was quickly translated and circulated, and to this day it re-

-
The Doctrine of  
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was offered and broken on the cross for me, and his blood 
shed for me, as certainly as I see with my eyes the bread of  
the Lord

 

Question 76: 

Answer: It is not only to embrace with believing heart 
-

 but also, besides 
that, to become more and more united to his sacred 

bone of  his bone” and that we live, and are governed 

Ecumenical Creeds and Re-

formed Confessions

Collectio Confessionum in Ecclesiis Refor-

Fleisch von seinem Fleisch und Bein von seinen Beinen sind, und von Ei-

Collectio Confessionum in, 
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Here we see the doctrine of  the extra -
agogic essence: the eucharist leads the believer to embrace 

-

-

extra -
ogy:

Question 79.

Answer:

-

blood are the true meat and drink, whereby our souls 
-

bodies these holy tokens

that all his sufferings and obedience are as certainly 

-
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the -
ken of  agreement and value as it occurs in the Heidelberg 

turns the eucharist into a symbol   
In the token, or the symbol, much of  the later characteristic 

-
tion with which the eucharist would become more and more 

, as a sign laden with 
conventional value, exchanged between humans becomes 

As I receive from the hand of  the minister, and taste 
Lord, which 

are given me as certain tokens of  the body and blood 

extra -

hard to distinguish one from the other, in the Heidelberg 
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-

-

-

-

-

-
[A]t the same time

The Eucharist in the Reformation



THE EXTRA CALVINISTICUM

143

-

could lend themselves both to submission as well as rebel-

-

-
-

ordo recte docendi -
-

extra dimension 
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-

For who even of  slight intelligence does not understand 

is like as accommodate the knowledge of  him to our 

man, affecting the modes of  knowledge that man can have 

ordo recte docendi as well as in the eucharist, is 
in fact a  to both critically undermine human cognitive 

-

extra -

Calvin

Institutes of  the Christian Religion

CHAPTER THREE

GOD LISPED: 
ACCOMMODATIO AND CALVIN’S SCRIPTURAL VOICE
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The Institutes 

the  show a textual awareness of  these limits: 
Insti-

tutes -

the calvinian sign became a token, thus changing the moving 

Institutes as a 

-
tion under the unwavering style of  the Institutes

his Institutes 

summa -

in the sixteenth century the sola scriptura functioned as a war-
rant for true doctrine for a variety of  religious factions in 

was not merely the age in which literal truth was at stake, 

Calvin
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undoubtedly changing, exegetical methods became more so-

with which these sources could be translated and circulated, 
-
-

-

 

with the unfortunate side-effect that a war on words results 
in only more words:

– indeed more – discords and disagreements because of  

-

-

Responsio Ad Lutherum

The Com-
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-
dominantly a change in textuality, not a return to the literal 

his Burning to Read: 

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

English Fundamentalism and Its Reformation Op-

ponents -

Burning to Read
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distrust in human frameworks that can vouch for this sense, 
runs the risk of  setting the believer adrift in a universe of  

-
tative framework to offer the foundations for this reading, 

-
ture, with its literal truth and its unmediated effect, have for 

In our discussion of  the ordo recte docendi we have already seen 
-

-
-

-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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It is this notion of  the accommodated statement, accommoda-

tio

charge 

see, risks indeed blowing away the foundation out of  inter-

-

-

-

use of  the term was a rewriting of  a main-stream theologi-

analysis of  the term in the work of  the seventeenth-century 

-

-

-

For, after having established that accommodated notions of  

is the knowledge that the accommodated statement offers? 
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to be executed, what are its modalities, what does it mean, 
and where does it end?

The notion of  accommodation has drawn attention only 

-

The Knowledge of  God in 

-

9

-
modation as inherently concerned with the knowledge of  
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-

-

and the accommodations to human sinfulness, in which the 

-

-

-
-
-

-
-

-
ology,” in 

Balserak, 
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-
ation, in civil government and, in the ‘accommodated act 

theology:

-

-

become clear that the notion of  accommodation is quite 
-

that the accommodation is characteristic of  ‘every avenue of  
-

the 

accommodated statement means

connection between accommodation and rhetoric as it has 

-
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on accommodation 

-

the link between accommodation and rhetoric made 
by some scholars is one which seems to this author, at 

corpus -

accommodation down to such a degree that it does not 
come close to resembling the broad and diverse con-

-
-
-

-

-
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then is this tension merely stylistic or rhetorical? This 

this discussion with a summary—considering these 

-
-

a theological unity, both in the form of  the accommodation 

-

legal training and the role of  accommodation in his theol-

-
-

-



ACCOMMODATIO

155

ing to see why these tensions occur, how are they generated 

but much as we have seen with the sensus divinitatis, it is often 

of  scholars can differ greatly, that we are offered insights 
Institutes

-

-

The notion of  accommodation was used by the classic rhet-

-
-

-

De Oratore -
ed to the ears of  the multitude, for charming or urging their 

De Oratore -
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in the selection of  the right style, and in for instance the 

said that this idea of  accommodation has been used as early 

In book VI of  the Confessions, Augustine describes in what 
-

-

-

-

And it seemed to me all the more right that the author-

accessible to everyone, and yet it absorbs the attention 

if  it were not that this book stands out alone so high a 

 

Confessions

De 

Doctrina Christiana
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-

-

-

-

could be reached by any single stream drawing its water 
-

uttered in all brevity but destined to serve a host of  

as best he is able, some choosing one, and some another 

eternal? It is because human nature being fallen as it is, ‘we 
-

eternity in the mode of  human cognition, and man can, to 

copia

Confessions
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-
ers, even though they contained no falsehood that could 

-

-

though not exhaustive understanding of  the text:

I believe that by this blessing you granted us the faculty 
-

ent ways to things which we understand in one way only 

-

-
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-

with the relation between the Old and New Testament, Au-

but the concealing veil, so that it may be understood 

not the case, therefore, that by the grace of  the Lord 
that which was covered has been abolished as useless: 
rather, the covering which concealed useful truth has 

-

-
strated the order of  events, the reasons for deeds and 
words, and the agreement of  the Old Testament with 

-
-

-

-
ery that Augustine made over the course of  the Confessions, 

-

-

-
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there were no intermediate stage whereby man might 
strive to rise above his earthly life and reach likeness to 

-
temporali dispensatione -

ation, obedient however to his eternal laws, to remind 

come to the aid of  individual men and indeed of  the 

The notion of  dispensatio -
ferently over time in order to better reach his audience, is 

Confessiones 

best suited to itself, although the law itself  is always and 

-
-

although they have been reckoned sinners by men who 

standards and assess all the rights and wrongs of  the 
-

Augustine: Earlier Writings
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one who does this behaves like a man who knows noth-

grievance when they hear that things which good men 

-

the idea that language can be both transient and sacred: ‘For 

-

Confessions

Christian Thought

Opera Omnia CAG Elec-

tronic Edition.

-

Benin, The Footprints of  God
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Contra Celsum, Origen defends himself  against the attack that 

-

-

to the few who are able or willing to investigate matters 

-

clothed his truth in words that are understandable for fallen 
mankind, but this accommodation does not mean that the 

The accommodated statement was also used, for instance, by 
Origen to counter the argument that the emotional changes 

Ante-Nicene Fathers -
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-
-

godly, and of  threatenings directed against sinners, we 
have to say that, as we ourselves, when talking with very 

of  our charge, both say and do those things which may 

-

bore with your manners, as a man would bear with the 
-

ners of  a man in order to secure the advantage of  men 

would not have been suitable to the condition of  the 

addressed to those of  weaker mind with what is an-
nounced to such as are of  acuter understanding, both 

-
bined with the idea that through learning one can ‘discover 
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 In his  

unity of  the Testaments, by stating that the Israelites of  the 

childish tone:

To reduce the baseness of  our soul and to lead it to 

to dictate obligations greater than the former ones but 
to leave things eternally the same and never to release 

-
-

 This 
fragment does not only show the use of  accommodation 

-

-
-

The Footprints of  God
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their faces? For what other reason than that they can-

-

, the conde-

-

between the notion of  accommodation and the very work 
-

-

-
-

-
-

himself, he also actively meant for these accommodated 
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-

-

rhetorical notion of  accommodation before their conver-

Institutes 

-

-

any other of  that class: you will, I admit, feel wonder-

them to the reading of  the sacred volume, and whether 

-

This rudeness has nothing to do with a lack of  eloquence: 

want of  eloquence he in other instances used a rude and 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-

-

with Abraham and states that qua historical validity, there is 

 Furthermore, with regards to the miracles that 
-

-
modated statement as a device that is akin to rhetoric, but 

§3.5 Turrettini and Calvin on accommodation

-

-
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article -

-

towards the Enlightenment, away from orthodoxy:

-
-

neva away from orthodoxy and squarely into the tradi-

-

authors did not reveal the accurate nature of  creation, be-

-

things generally unknown, the uneducated might have 

Calvin Theologi-
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that is meant to communicate, at a time when certain knowl-

-
dating himself  to the rudeness of  the common folk, men-

 It is im-

Nor, in truth was he ignorant of  the fact, that the moon 
-

-

-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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age of  science: in ensuring that where the Bible contradicted 

the increasing claims at the end of  the seventeenth century 
that the Biblical account of  creation ran counter to common 

-

we [now] know the cause and the mystery of  the legal 

In the age of  Descartes, the underlying attitude towards the 

the accommodated statement becomes a tool to square 

accommodation to reconcile seeming contradictions, in the 
-
-
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-

-

the face of  science, should be read as accommodations that 

-
-
-

light human iniquity, for Turrettini it brought to light that 

-
ment undermines faith in reason, for Turrettini it is exact-
ly the challenge to establish a rational defense of  religion 

-

attitude leads to rationalist discussions about whether what 

ratio -

on nature and science functioned as a theater of  his wis-
dom, whereas for Turrettini reason needed to vouch for the 
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-
-

those who can understand from those who cannot under-

-

as an incorrect statement, but it should instead be seen as 

Turrettini, but he does not belong to the earlier tradition, 

-

-

-

-
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not a closed system elaborated around a central idea, 
but that it draws together, one after another, a whole 
series of  Biblical ideas, some of  which can only with 

in turn, the author of  the Institutes was doubtless striving 
-

to which he himself  takes good care to call attention to 

an effect of  the contrast between the human and divine 
-

-
ness and his misery, the value attached to earthly goods and 

-

Calvin
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-
-

ing a degree of  coherence but refusing to bring this coher-

behavior towards men:

-

-

as though he changed his feel-

describes it in the Institutes:

-
resent himself  to us not as he is in himself, but as he 

ought not to imagine any emotion in him, but rather to 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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potentia absoluta -
potentia ordinata refers 

be trustworthy and more stable, albeit, of  course, still om-

-
commodated statement has little truck with making system-

-
gerness to seem acute, that they have made it a question 

potentia ordinata or 
absoluta
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-

-

-

of  a systematic nature into what the accommodated state-

potentia ordinata / potentia absoluta de-

into effect—he could have made the earth so that it 
-

-
ing of  the potentia absoluta

who chose de potentia ordinata to accommodate in his es-
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-

what lies underneath is not a logical coherence but an at-

rutis

accommodated statement one is not to take the word at face 

-

roughness notwithstanding, the accommodated statement is 
nonetheless true:

-

that he should be thus ready as one guilty to clear himself: but this is said by 
-

 
people! what have I done? 

say, to give answer to it, so that they might mutually discuss the question, as 
, 
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were it not said in clear terms, that Divine wrath, and 

less sensible of  our wretchedness without the mercy of  
-

at the thought of  eternal death, we are so instructed by 

in a manner hostile to us, and has his arm raised for our 

 As we shall see, this stance goes 
-
-

logical coherence, and, furthermore, it engenders an attitude 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-
-

The accommodated statement is said ‘in accommodation to 

-

-

bring about, and who is to warrant the content of  the state-
ment? Or as Helm states:

himself  not only to children in the nursery, or to those 
-
-

descending from his loftiness to make himself  known 

-
gian that used the notion of  accommodation so extensively 
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for the use of  this notion through both his knowledge of  

-
tion of  accommodation in which accommodation is used to 

accommodation falls between scholastic assessments of  al-

inventions while at the same time not renouncing the truth-

tends, as we have seen in the analyses by Battles, Balserak, 
-

-
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-

Institutes -

of  the Institutes:

summa -
gested in an order which will make it easy for any one, 

in the case of  the accommodated statement, the meaning of  

-

-

As such the accommodation stands for a hinted-at interac-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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§

-

-

-

-

Calvin and the Knowledge of  God, it was asserted 

when he stated that ‘the motif, or cluster of  motifs, of  divine 
 

use of  the notion of  accommodation, 
, 

challenges the idea that there exists such a thing as a coher-

Religionis -
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number of  vistas that might resolve this, but in general the 

Although Balserak offers strong arguments, and above all, 
an extensive enumeration of  accommodated instances in 

-
ence might have come from other sources than found until 

Divin-

In short, we started out with a notion of  accommodation 
that was meant to smooth the creases of  logical incoherence 

-

Before we continue, let us take a look at the various instances 

-
-

turally, ontologically, necessary, and the historical accommo-

model by including two more categories: not only human 
-
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-
-

- Human sinfulness:

-
commodations geared towards overcoming such emotional 
weaknesses as sluggishness, lethargy, fear, grief, doubt, will-

-
-

tion of  any agency to angelic messengers:

of  enemies, such is our frailty and effeminacy, that we 

The overarching element in this notion is the idea that hu-

-
mans, whether they are Old Testament-Israelites or New 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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- Human creatureliness:

-
long to him, for he does not delight himself  after the 
manner of  men when he takes vengeance on wicked-

-

broad category of  accommodation includes according to 
Dowey not only the act of  creation itself, but also the in-

-
tinction:

of  captus

-
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-
-

fold framework because the categories are both geared to-

statement, whether it be creation in general, or instances of  

statements, in the sense that a logical coherent factor might 

in the accommodated statement: the accommodation might 

to the blatant fact that, seen in this light, accommodation 

-

but from our excessive dullness in considering his great-
ness? In the meantime, the vanity of  our minds carries 

-
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In the 
clearly:

universe into six days, even though it would have been 
-

ment the whole work together in all its details than to 

-

-
vel of  his accommodating gesture that ordained the world 

potentia 

ordinata and potentia absoluta 

the notion of  the accommodation engulfs the distinction in 
one act of  accommodation:

-
ments on or alludes to the distinction between the ab-

-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-
dained the creation of  the universe in six days ‘for human-

-

whence arises this but from our excessive dulness in 
considering his greatness? In the meantime, the vanity 

§

 This idea has 
-

accommodation becomes indeed, as Dowey stated, a central 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-
-

course, such as the ordinata / absoluta distinction, what is the 

-
commodation?

Now, in this way, the accommodated statement refers back 

-
tively, to ward off  any intrusion into the accommodation? 

-

For the idea underlying the search for a systematic coherence 

-

have seen with the ordo recte docendi, this does not necessarily 

voice that interacts with his context and with his surround-

an intra-textual tension that is recurrent in these instances of  

-
-
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-

-
tion becomes, if  the various forms of  accommodation are, 

-

does seem to be a strong demand on the reader to agree with 
-

use of  the notion of  accommodation we can clearly see 

-

towards retaining an imminent truth, that is nonetheless ex-

level and to use our foolish language in order to communi-

- And yet it is not geared towards excusing logically unsound 
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-
modation is not to be used to take away validity from the 

should 

back into the claim that the Institutes themselves function as 
a guide, as a summa 

of  meaning, and that notions such as eternity and truth are 

-

-

that the earth was created, can all be seen as accommodated 

The text redirects the reader time and again to an indescrib-
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-
requisites for reading the text in the right way, and, subse-

-
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The reader of  the Institutes of  the Christian Religion is not a 
-

tered cloister cell in which the monk is trying to devote 

Institutes of  Christian Religion 

is not a book that is merely informative or that is meant as 

argument du present livre

CHAPTER FOUR

MEDITATIO FUTURAE VITAE:
CALVIN AND THE CALVINISTS

hold the immortality of  the soul by 

be deemed insane? Are those then sane 
who cannot obtain any certainty of  the 
divine favor, because the carnal eye is 

-

Loving one who loves you, 

Nice work if  you can get it, 
And if  you get it—

Nice Work If  You Can Get It

 Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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Institutes Institutes

edition, written for students of  theology, but, later, ‘desiring 
to communicate any fruit which might be in it to my French 

 -

-

-
ments of  the Institutes

And since we are bound to acknowledge that all truth 

boldly to declare what I think of  this work, acknowledg-

-
Institutes as 

-

-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion

, which was attached to the French edition of  the Institutes 
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Institutes do not offer anything less than ‘guidance 
all principal matters

of  the Institutes

-

-

Institutes were in fact a 

Initia 

Calvini hints at as much when he states that historical research ‘should not 

Scotus, Oberman traces certain elements, and then concludes ‘This is the 

meaning that in order to bring to the fore the workings of  a text, we have to 
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to be taken literally, what does this mean for the reader of  
the Institutes

-
ate a change? As we will see, the Institutes

claims for guidance and facilitation of  understanding, can 

I would like to focus on the way this book connects itself  

do with the wisdom collected in the Institutes, if  the Insti-

tutes -

the ‘meditatio futurae vitae’

that has been accorded to the Institutes

The Institutes

a great measure, knows to what he should refer each 
sentence, and has a rule by which to test whatever is 

However, quite early into the Institutes, it becomes clear that it 
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the Institutes 

they mutter in corners, were anything to be gained by 
-

full credit in the hearts of  men, until they are sealed by 

or generate faith, there is an uneasy tension as to what ex-
actly the Institutes

In the end true understanding is not communicable by dis-

 True 
faith stands aloof  to unbelievers, closed off  to those who do 

draw any meaning from religious texts like the Institutes, but 

-
chological effects of  the Institutes for the reader: with faith 
being inherently immutable, and incommunicable, does not 
the work itself  generate a terrible anxiety in the reader? Are 
not those who are in search of  salvation -and let us take the 
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In-

stitutes

-

 offered exactly a 

-

Institutes with a rock-like theology, obfuscating a 

the sola scriptura sola 

necessity that determines the correct reading of  the Institutes 

risk of  cutting out the role of  the reader in a fundamental 

any entrance into the text, life for the reader comes down to 
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those who have doubts about their salvation remain in the 

-

comfort and reassurance are negotiated in a framework that 

-

artist never yet had so fair and noble a design but some 

ensued between those who believe that there is a clear break 

9

Walden
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 I will ar-

-

not be located solely in the doctrinal content but also, to an 
-

-

-
ogy can be thought of  as not only doctrinal content but as 
a linguistic charge -

Kendall, 

-

-
-

sus the Westminster Confession

Culture

-
Calvin and the Calvinists 

Calvin at the Center 
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Walden Walden -
municate the charge of  eternity that can be read in a text, 

danger of  dogmatism and self-referentiality that lies in em-

§4.3 Calvin on faith and the reprobate

-

under what modalities, the believer can have certain knowl-

-

-
-

start with what gave rise to this confusion, by examining the 
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receives an unwavering faith and assurance of  the ‘divine 

things are hidden from us, but because, involved in the 

This does not mean that faith is not true, nor does it mean 
-

process towards full 
-

ly are associated with a process that is open ended: obedience, 
 irradiated,

recognition,
from it,  receiving -

-
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-
fected by doubt, nor a security which anxiety never as-

struggle with their own distrust, and are thus far from 

that can be very hard to distinguish from the true faith of  
the elect:

affected by almost the same feeling as the elect, so that 
-

So, with faith lying outside of  human reasoning, and with 

believer might doubt his election? That the believer might 
think his sense of  security is actually a simulacrum of  faith? 

-
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about election:

-

for a time with a fading faith, yet the elect alone have 

-

-

from these works, nor even from the emotional security they 
offer,

knowledge of  his election:

that we are elected, so we shall follow the best order, 
if, in seeking the certainty of  our election, we cleave 

sure attestations
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-

-

the assuring foundation is absent from this almost-similar 
-

matters of  election:

the divine wisdom, and goes back even to the remot-

-
dermining of  their value because their ground lies outside 

-

extent out of  reach for the believer, and as such the believer 

-
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§4.4 Kendall: Westminster Calvinism?

In his -

 As 

 According to Ken-

reformulate it in the direction of  a clearer, more reassuring 

-

that these later strands of  calvinism could focus more on the 
signs of  being elected, thus generating an attitude towards 

-

-
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-

 As a re-

 The result is 
-

 The re-
sult of  this change from hiddenness towards assurance took 

-

Therefore if  we want to know we are in the number of  
the elect, we must be persuaded

-
sists largely of  a discouraging of  the believer to ground the 
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-

-
-
 

-

-
 The 

-
-

that sees reformed orthodoxy as facilitating a rigid and mor-

-
Calvin 

and the Calvinists Cal-

Westminster Confession of  Faith



MEDITATIO FUTURAE VITAE

209

-

of  faith transformed this doctrine into a doctrine of  limited 

-

-

-

-

-

-
sion, Kendall argued, good works are indeed referred to as 

Calvin and the Calvinists
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that knowledge 

-
mandments, are the fruits and evidence of  a true and 
lively faith: and by them believers manifest their thank-

Helm continues by stating: ‘but these good works are not in 

They are the visible evidence of  the regenerating work of  
 

Helm argues that even though the word evidence is used, 

-

to suggest that they almost did so, or that they should have 

-
-

faith:

There are signs -
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-

The confusion is caused, according to Helm, by the ‘ground 

-

has not to trust in himself  for salvation – this would be sal-
-

 As 
Helm states ‘it was monstrous to teach that such assurance 

 

-
ing to Helm, that even though there might be doubt, there 

-

-

Once it is allowed that assent is an act of  the intellect 
by means of  which the truth of  certain statements is 
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the Confession

-

faith, if  they were merely reformulating something that was 

why the word, with its forensic connotations, is being used 

-

-

for instance, the reformed orthodoxy, as well as of  how a 

-
nal difference might not be as clear and decisive as Kendall 

-
tique of  Kendall
reformed orthodoxy could still be thought of  as a linguistic 

-
Westminster Confession 

sometimes use linguistic categories that would seem to lead 
to legalistic or voluntaristic roads, in fact at the center of  
their theology still lies the unfathomable work of  faith that 

Calvin and English Calvinism -
-
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-
all and Helm fully disagree on the accessibility of  this faith, 

Westminster Confession 

Westminster Confession 

-

Westminster Confession

-

-

limits of  assurance albeit in a different terminology, would it 

and sure knowledge whilst guarding against unwarranted 
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this tension? And to what extent does this language close 
 Such a study would be interesting not 

thought -

-

-

the Confession

-

-

Confession in 
-

does this ambivalence demand of  the reader?

-

used the same

which is often read as a critique of  overly 
-
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for anxiety in this voice:

drove him through his career of  strenuous and distin-

thought in ways of  which he could have scarcely been 

-

for a time with a fading faith, yet the elect alone have 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-

might be useful to think of  the difference between the two 
-

Walden

of  a linguistic charge is at stake, whose challenges are re-
Institutes

when one takes a closer look at the book, Walden centers 
not so much around whether one should live, as Thoreau 

Walden The 

:

about writing in Walden -
tematically used in making out what kind of  book he 

 as a 

-
-
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Walden come to the 

The narrator in Walden

of  Walden

the sound of  church-bells, trains, or the bustle of  the nearby 

gesture, and the foundationality of  writing as such, we can 

doctrinal value:

One young man of  my acquaintance, who has inherited 
some acres, told me that he thought he should live as 

that before he has fairly learned it I may have found out 
another for myself, I desire that there may be as many 

Walden
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clearly steering away from any thoughts the reader might 

of  the book, Thoreau muses over the value of  his work: 

the challenge is to think that in each form of  life there lies 
-

 Even though we cannot control how we 

driven should be as another rivet in the machine of  the uni-
 And, even more concisely: 

 The book Walden in 

Books must be read as deliberately and reservedly as 

written, for there is a memorable interval between the 

a sound, a tongue, a dialect merely, almost brutish, and 
we learn it unconsciously, like the brutes, of  our moth-

if  that is our mother tongue, this is our father tongue, 
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heard by the ear, which we must be born again in order 

The book Walden

Walden

-

Walden the idea 
is not so much to offer a doctrinal assurance, a manual for 

the level of  the mother tongue and security on the level of  
-

between those who merely convince themselves that they 
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doctrinal elements remained central, the idea of  a linguistic 
-

vin and his successors can turn the question not to whether 
-
-

-

-
Westminster Confession, it becomes 

not so much a question to decry the use of  words like ‘evi-
-

if  the discussion could be geared towards the modalities of  

continuity, this voice has to be taken into account: how does 

of  the Westminster Confession relate itself  to the arrogation of  
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resembles faith but is in fact a simulacrum? It is a question 
-

§4.7 Images of  the afterlife

-
-

-

Let us take a look at the question by examining more closely 

If  we see a funeral, or walk among graves, as the image 
-

vanishes as soon as we turn our back, and leaves not 

-
tality itself, as if  no rumour of  it had ever reached us, 

acknowledge its truth, but, so far from giving heed to it, 
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to us all, I say, not to be admonished by words, but con-
-

admiration, as if  it contained within itself  the sum of  

us, it must be our duty to listen to him when he calls, 

then, as the relativeness of  being, is by no means the meditatio 

futurae vitae 

or the relativity of  life: ‘even when convinced we scarcely 

against the dangers of  bringing the eternal down to earth 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-
-

to distance himself  from anyone who confounds the end of  

-

-
-

earthly setting:

at hand with 
 

us to be constantly waiting for him in such a way as not 
Watch, says he, 

Calvin’s Commentaries
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means that one should be constantly aware that man is not 

-

meditatio futurae vitae

The only way the afterlife can be described is in negative 

meditatio futurae vitae serves then 

-

turn away his back to the world, as the monk retreating in 
his cloister living out his contemptus mundi

extramural and intramural, is fraught with exactly the same 
innerweltliche Askese that 
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over into everyday life, creating a feeling of  a constant re-

-
ing belief  in terrestrial truth: ‘For the Lord hath ordained, 
that those who are ultimately to be crowned in heaven must 

How the believer is to wage the war, or listen to the call of  
duty, is as of  yet, unclear, but what is sure is that the victory 
will not be seen on earth: the victory is to be obtained in 

where convinced the end of  time was at hand, he obstinately 

meditatio futurae vitae, 

the meditatio 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-

‘we should always consider the end of  it to be, that we may 

seen as inherently worthless, but negative events like disas-

-
tainty:

stretch forward to a future immortality?

continually look forward to: ‘at all events, we must stand so 

 Also, in our 

-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-

-
terlife: ‘in comparison

-

what could the guiding role be that the Institutes claim to of-

for the reader of  the Institutes

Institutes do not 
succeed in giving a handle for the reader, in giving a key to 

durée

Institutes, but 
in extension also an understanding concerning the saving 

follow the road the text offers, but is not accommodated at 

-

meditatio futurae vitae is not to be sought 
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-

horror vacui

reader that the eyes should be directed to the future life in-
-

location for this battle between the earthly terms and the 

How, in the absence of  mechanisms such as the monastery, 
-

vent a horror vacui

Judging by the title, this question seems to be answered in 
‘how to use the 

do, is only 

intemperance, and immoderate 

desire, all these three could be subsumed under the heading 
intemperance 

-
sions, since this would entail an extremity that will not result 

-
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But, what matters to us most here is the advice against im-

-

-

-
-
-

then in no way suited to relieve the believer of  his fear, nor 
are they secure footholds from which one can access the mil-

-
ful, and modest, way of  life could enable the ascesis that 

guidelines about how this ascetic charge is to be effectuated 
in daily life are structurally and necessarily beyond the reach 

without lavishing too much on himself, and who lives in an inner-wordly 
askese without critical agency towards his situation, could be derived solely 

Institutes
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This silence stands in stark contrast to the security in which 

-
tations of  earthly life, but also the man who can withstand 
the lack of  security that the earthly life, devoid of  accessible 

-

demanded by the reader would be given in the text itself, 

as well as the Institutes unattainable, and incommunicable for 

If  we return to the centre of  the quote discussed above, we 

-

-

in the Institutes, the one who assures us that we cannot be 

task to communicate that what matters is, in essence, incom-
argument du 

present livre with which the Institutes start, it becomes clear 
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-

all who reverence the word of  the Lord, to read it, and 

-

-

book is effective, it is because of  the divine charge carried in 

Institutes

the summary are understood correctly, then ‘they will know 

Institutes are meant 

meditatio futurae vitae, it be-

-
ing the words to communicate correctly, instead the words 
themselves should be seen as not merely describing, but also 

-
ing and merely thinking about the vanity of  life amount to 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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image consists of  that is to be formed of  the future life turns 
out to be not so much a comfort nor a mental exercise in 
contemptus mundi -

lies in words, but that cannot be limited by the meaning of  

innerweltliche Askese, the text does not so much call for memo-

text into everyday life: ‘not to be admonished by words, but 
-

-

-
meditatio futurae vitae then, 

overcoming the limits of  earthly life without recourse to any 

the meditatio futurae vitae

that only the strong can follow? Is the meditatio futurae vitae 
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-

religious struggle,  these letters give an interesting insight 
-

th

you, fearing that if  the letter fell into bad hands, it might 
-

-
ten you, neither I nor all the brethren hereabouts, as to 

-

-
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see to what he has called you: doubt not therefore, that ac-

-
ence that he has never failed those who allow themselves to 

-
-

of  faith:

say would be of  little service to you, were it not drawn 

-
rious over such strong enemies as the devil, death, and 

-

have believed, manifest what authority he deserves to 
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the human being:

-

-
-

blood of  the Lord, may be referred, so that the soul 

-
low the literal sense, and in suchwise to conceive of  the 

-

Instead, the security of  faith is broken down to its very semi-
-
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-

was tried and executed for heresy, and Luther, although 
Schwanhausen was unknown to him, sent him a letter of  

-

should I comfort one who is stronger than I am? Only 

know, my brothers, that it behoves us to be thus morti-
-

-



MEDITATIO FUTURAE VITAE

237

– a strength on which all those who trust, shall never be 

heavy it may be, any more than he did who won so glo-
rious a victory, that in the midst of  our miseries it is an 

-
sole, nor exhort you more at length, knowing that our 

in this dramatic situation, a false assurance: there is still the 

 The 

not so much assured of  their salvation, as they are reminded 
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of  the necessity to continue the contemptus mundi even now, 
-

more at length, knowing that our heavenly Father gives you 

we see a funeral, or walk among graves, as the image of  

-

-

it is clear that the theological antidote for anxiety lies in the 

can get it
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Institutes of  Christian Religion

On the one hand, by constantly referring to human iniquity 
and the limits of  human understanding, the Institutes demand 

other hand, the Institutes

Institutes’ textual au-
thority and sense of  security seems to stand in stark con-

-
-

-

In a variety of  ways, the discussion between Barth and Brun-

-

CHAPTER FIVE

CONCLUSION AND IMPLICATIONS:
TRACING CIRCLES
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result they have for the reader creates a vista of  research that 
-

questions like ‘what is the underlying systematic coherency 
-

-

-

security, can be uncovered without relinquishing the embed-

-
-

-

above focused on an overarching concentricity at work in 
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A circularity frames the Institutes

-
Institutes, there is 

sin, but if  man is sinful, how can one distinguish sin from 
resistance to sin? The very end of  the Institutes refers the 

the Institutes -
man and divine, of  true knowledge: one cannot form an im-

one cannot form an image of  sinful man without contrasting 

-
rist, the extra Calvinisticum is, far from being a middle-ground 

-

-
-

as to how to interact with the combination of  divine truth 
-

condition humaine

-

one can oversee them, yet sharing an absence as center, one 
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It is the overarching nature of  the concentric circles that 
-

-
Institutes

Institutes themselves, however, these levels are inter-

which this circularity could arise, and that would bind this 
-
-

dismiss the analyses of  the former as anachronistic ‘accom-

-

-
-

-
ties of  reading, and to the changing nature of  reading that 
circular doctrines such as the sola scriptura 
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-

ormation: Grammar and Grace, that sola scriptura is, all claims 
of  literalness notwithstanding, in fact an inherently literary 

-
-

-

-
ther: ‘Et quis erit iudex, quodnam id verbum sit: Lutherus, 
an ecclesia catholica?  This crisis of  meaning is diagnosed by 

– indeed more – discords and disagreements because of  

, 

, 
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undermining faith in language and instead turns towards the 
-

-

exists: does one read the -

of  time

should then 
-

condition humaine

the work of  for instance Erich Auerbach, a certain move-

Auerbach 

efforts, and he sees the style, movements, and changes of  
-

-

Mimesis



CONCLUSION

245

-
, are not as traditional, 

remarks on language and linguistic failing back to religious 

-

-

Burning to Read

-

-

-

 Furthermore, as I have cited in the introduction, 
-

soning of  literal-minded reading:

The conditions of  sixteenth-century early textual mo-

-
9

Burning to Read

Burning to Read

Burning to Read -
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Underlying the sola scriptura

claims to cut out the reader, lies in fact an undecidability that 

folds into a current that he calls ‘sixteenth-century early tex-

-

-

literal truth, all robustness notwithstanding, can be an inher-
ently unstable textual exercise, and its outcome necessarily 

-

meaning the underlying tension can be brought to the fore: 

-

ordo recte 

docendi -

-
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-
-

 

 

-

Institutes -

 for 
instance, the narrator also warns against reading his work 

-
wards instilling into the reader the distinction between the 

the father tongue being exactly the same language but ‘a re-

 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion

Walden
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condition 

humaine -
-

-

and yet that is not all there is to say, nor to hear:

of  that nation by which they are written, for there is a 
-

The one is commonly transitory, a sound, a tongue, a 
dialect merely, almost brutish, and we learn it uncon-

-
er tongue, this is our father tongue, a reserved and select 
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-
ments of  the Institutes, and the ending of  the Institutes, with 

-

-
ing of  the Institutes, the ruler is reminded of  the obedience 

decisive question, what shall we use to distinguish an average 
sinful ruler from an extremely sinful ruler? refers straight 

-

Institutes

-
-

ginning of  the Institutes

discuss the knowledge of  man, because without the remind-

 

-

-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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 the 

is both here and in heaven, the claim of  the sola scriptura, that 
-

extra Calvin-

isticum, occurs even at the level of  syntax: everybody has an 

-
-

of  man, cannot be so easily isolated: ideally one combines a 

-

of  knowledge over the other, generating an insecurity as to 

-

-

extended in the extra Calvinisticum

-
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-

-

-

again, the terms eternity and terrestrial are not to be seen as 

Accommodation

-

in rhetoric and in earlier biblical analyses was used for the 

more ontological meaning: the accommodated statement 
-

Both the extra Calvinisticum as well as the accommodated na-

-
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Institutes

The reader is not to draw unwarranted conclusions from 

dealt with the meditatio futurae vitae

-

Undermining the ontological basis

-

-

ourselves of  our iniquitous constitution, we will equally risk 

necessary to counter idolatrous belief  in limited human ca-
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Expanding limits -

-

extra

the reader that even though the Bible contains the truth, we 
-

 ‘Those who 

unwarranted symbolism, but through a sort of  imminence 

Expansion into created order -
life in the Institutes 

extra dimension has 
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ordo recte docendi

The Institutes

of  the sixteenth century morass of  humanistic, scholastic, 

-

reading of  the beginning and the ending of  the Institutes: the 

the very beginning, a notion of  insecurity and movement 

-

order in which the two forms of  knowledge are arranged is 

-
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-

moment onwards, the reader is warned that references to 

of  knowledge are geared towards movement, then the no-

-
-

-
more, this cognitive element is not constrained to the eu-

-
tural knowledge reminiscent of  the extra dimension in the 

-
modated, demanding of  the reader to give duration to this 
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-

In a word, the circularity of  the Institutes

Institutes are 

century was a century in which a war over words was fought, 
-

-
sola 

scriptura

-
gation that can ask itself  other questions than the theologi-
cal quest for systematic coherence or the natural theology 
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-

and time again, we returned to the limits of  what the hu-

we started this dissertation was that such a recurrent theme 
is being said as much as that it makes a claim 

about what is not 

-
fers a contribution to the discussion of  fundamentalism: 

-

which both these theological attitudes can rise can nonethe-

-
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-
-

-

-

-

-

-
ability with biological and racist determinations, resistance 

-
-

have executed analyses of  these moments elsewhere,  but 

-
-
-

is twofold: fundamentalism on the one hand, and nihilism, 
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associates calvinism, but the uneasy concentricity in which 

This question regarding the agency in which human fallibil-

-

Alain Badiou,  are 

offers, in the words of  Badiou, the ‘foundation of  universal-

-

-

-

-

i ek,  

Romans
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-

of  indiscernability can give rise to both secular acquiescence 

-

offered nothing but the choice between fear and trembling 

-
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In this study, I trace a recurrent yet curiously understudied 
Institutes of  Christian Re-

ligion

-

regarding textuality, this study furthermore offers a new view 

studies, in which the linguistic effects of  the sola doctrine in 

systematic and logically consistent foundation of  religious 
-

-

-
-

those of  Samuel Beckett and Henry David Thoreau enables  
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-

good of  the divinely elected King than craft a man-made re-

magnum opus ends with what can 

-
-

Institutes 

from ungodly revolt against a divinely sanctioned situation? 
In this sense, the end of  the Institutes refers right back to the 
beginning, leaving the reader without an easily accessible exit 

These moments that frame the Institutes

-
-

Institutes, in which 

-
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of  human imagination, or with the knowledge of  man, 
whose iniquity should serve as a reminder that any image of  

-
-

a human element should always be included and, vice versa, 
-

Institutes

-
titude includes the interaction with theology, it includes the 
interaction with the Institutes

-

-
-

accommodatio, or accommodation, 
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-

-

-
-

into the attitude the believer is to assume regarding ques-

say, moments in the text in which the text itself  reaches its 

-

-
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toe weinig geanalyseerde, concentrische dimensie in Johan-
Institutie van de Christelijke Religie -

-
-

-

-

-

sola doctrines en 
-

den als claims over tekstualiteit en wat het betekent om een 

-

-

Institutie van 

van auteurs als Samuel Beckett and Henry David Thoreau 
-

SAMENVATTING
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-
-

-

-
Institutie

Institutie

magnum opus

-

van de Institutie

eerste hoofdstuk behandel ik het eerste boek van de Institutie, 
ordo recte docendi -
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-

-

Institutie

-

dubbele beweging vereist: aan de ene kant moeten er geen 
-

-



SAMENVATTING

279

-
-

-
medita-

tio futurae vitae

-

brieven aan ter dood veroordeelde volgelingen wordt het 

-
-

-

-


