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§1.1 The knowledge of  God and knowledge of  man

sapientiae

deemed true and solid wisdom, consists almost entirely 

But as these are connected together by many ties, it is 

Institutes

duplex cognitio

-

The Knowledge of  God 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion

CHAPTER ONE

ORDO RECTE DOCENDI: 
CALVIN, MELANCHTHON, BECKETT
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40

 Since only the correct 

The Institutes -

himself  without forthwith turning his thoughts towards the 

-

-

-

-

-
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-
-

-

by the refulgence, as to oblige us to confess that our acute-

after the blinding glare of  the divine image has retreated, 

-

-
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42

-

-

the Institutes of  Christian Religion

The order, then, in which true sapientia is to be discussed 

-

of  ourselves are bound together by a mutual tie, due 
ordo recte docendi postulat) that 

-

 
-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-

-
-

sequences of  the indecision are, as well as to how the two 

-

-
out solving the 

In the Epistle to the Reader 

of  the Institutes

Institutes

-
-

in hunc 

sum-

ma

which will make it easy for any one, who rightly com-

Institutio Christianae Religionis 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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44

The goal of  the Institutes summa of  religion, 

as a book in which the reader is not only taught all central 
-

Institutes

Institutes in 

Loci Communes

Loci Communes, but suf-
Institutes became 

a book which offers a totality of  knowledge about religion 

Institutes  For, as far as order is concerned, 
the earlier editions of  the Institutes were structured quite dif-

Institutes

-

tione Dei ac nostri

Institutes 

-

things in heaven and on earth have been created for his 

the Institutes The Writ-

-
Christianae Religionis Institutio  : Totam Fere 

-

plectens
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9

-
-
-

logue, the reader is constantly directed back to the doctrine 

-

-

Institutes:

Decalogue  
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Institutes

Institutes was a summa of  sound doctrine, 

Institutes was al-
Institutes, it 

Institutes -

-
cordingly:

-
ing summa of  religious knowledge, summa doctrinae 

with summa sapientiae

-

Institutes are now ordered ac-

Institutes to a re-

-

Institutio Christianae Religionis
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ordo recte docendi pos-

tulat)

-
doctrina to sapientia 

 doctrine, that served well in the cat-
echetical model, still underlies both the correct knowledge 

-
scribed it accurately:

Both forms of  knowing are still so intertwined that it is 

knowledge 

Subsequently, commentators have questioned whether the 
Institutes, which is loosely based on 

-
tion in the Institutes

-
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summa of  religion in all 
 of  the later editions of  the  has troubled 

In-

stitutes 

theological investigation in order to stay close to ‘the Biblical 

the introductory words of  the Institutes, both in their 

-

-

instead focusing on the effect that the doctrines of  
and sola scriptura -

-
es in which the summa sapientiae shows cracks: the circular, 
self-referential nature of  the 

the changes in the editions of  the Institutes can be read as a 
sola 

scriptura -

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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about a doctrine that calls writing itself  into question, is an 

Institutes to the more than 

sola

-
bilities fall short, and textual authority becomes dangerously 

Over the course of  the different editions of  the Institutes, the 
various sola

-

the authorial authority with which they are denied their 

a fashion, we need to take a closer look at the logical incon-
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such as Johann Neander,  Karl Hagenbach,
Shedd, -
nored logical knots and focused on the coherence of  re-

Institutes led a number 

Der evangelische Glaube 

-

-

Herman Bauke, in his  de-
 

Bauke, although he does not go all the way in assessing the 
-

In a way the famous debate between Karl Barth and Emil 

-

tian Dogmas

 
-
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-

-
der and divine truth

-

si integer stetisset 

Adam

Developments of  his Religious Thought 

-
 Similarly, 

-
Institutes 

that

-

th

Natur und Gnade   -

Nein! Antwort an Emil Brunner

Calvin

  : transl. 

  ; in collaboration with the editor and a committee of  

advisers
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logical inconsistencies in the Institutes, 
-
-

ordo recte docendi has 
-

 Firstly, as 

existential angst 

The Unaccommodated Calvin

these authors in the introduction, it is useful here to recall 
-

-
Institutes has 

-

 Bouwsma at-

ordo 

recte docendi -
-
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in a time of  crisis, he now meant by “order” no confor-

 

scriptura sola

in his treatment of  sin, a vocabulary not only of  good and 

-

another, and his theology is an  that simultaneously 
angst for disorder 

-
-

, and this anxiety goes down to the very gram-
matical structure of  the Institutes, to such a degree that the 

 The ordo recte docendi is for Bou-
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The Unaccommodated Calvin, makes 

-
tions that are foreign to the mind of  the sixteenth century 

systematic theologian, for instance, should be relinquished 

-
cance of  the historical issue being examined in the doctrinal 

-
 The nineteenth 

-

-

 It is only after careful 

that one can come close to making a historical evaluation 

be exciting, or even relevant , but ‘in any case, the genuine 

The Unaccommodated Calvin
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-

st

-
vianus, whatever the variance between their theologi-
cal understanding and the document itself, we view 

-

-

loci

Methodus et 

dispositio seu totius operis argumentum, an analytical summary of  

seen in the light of  a scholastic  discussion of  theological 

-
-

The Unaccommodated Calvin
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loci

who, much like most of  the sixteenth-century theologians, 
-

ranged in the style of  the loci communes -

-

, nor will 
-

in sixteenth- century history, but that it might not be best 

-

-

-
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-

-

-

-

The Unaccommodated Calvin 
to 

-

in almost any sixteenth-century author, and its use should 
-
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in the Institutes

antithetical 

ordo recte docendi -
-

high rhetoric has been taken out of  the context of  rhet-

the case for his order of  materials, his way through the 

-

ordo 

recte docendi

The Unaccommodated Calvin
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-

a clarifying arrangement, directly taken from the rhetorical 

to an ordo recte docendi 

-

as the only way out of  the labyrinth
of  human or 

divine knowledge does not affect the ordo recte docendi

ordo

-
loci

-

th century, the 
unsettling dimension of  the sola scriptura, or of  logical incon-

of  images like  and 
-

the use of  rhetorically sound dialectical inventio of  the argu-

Rhetoric in the Eu-

ropean Tradition
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-

However, one may wonder whether relegating the lan-

the realm of  sixteenth century rhetoric, does not obscure 

Or, one may wonder whether historical sensitivity to the 
sixteenth-century rhetorical tradition necessarily forecloses 

systematic coherence, it might be a valuable contribution to 

-

-

ordo recte docendi, is indeed 

-

-
tions: ces formes subtiles ou éclatantes

-
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-

-

such as Oberman,  Barth,  and more recently, Se-
rene Jones  have stressed that there is a certain element in 

the logical knots, let us take a look at how rhetoric functions 
Institutes.

the workings of  rhetoric, can tell us more of  the effect of  

Initia Calvini

intellectual history is as treacherously reductionist as its twin brother ‘Ahn-

of  deconstruction, this time not to eliminate but to recover the authorial 
Initia Calvini

theology, states that there is nonetheless an “anti-systematical” nature in 
Calvin

-

Calvin. 

, hints 
-
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ordo recte docendi -
sented as a way out of  the 

and forensic forms can all be located :

Institutes

-

but he, dwell the true light of  wisdom, solid virtue, exuber-
-

scribed in equally classical terminology: ‘we always seem to 

-
kind is fused here with the terminology of  the forensic dis-

-

Rhetorica

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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virtuous energy, will be condemned as the most miserable 
 And ‘ [w?]hat can man do, man who is but rot-

Institutes, executed with 
 in order to be more con-

down as such:

-‐	  

-‐	  

-

to that of  medieval manuals, one should bear in mind the very different 
use that is made of  the theory of  iudicium

will also serve as a testing device, but mainly to test the validity of  single 
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64

The double and equally credible inferences to be drawn: ‘Ev-

The entirety of  the Institutes

text interweaving all three forms of  rhetorical discourse, it 

should be chosen in connection to the nature of  the audi-

memoria, and pronunciatio

and the written text, able to be read in many different cir-
cumstances, was increasingly aimed at accommodating to a 

-
torical discourse in such a theological treatise, is the increased 
attention given to rhetoric over dialectic in the writings of  

-

-

 the classical division within the trivium was 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion

-
torical discourse in the Institutes

and the Rhetorical Tradition

The Cornuco-

pian Text
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-
-

ratus used in scholastic reasoning and dialectics, was becom-

-
tion of  the rhetorical notions of  invention and dispositio into 

reformers of  the sixteenth century were almost unanimously 

-
-

cal styles together form a total discourse whose intention 

to stimulate the reader towards the good than to know the 
truth

De Inventione 

Dialectica -
tion heralded the beginning of  what has been called north-
ern humanism  :

Renaissance 

papers

-
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But if  we call argumentation everything by which we 
consider what is doubtful and uncertain, I would have 
thought not only that it is necessary for arousing emo-
tion, but that it ought to be very dense and even thickly 

inventio and dispo-

sitio -

-
-

-

 This inclusion of  
-

argumentative strategies, conveniently collected in the many 
handbooks of  rhetorics  that circulated in the sixteenth cen-

Renaissance rheto-

ric

De Inventione Dialectica

Renaissance Argument: Valla and Agricola in the Traditions of  Rhetoric and Dialectic 

Renais-

sance Rhetoric

-
tion during the sixteenth century, see Lee Ann Sonnino, -
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copia

-

ac Rerum Copia  writ-

 in order 

-

use of  rhetorical strategies to affect readers, to move 
-

succinctly:

instilled in young boys, seems to me to yield much more 
fruit than that dialectic which is currently taught in the 

be inferior, nor requiring to be done away with, but sim-

inventio and 
used in the abundant style, are widely used, and even extend-
ed: whereas the art of  the abundant style, as described by 

-

On Copia of  Words and Ideas
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-

combines all the registers in order to affect the reader, to 

sources in order to affect the reader:

-
cure so quaking with terror, that the fear of  death takes 

and annihilated, the inference to be drawn is, that men 

-

Insti-

tutes

-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion



ORDO RECTE DOCENDI

69

-

seamlessly that one is indeed led to believe that what we have 

-

he is almost led to forget that the authorial basis for these 

in which historically traceable uses of  rhetorical devices are 
remains 

-
-

gies remain on the surface of  the text, yet underneath this 

-

Institutes with the 
Loci Communes, we can 
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Loci 

Communes loci that he 

of  religious knowledge in general: ‘In each individual science 
it is customary to seek out certain fundamentals in which the 

-
 

for confusing man-made constructions with the meaning of  
-

-
thon reminds the reader that

reason why we should labor so much on those exalted 

-

universals, formalities, connotations, and various other 

Melanchthon and Bucer -
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foolish words?

-

-
 Aban-

the renewal that a correct discussion of  the true fundamen-
tals can bring:

makes no difference whether he knows their innate 

proper

-

Loci Communes 

-

many 
Loci Communes thus functioned as a 

Melanchthon and Bucer
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Loci Communes -

-
nition of  what religion is, but to move the reader to action, 
to ‘strengthen the conscience and arouse the mind against 

-

-

loci communes is not merely the logical necessity of  virtue and 

loci for Erasmus were basically an 
loci be-

 The 
result of  this is, that the loci seem to offer an answer to the 

-
loci

loci 

there is everything that the student needs in order to answer 

Loci Communes read as a book that one should reread as often 

the book and read sentences such as the following:

Accordingly, in order that we may also counsel those to 

rather harsh, we shall more closely consider the very na-
ture of  the human will so that students may understand 

-

-
-
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-

-
tions that are involved in decisions that are taken against our 

 The reader is guided from the question to a 
-

loci between Erasmus 

loci -

loci, as 

-

loci communes 

one could have are discussed and resolved

One can wonder if  this treatment does in fact succeed in 

-

Melanchthon and Bucer

loci communes -
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-

reader back to the loci

-

the Institutes

-
logians claim to have written a book to which the reader can 

-
Institutes:

of  ourselves are bound together by a mutual tie, due 
ordo recte docendi postulat) that we 

loci communes

-

de betekenis

een tekst is’.  
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Institutes, which functions basi-
-

-

easily found, the ordo recte docendi lacks solid ground and is all 

ordo recte docendi in 

ordo recte docendi ordo 

recte docendi

after all, was the self-confessed goal of  the reformers of  the 
sixteenth century, stands in shrill contrast to the constant 

book of  the Institutes, references to movement abound:

-every man stung by the consciousness of  his own un-

urged by our own evil things to con-

coming to the knowledge of  
himself, is not only urged

-
ated with the lack of  knowledge:

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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in fact, does not thus rest, so long as he is unknown 
to himself ? That is, so long as he is contented with his 
own endowments, and unconscious or unmindful of  
his misery?

not so much a matter of  a describable knowledge, but of  

of  death takes hold of  them, nay, they are, in a manner, swal-

-

text, taking the reader along in movement as teaching, the 
result of  which is, however, that the reader has lost his foot-

-
ity, the clear distinction between knowledge of  man and 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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ordo recte 

docendi, as well as the use of  rhetoric in both authors then dif-
-

ordo recte docendi which logically can-

-
ordo recte docendi, then, 

exercise like the loci communes, the ordo 

sixteenth century as more and more connected to medieval 



ORDO RECTE DOCENDI

78

-
lar interaction between singular text and historical context?

sensitivity to historical context, yet to account for the singu-

of  theological content:

Inasmuch as they were looking for ways of  understand-
-
-

-

-
ical and ecclesiastical consequences were already under 

Although none of  the reformers should be seen as the cre-

-
-

connected to and set in motion by, the sola scriptura, the new 

Reformation Readings of  Romans 



ORDO RECTE DOCENDI

79

took on a new role in the age of  humanism:

they are in conversation with traditions and acknowl-

tradition as well as by choices concerning key theologi-
-

-

So, not so much the content

status

-

not discuss in her concluding article is the effect that this 

sola scriptu-

ra; 

does the sola scriptura -

risks remaining void of  emotional effect?

-
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-

-
duces:

This, however, I trust, will be allowed – that nothing has 

room left for the industry of  those who succeed them, 

-
-

ture is guided, in short, by the moment in which it is execut-

itself  is not so new, but the distinctive trait of  the sixteenth 

sola scrip-

tura changed the dimension of  knowledge, shifting it from 
a dialectical form of  argumentation to a knowledge that can 

if  

, 
-
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sola scriptura 

-

as the sola scriptura -
 becomes the uncertain ground 

-

-
-
-

-
-
-
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-

-
ordo recte docendi

-
bious status of  the ordo 

-
-
-

this - it shows no traces in the Institutes Institutes do not 

-

Luther, yields quite distinct emotional entrances into the 
-

taries are more freely focused on the role of  tribulation and 

running commentary that leaves no verse uncommented 

-
-

Reformation Readings of  Romans
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receive abundance of  grace and of  the gift of  righteousness 

does not mean universal salvation, but only the ‘children of  

of  sin, it is enough for thee to be man, for it dwells in 
-

-

-

 -

Institutes -
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-

Loci Communes ordo 

recte docendi lacks meaningfulness, yet on the other hand we 

the risk of  closing itself  off  entirely, leaving the reader with 
no access to the ordo recte docendi
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the idiosyncratic combination of  insecurity and security in 

In-

stitutes

§1.6 The knowledge of  God: sensus divinitatis

-

-

all reformers as dead, and instead the living knowledge of  

Loci Communes -

, and 

knowledge:

Institutes of  the Christian Religion

Melanchthon and Bucer



ORDO RECTE DOCENDI

86

law and grace to cover sin, how you may strengthen a 

-

The effect of  our knowledge rather ought to be, , to 
, to induce us, 

under its guidance and teaching, to ask every good thing 

instantly giving rise to the thought, that since you are 

creation, to submit to his authority?

-

-
vin and the sixteenth-century reformers there is, from the 

relative disinterest in the logical necessity of  knowledge is 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-

sensus divinitatis,

divinely sown in all, scarcely one in a hundred is found 
who cherishes it in his heart, and not one in whom it 
grows to maturity, so far is it from yielding fruit in its 

ascending higher than themselves, as they ought to do, 
-

in the character in which he is manifested, but imagine 
99

It follows, that every man who indulges in security, after 
-

-
-

-
tion on the natural order
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mechanics of  nature, the sensus divinitatis is not the same as 

The exact status of  the sensus divinitatis 

as natural theology by, amongst others, Emil Brunner and 

ordo recte do-

cendi sensus divinitatis is made 

-

sensus di-

vinitatis

true doctrine, but in acknowledging that there is indeed a 
-

-

-
ently demonstrative arguments in a rhetorical manner, and not so much in a 
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 It seems then, 

at the sensus divinitatis -

The basic idea, I think, is that there is a kind of  faculty 
sensus di-

vinitatis or sense of  divinity, which in a wide variety of  

idea that knowledge is only correct knowledge if  it moves 

having hardened in a daring course of  sin, madly banishing 

 The sensus divini-

tatis

and as a constant reminder of  human fallibility: ‘it follows, 
that very man who indulges in security, after extinguishing 

of  Belief  in God

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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sensus 

divinitatis -

 The sensus divinitatis

-

sensus divinitatis is yet an-

security and insecurity:

divinely sown in all, scarcely one in a hundred is found 
who cherishes it in his heart, and not one in whom it 
grows to maturity, so far is it from yielding fruit in its 

katabasis, the 

either describe a grim situation, from bad to worse so to 

sen-

sus divinitatis

much has been cut out of  the equation that the ‘true knowl-
sensus is further 

-

engraven in characters so bright, so distinct, and illustrious, 
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sensus divinitatis as a 

do
katabasis, the 

that is immediately deconstructed until there is no security 
-

-

-

pro-

duces 
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sensus divinitatis, consider-

-

-

, Austin 

describing a state of  affairs, but bringing the agreement into 
-

and wife” the marriage is actually brought into existence by 
-

 The 

to Do Things With Words
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-
cessfully bring about that to which they refer, or they fail to 

-

whose content is neither true nor false, do not merely de-

-

-

of  the twentieth century, the sensitivity to language as not 

-

-

-

-
-

“the senses in which to say something is to do something”, see: Austin, 
to Do Things With Words
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-

exhaustion

-

on his face on the grass, beside those biscuits of  
which it could be said as truly as of  the stars, that one 

-

for what it is, that is to say exhaustive, one needs to be ex-

-
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-

:

Similarly, in the Texts for Nothing:

But it will end, a desinence will come, or the breath fail 
-

sensus divinitatis: the katabasis

light of  human fallibility, and the tendency to consolidate 
matters in a false safe framework, the text undermines se-

the image

-
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The image is that which extinguishes itself, consumes 

sensus divinitatis

It follows, that every man who indulges in security, after 
-

-

-
-

-
-

-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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-
cally creates an entrance for the reader, is blocked off  with 

-

need for structure as well as the destruction of  structure in 
-

ordo recte docendi -
-

ordo

ordo 
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introduction to his Loci Communes has shown that both the 
loci as well as their ordering differs drastically 

-

seat of  utter insecurity as well as demanding security, the 
sensus divinitatis

-

-
iquity and the sense of  security that is demanded from the 

The ordo recte docendi, and the unwarranted security with 
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sola scriptura. -


