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Institutes of  Christian Religion

On the one hand, by constantly referring to human iniquity 
and the limits of  human understanding, the Institutes demand 

other hand, the Institutes

Institutes’ textual au-
thority and sense of  security seems to stand in stark con-

-
-

-

In a variety of  ways, the discussion between Barth and Brun-

-

CHAPTER FIVE

CONCLUSION AND IMPLICATIONS:
TRACING CIRCLES
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result they have for the reader creates a vista of  research that 
-

questions like ‘what is the underlying systematic coherency 
-

-

-

security, can be uncovered without relinquishing the embed-

-
-

-

above focused on an overarching concentricity at work in 
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A circularity frames the Institutes

-
Institutes, there is 

sin, but if  man is sinful, how can one distinguish sin from 
resistance to sin? The very end of  the Institutes refers the 

the Institutes -
man and divine, of  true knowledge: one cannot form an im-

one cannot form an image of  sinful man without contrasting 

-
rist, the extra Calvinisticum is, far from being a middle-ground 

-

-
-

as to how to interact with the combination of  divine truth 
-

condition humaine

-

one can oversee them, yet sharing an absence as center, one 
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It is the overarching nature of  the concentric circles that 
-

-
Institutes

Institutes themselves, however, these levels are inter-

which this circularity could arise, and that would bind this 
-
-

dismiss the analyses of  the former as anachronistic ‘accom-

-

-
-

-
ties of  reading, and to the changing nature of  reading that 
circular doctrines such as the sola scriptura 
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-

ormation: Grammar and Grace, that sola scriptura is, all claims 
of  literalness notwithstanding, in fact an inherently literary 

-
-

-

-
ther: ‘Et quis erit iudex, quodnam id verbum sit: Lutherus, 
an ecclesia catholica?  This crisis of  meaning is diagnosed by 

– indeed more – discords and disagreements because of  

, 

, 
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undermining faith in language and instead turns towards the 
-

-

exists: does one read the -

of  time

should then 
-

condition humaine

the work of  for instance Erich Auerbach, a certain move-

Auerbach 

efforts, and he sees the style, movements, and changes of  
-

-

Mimesis
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-
, are not as traditional, 

remarks on language and linguistic failing back to religious 

-

-

Burning to Read

-

-

-

 Furthermore, as I have cited in the introduction, 
-

soning of  literal-minded reading:

The conditions of  sixteenth-century early textual mo-

-
9

Burning to Read

Burning to Read

Burning to Read -
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Underlying the sola scriptura

claims to cut out the reader, lies in fact an undecidability that 

folds into a current that he calls ‘sixteenth-century early tex-

-

-

literal truth, all robustness notwithstanding, can be an inher-
ently unstable textual exercise, and its outcome necessarily 

-

meaning the underlying tension can be brought to the fore: 

-

ordo recte 

docendi -

-
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-
-

 

 

-

Institutes -

 for 
instance, the narrator also warns against reading his work 

-
wards instilling into the reader the distinction between the 

the father tongue being exactly the same language but ‘a re-

 

Institutes of  the Christian Religion

Walden
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condition 

humaine -
-

-

and yet that is not all there is to say, nor to hear:

of  that nation by which they are written, for there is a 
-

The one is commonly transitory, a sound, a tongue, a 
dialect merely, almost brutish, and we learn it uncon-

-
er tongue, this is our father tongue, a reserved and select 
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-
ments of  the Institutes, and the ending of  the Institutes, with 

-

-
ing of  the Institutes, the ruler is reminded of  the obedience 

decisive question, what shall we use to distinguish an average 
sinful ruler from an extremely sinful ruler? refers straight 

-

Institutes

-
-

ginning of  the Institutes

discuss the knowledge of  man, because without the remind-

 

-

-

Institutes of  the Christian Religion
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 the 

is both here and in heaven, the claim of  the sola scriptura, that 
-

extra Calvin-

isticum, occurs even at the level of  syntax: everybody has an 

-
-

of  man, cannot be so easily isolated: ideally one combines a 

-

of  knowledge over the other, generating an insecurity as to 

-

-

extended in the extra Calvinisticum

-
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-

-

-

again, the terms eternity and terrestrial are not to be seen as 

Accommodation

-

in rhetoric and in earlier biblical analyses was used for the 

more ontological meaning: the accommodated statement 
-

Both the extra Calvinisticum as well as the accommodated na-

-
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Institutes

The reader is not to draw unwarranted conclusions from 

dealt with the meditatio futurae vitae

-

Undermining the ontological basis

-

-

ourselves of  our iniquitous constitution, we will equally risk 

necessary to counter idolatrous belief  in limited human ca-
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Expanding limits -

-

extra

the reader that even though the Bible contains the truth, we 
-

 ‘Those who 

unwarranted symbolism, but through a sort of  imminence 

Expansion into created order -
life in the Institutes 

extra dimension has 
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ordo recte docendi

The Institutes

of  the sixteenth century morass of  humanistic, scholastic, 

-

reading of  the beginning and the ending of  the Institutes: the 

the very beginning, a notion of  insecurity and movement 

-

order in which the two forms of  knowledge are arranged is 

-
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-

moment onwards, the reader is warned that references to 

of  knowledge are geared towards movement, then the no-

-
-

-
more, this cognitive element is not constrained to the eu-

-
tural knowledge reminiscent of  the extra dimension in the 

-
modated, demanding of  the reader to give duration to this 
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-

In a word, the circularity of  the Institutes

Institutes are 

century was a century in which a war over words was fought, 
-

-
sola 

scriptura

-
gation that can ask itself  other questions than the theologi-
cal quest for systematic coherence or the natural theology 



CONCLUSION

257

-

and time again, we returned to the limits of  what the hu-

we started this dissertation was that such a recurrent theme 
is being said as much as that it makes a claim 

about what is not 

-
fers a contribution to the discussion of  fundamentalism: 

-

which both these theological attitudes can rise can nonethe-

-
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-
-

-

-

-

-

-
ability with biological and racist determinations, resistance 

-
-

have executed analyses of  these moments elsewhere,  but 

-
-
-

is twofold: fundamentalism on the one hand, and nihilism, 
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associates calvinism, but the uneasy concentricity in which 

This question regarding the agency in which human fallibil-

-

Alain Badiou,  are 

offers, in the words of  Badiou, the ‘foundation of  universal-

-

-

-

-

i ek,  

Romans
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-

of  indiscernability can give rise to both secular acquiescence 

-

offered nothing but the choice between fear and trembling 

-




