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§1
Editorial

There’s a new guy in town, or I should say a new player
in the field of mathematical philosophy: the Munich
Center for Mathematical Philosophy, aka MCMP. You
probably heard rumors about it, saw some announce-
ments for positions being sent around, or met some of
its concrete instantiations (viz. its new members). Now
it’s time for a proper introduction.

The MCMP is first and foremost under the auspices
of Hannes Leitgeb. His Alexander von Humboldt Pro-
fessorship Grant created the Center. It was thus natural
to give him the first words, resulting in the short inter-
view below. The members of the MCMP’s initial team

also kindly accepted to fill in a short questionnaire to
introduce themselves. This, overall, gives quite a good
impression of the exciting social and scientific environ-
ment that is now being created in Munich.

Looking forward to seeing you there!

Olivier Roy
Munich Center for Mathematical Philosophy

§2
Features

Interview with the Munich Center for
Mathematical Philosophy
Thanks to Barbara Pöhlmann for her help. For more in-
formation about the MCMP, including announcements
of positions currently open at the Center, please have a
look at the website.

Interview with Hannes Leitgeb

Olivier Roy: Thanks so much for giving us this inter-
view for The Reasoner. Let us start with basic facts:
what is the Munich Center of Mathematical Philoso-
phy?

Hannes Leitgeb: It is a new Center based at LMU
Munich which is funded primarily by the German
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation and which is con-
cerned with applications of logical and mathematical
methods in philosophy. Obviously it is not in any sense
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Reasoning with Context in the SemanticWeb: special
issue of the Journal of Web Semantics, deadline 15 June.
C. L. Hamblin and Argumentation Theory: special is-
sue of Informal Logic, deadline 30 June.
The Problem of the Criterion: special issue of Philo-
sophical Papers, deadline 30 June.
Modalities: Semantics & Epistemology: special issue
of Philosophia Scientiae, deadline 1 July.
Philosophy of Information: book symposium published
by Etica&Politica on ‘Philosophy of Information’ by
Luciano Floridi, deadline 1 July.
Composition, Counterfactuals and Causation: special
issue of Humana.Mente, deadline 30 July.
Deontic Logic: special issue of Journal of Logic and
Computation, deadline 1 September.
Extended Cognition and Epistemic Action: special is-
sue of Philosophical Exploration, deadline 15 Septem-
ber.
The Alan Turing Year: special issue of Philosophia
Scientiæ, deadline 1 November.
Between Two Images. TheManifest and the Scientific
Understanding of Man, 50 Years On: special issue of
Humana.Mente, deadline 30 November.
Formal and Intentional Semantics: special issue of The
Monist, deadline 30 April 2012.

§4
What’s Hot in . . .

. . . Logic and Rational Interaction

The LORIweb site was particularly active this month;
here’s a sample of “what’s hot”: new entries on Social
Norms and on Abduction were added to the Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy; also, a substantial revision
of the entry on Turing Machines went online. The book
Dynamic Formal Epistemology, edited by Patrick Gi-
rard, Olivier Roy and Mathieu Marion, has appeared,
collecting a number of “original contributions from the
key actors of a new trend in the contemporary theory
of knowledge and belief”, dubbed “dynamic epistemi-
cology” by the editors. The Ohio-based Center for the
Study of Mind and Nature (CSMN) has a number of
new philosophy podcasts available for download, in-
cluding, among others, audio recordings of recent talks
by Robert Stalnaker, Richard Moran and Fred Dretske.
Lorenz Demey and Jonas De Vuyst have attended the
conference PhDs in Logic III in Brussels and report
on the talks and tutorials given there. Finally, Rasmus
Rendsvig conducted an interview with Vincent Hen-
dricks looking back on how formal epistemology devel-
oped in the last decade—actually, as Hendricks argues,
it came into being as a “proper field of interdisciplinary
epistemological inquiry”.

LORIWEB welcomes contributions on topics rele-
vant to the area of Logic and Rational Interaction—
including announcements about recent publications and
upcoming events. Please submit your news items to
Rasmus Rendsvig, our web manager, or to the loriweb
address.

Ben Rodenhäuser
Philosophy, Groningen

. . . Argumentation Theory
Over the past few years, several research groups in the
field of argumentation theory have started to refine and
extend their theoretical frameworks in such a way that
they can be applied to specific communicative contexts.
The urge to do so is related to the fact that in the ana-
lytical and evaluative tools developed so far, the various
institutional conventions that may apply to the different
argumentative practices have not been accounted for.

A few examples of comprehensive research projects
pertaining to argumentation in context are the follow-
ing. In Switzerland, scholars working at the Univer-
sità della Svizzera italiana focus on the development of
tools for the analysis and evaluation of argumentation
in the medical context and the financial context. Schol-
ars from the Université de Neuchâtel concentrate on the
analysis of argumentation in the educational context. In
the Netherlands, scholars of the University of Amster-
dam have developed a theoretical framework that en-
ables the analysis and evaluation of “strategic maneu-
vering” in a number of contexts. In their research, they
concentrate on argumentation in the legal, the political,
the medical, and the academic context.

Following on these developments, a new journal
called the Journal of Argumentation in Context will be
launched later this year.

Jean H.M. Wagemans
University of Amsterdam

§5
Events

April

Epistemology ofModeling& Simulation: Building Re-
search Bridges Between the Philosophical and Mod-
eling Communities: University of Pittsburgh, 1–3 April.
Paradox and Logical Revision Workshop: Arché Re-
search Centre, St Andrews, Scotland, 2–3 April.
AISB: UK Society for the Study of Artificial Intelli-
gence and Simulation of Behaviour, University of York,
York, 4–7 April.
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