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Curriculum vitae

Laurens Benjamin Sparrius was born on the 5th of December 1976 in Gouda, 
where he grew up and attended grammar school at the Coornhert Gymnasium. 
In 1995 he started studying Chemistry at Leiden University, but after some years 
switched to Biology, and graduated in 2004 with a combination of both studies. 
His Master’s thesis dealt with lichen taxonomy carried out at the Centraalbureau 
voor Schimmelcultures under supervision of lichenologist André Aptroot and the 
Nationaal Herbarium Nederland. This resulted in a publication called “A monograph 
of Enterographa and Sclerophyton” describing 14 new lichen taxa, which has been 
published just before his graduation. During and after his study Laurens worked a few 
months ad interim as project leader at the Vereniging Onderzoek Flora en Fauna and 
Het Natuurloket. In 2003, he started his business BIO.DIV, specialized in both lichen 
monitoring and web application development, which was his primary work between 
2003 and 2005. Beside these jobs he worked already since 2002 as a manager for the 
Dutch Bryological and Lichenological Society (BLWG). At first, this job focussed on 
database management for a mapping scheme carried out by volunteers, later Laurens 
co-ordinated many biodiversity and nature conservation projects dealing with lichens 
and bryophytes. In 2006 Laurens accepted a PhD research project at the University of 
Amsterdam, which resulted in this thesis. Beside research, he devoted a few months 
to teaching, including a fieldwork course in landscape ecology in Luxembourg and 
a botanical course for BSc students. Laurens currently works fulltime for the Dutch 
Bryological and Lichenological Society.
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