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CURRICULUM VITAE

Pieter Gerard Postema was born a few weeks prematurely in Eindhoven, The Netherlands, on 
the 27th of August 1979, being the first child and only son of his parents Hans en Josine and 
just 49cm tall. A couple of months later they moved to Lelystad. Here he had a nice, peaceful 
and active youth together with his parents, his two younger sisters Marieke and Hanneke, and 
his friends. After three years of ‘middenschool’ at the S.G. Lelystad, he graduated from the 
VWO in 1997. Because he did not enter the draw for Medicine that year, he started working, 
continued his efforts in sports and coaching, and made a journey on the Caribbean sea to-
gether with his aunt and uncle Tineke and Jimmy on the yacht ‘de Gabber’. In 1998 he did en-
ter the draw for Medicine and was placed at the Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam. His first year 
he passed cum laude while also being involved in the faculty’s medical students association. 
In 1999 he entered the students rowing club Skøll where he started in the freshmen’s eight 
‘F.F.>>’. While spending lots of his time on rowing and in Skøll’s committees in the following 
years, he also became a student assistant in anatomy, a general practioners assistant and fol-
lowed an elective in cardiac and vascular disease. The latter brought him to St. Thomas’ hos-
pital, King’s College London in 2003, where he followed an elective and performed research 
in cardiology under supervision of prof. Michael Marber and dr. Divaka Perera. This research 
focused on intracoronary pressure measurements in atherosclerotic disease and resulted in 
the publication of abstracts and two full papers. Meanwhile he also had a great time in the In-
ternational Student’s House in the centre of London and on King’s College London Boat Club. 
In the fall of 2003 he started with his clerkships an in 2005 he performed an elective clerkship 
in paediatric cardiology under supervision of prof. Jarda Hruda and dr. Lukas Rammeloo at 
the VUmc and a senior clerkship in cardiology under supervision of drs. Willem de Voogt 
and Albert Willems at the St. Lucas Andreas hospital. In these two years he also chaired the 
faculty's student clerkship association and in the fall of 2005 he received his doctor’s degree 
cum laude. He could directly start as a PhD student at the Academic Medical Centre depart-
ment of Cardiology. Here he worked under supervision of prof. Arthur Wilde, prof. Jacques 
de Bakker and drs. Pascal van Dessel and Hanno Tan, on this thesis on inheritable arrhythmia 
syndromes. During his PhD he became a reviewer for several journals and became involved 
in teaching cardiology to medical students and to nurses doing an advanced course at the 
Amstelacadamie. In April 2009 he started as a resident under supervision of prof. Peter Speel-
man and in April 2011 he will continue with his cardiology training under supervision of dr. 
Reneé van den Brink. 




