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Curriculum vitae
Andy Ramsay was born near Paisley in the west of Scotland on October 8 1961.  He attended schools 
across Central Scotland, fi nally leaving Penicuik High School at 16.  He began working as a labourer 
for a roofi ng contractor on various industrial sites in the Edinburgh area.  He later applied for a job as 
a junior laboratory technician in Edinburgh University’s Centre for Tropical Veterinary Medicine, 
and was offered the job after the fi rst three successful applicants turned it down.  He qualifi ed as a 
lab technician by part-time vocational study two years later and moved to the Bacteriology Dept of 
Edinburgh Royal Infi rmary.  He qualifi ed as a Medical Laboratory Scientifi c Offi cer by part-time 
study, and was state-registered in 1984.  That same year he moved, with Voluntary Service Overseas 
(VSO), to the Lilongwe School for Health Sciences, Malawi, as a laboratory tutor.  He met Linda who 
was working for the British High Commission in Malawi, and they were married in Livingstonia in 
April 1987. They moved to Bogota, Colombia a few months later where Andy worked as a volunteer 
in a laboratory extension project serving communities in the south of the city.  Upon return to the 
UK, and based at the Hospital for Tropical Diseases in London, he managed the UK’s National 
External Quality Assessment Scheme in Parasitology.  There then followed a long and enjoyable 
association with the  Medical Microbiology Dept of the Royal Free Hospital (RFH) in north London, 
where he became involved in the department’s collaborative research programmes in Mexico and 
Tanzania.  At the RFH he also served as Secretary of the trade union Manufacturing, Science and 
Finance (MSF). As member of the MSF Senior Negotiating Team at the RFH, and active in the wider 
labour movement, he was involved in the protection of patient services and healthcare workers’ 
terms and conditions during the 1990s restructuring of the National Health Service.  He completed a 
part-time MSc in Clinical Parasitology in 1993. As a senior clinical scientist, he was based in Moshi, 
Tanzania for several years coordinating the collaborative research  programme of the Royal Free 
Hospital and Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Centre.  He then spent 2 years as a microbiologist with 
the Oxford University-Wellcome Trust Tropical Medicine Programmes in South East Asia working in 
both the Thailand and Laos Units. Research focused on meliodosis, community-acquired 
bacteraemia, tuberculosis and fungal infections in AIDS.  After their daughter, Marina, was born, 
the Ramsay family moved to a remote part of western Scotland where they planned to start an 
agricultural dry-stone walling business.  One week before the launch of the business the foot-and-
mouth disease outbreak hit the UK, put all agricultural land off-limits, and ended the adventure.  He 
worked in the Campbeltown Creamery, Argyll, for almost a year and then took a post at the Karonga 
Prevention Study in northern Malawi - a project run by the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine.  He joined the EQUI-TB Programme at the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine in 2002.  
This was a DFID-funded research programme aiming to fi nd ways of increasing access to TB care for 
the poor in developing countries.  In 2005 he moved to WHO/TDR in Geneva, Switzerland, where he 
is a scientist in the Diagnostics Research Unit.  Andy has worked on technical assistance 
consultancies to national TB control programmes in several countries.  He has contributed to over 50 
articles in the peer-reviewed literature and numerous WHO and Stop TB Partnership publications.  
Since 2006 he served as the Secretary of the Stop TB Partnership’s Working Group on New 
Diagnostics and was an active member of the Partnership’s Retooling Task Force.  
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