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Edo Richard was born on June 19, 1976 in Goes, The Netherlands. He graduated from 
the ‘Stedelijk Gymnasium’ in Utrecht in 1994 and after studying chemistry for one year 
at the University of Amsterdam he started his medical training at the University of 
Amsterdam in 1995. His first scientific work was on the genetics of Alzheimer’s disease 
at the University of Toronto, Canada (dr. E. Rogaeva). After graduating in 2002 he 
went to India for 5 months, where he worked as a volunteer for ‘Calcutta Rescue’ in 
Kolkata and developed a fascination for the Himalayas. After returning he worked as 
a resident in neurology in Alkmaar for one year. He started his neurology training at 
the Academic Medical Center in Amsterdam in 2004 (Prof. dr. M. Vermeulen, Prof. dr. J. 
Stam, dr. J.H.T.M. Koelman). One year of the residency was spent in Onze Lieve Vrouwe 
Gasthuis in Amsterdam (Prof. dr. P. Portegies). He completed his training in neurology 
on March 1, 2010. The research resulting in this thesis was combined with the residency, 
and the laboratory work which served as the basis for chapters five, six and seven was 
done during an interruption of the clinical work. In June 2010 he will go to Columbia 
University, New York, USA for a research fellowship with Prof. J.A. Luchsinger to further 
explore the relationship between vascular risk factors and dementia.




