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Curriculum Vitae
John McWilliams Hughes was born on the 26th of April, 1975 in Durham, North 
Carolina, U.S.A. In 1993 he graduated with honors from the Lancaster Country Day 
School in his hometown of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. In that same year he went to 
the Vanderbilt University School of Engineering in Nashville, Tennessee, where he 
majored in Biomedical Engineering. He served as vice-president of the student chapter 
of the Biomedical Society of Engineers, during his sophomore year and as president 
during his junior year. In May of 1997 he received his bachelor of engineering degree 
while graduating cum laude. After graduating, he began work as a research analyst at 
Cytometry Associates Inc. In 1998 he moved to the Netherlands where he became the 
Technical Manager of European Operations for Cytometry Associates Inc. In 2001 he 
decided to further his studies and began his Ph.D. project entitled The role of leukocyte-
endothial interaction in the pathogenesis of diabetic retinopathy. This was done under 
the supervision of Prof. dr. Reinier Schlingemann at Department of Cell Biology and 
Histology, Academic Medical Center (AMC), University of Amsterdam. While per-
forming his research in the setting of an academic hospital, he was inspired to study 
medicine and in 2005 entered medical school at the university of Leiden through there 
zij-instroom program. While attending medical school he continued the pursuit of 
his Ph.D. using the little free time he had to complete experiments and write articles.  
In September 2009 he received his M.D. from the Leiden University Medical Center.  
In January 2010 he will begin as House Physician for the Department of Ophthalmology 
at the AMC, which will be followed by his ophthalmology residency in June that same 
year.




