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Addendum

&

Curriculum Vitae
Ronald Dijkman was born on Augustus 5, 1981 in Andijk, The Netherlands. During his 
childhood Ronald became fascinated by nature and people conducting research, after 
watching one of the many TV-documentaries from Jacques Cousteau and others. With 
two older brothers, Ronald needed to work out his own original plans for life. Ronald’s 
stubbornly nature led him to implement novel and robust research methods without 
consulting others. This headstrong behaviour is well characterized by the memorable 
moment whereby Ronald hits himself with a hammer, in front of his beloved family. 
Afterwards he realized that education and consulting others for advice would be a less 
painful path to knowledge.
 Influenced by his childhood fascination he successfully completed the agrarian 
vocational school (VBO) in 1993 with animal husbandry as major, in Heerhugowaard. 
Following this line of education for another year (MBO), it became clear that this did not 
present viable options to conduct research. After consultation with one of his teachers he 
moved to the laboratory vocational school (MLO). With chemistry as major, he performed 
two consecutive biochemistry internships at Syngenta Seeds B.V. and Enza zaden B.V. 
both located in Enkhuizen, and completed the MLO in 2002. Inspired by the biochemistry 
side of the scientific research field and encouraged by his former supervisors he decided 
to continue studying biochemistry at the INholland university of applied sciences (HLO), 
in Alkmaar. With exemption for the first year, he performed in 2004 a final internship on 
“optimized human coronavirus NL63 replication in cell culture” in the group of Dr. Lia van 
der Hoek at the laboratory of experimental virology at the Academical Medical Center 
of the University of Amsterdam. After obtaining his Bachelor-degree (2005) Ronald 
continued to work as research technician within the same research group for another year, 
on “characterization of human coronavirus NL63”. In 2006, he was given the opportunity 
to start a Ph.D project and obtained exemption for the Master-degree by the University of 
Amsterdam. The research conducted in his Ph.D period is documented in this thesis and 
describes the topic “characterization of novel human respiratory viruses”. 
 As of May 2011, Ronald continued his research as Post-doc at the Institute for 
Immunobiology in St. Gallen, Switzerland, on the topic “immunopathogenesis of human 
coronaviruses”.
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