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Appendix A:

Interview Protocol and examples of vignettes (Chapter 2)

Dimension A: Journalistic Routines:

General routines

a. Could you describe your working day yesterday?

b. Is that a typical day?

c. Could you describe how you get ideas for new stories? 

News selection criteria

a. Can you describe some of the elements that political news must have for you to consider it to be in-

teresting?

Probe: What is the role of a political conflict? (if not already mentioned in answer to preceding question)

b. Vignette: I will now give you a description of two hypothetical news scenarios. Subsequently I will ask 

a question about it.

Vignette 1

Imagine, you are working and have two possible options for a story you can work on. The 

first is a story about a new governmental agreement that will be up for votes in the house 

of representatives. It concerns a plan to fight unemployment. The government wants to 

spend an extra 130 million euros fort his cause. There is not much opposition against the 

plan, and the plan will probably pass without too much problems. The other story concerns 

home care. The government plans to cut on budgets for health care. They posit working 

more efficiently in health care can solve this problem. According to the opposition, the 

budget cuts go at the cost of jobs and the quality of health care, they propose a motion to 

scale down the plans.
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a. I just described two possible stories, if you have to choose between these two, which one would you 

choose and can you explain why?

b. To what extent is the element of conflict in the second example influential? (if not discussed in previous 

answer. 

Routine reliance on other media

a. When you read about a political conflict in another media outlet, what considerations make you decide 

whether to follow up on that story?

Probe: is the media type influential? Or do the political actors that are involved matter?

b. Do you often use other media to get stories for new ideas?

Probe: And when you use other media, can you describe what you do to make your story original?

Vignette 2 

Imagine there is a lot of media attention for a news event about a political disagreement 

between two members of the CDA. Sybrand van Haersma Buma en Mona Keizer. They are 

struggling over the course of the party. It has already been reported about in a number of 

other media outlets. You also want to publish about it, what do you do to make your story 

original and different from previous publications?

Audience perceptions. 

a. Can you explain to what extent you keep your audience in mind when working on a political story?

Probe: Can your remember a situation where you thought a story was interesting but it was worked on 

because it was not interesting enough to the audience?

b. To what extent must a political story consist of political disagreement to be interesting to the reader? 

c. Can you describe how you, as a journalist, can make a story about a political conflict more interesting 

to the audience?
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Dimension C. External level

The role of politicians 

a. Can you describe your working relation with politicians?

b. Politicians and political parties often try to get media attention to get their point across. Can you des-

cribe some of the strategies they use?

c. What types of strategies are the most effective?

(Probe:) It is often said that journalists like stories that include conflicts. Politicians make use of this by 

instigating conflicts in order to get media attention. Can you explain whether or not you think this is an 

effective strategy for politicians to get into the news?

d. To what extent do less well-known politicians use other strategies to get media attention?

Probe: Why do you think this is necessary?

Dimension D: Role conceptions 

Values:

a. Can you describe three journalistic values you think are important and explain why?

Interventionism:

a. To what extent do you think it is important to describe possible consequences and strategic implicati-

ons of a political conflict?

b. How important is it for a journalist to be critical of politicians?

c. Do you know of a situation where you exaggerated a political conflict to make the story more attrac-

tive?

Probe: Or do you know of an example where other people did this?

d. Why do you think political conflicts are attractive to journalists?

c. Do you ever use magnifying language when you describe a political conflict?

d. Did you ever knowingly stimulated or staged a political conflict between politicians or political parties?

Probe: Do you think other journalists do this?
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Appendix B:

Experimental conditions (Study 4)

Condition A (Dutch) 

Appendix B
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Condition A (English)

Appendix B (continued)
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Condition B (Dutch)

Appendix B (continued)
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Condition B (English)

Appendix B (continued)
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Condition C (Dutch)

Appendix B (continued)
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Condition C (English)

Appendix B (continued)
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Condition D (Dutch)
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Condition D (English)

Appendix B (continued)
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Control Condition (Dutch)
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Control Condition (English)
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Appendix C: 

Experimental Survey Questions (Chapter 4)

Political Participation

Type 1: Political Behaviour

Part_A1: If there were upcoming elections, how likely would you go out and vote?

Part_A2: if there were an upcoming referendum, how likely would you be to participate?

Type 2: Behaviours Targeting Politics

Part_B1: How likely would you be to contact or visit a politician in person?

Part_B2: How likely would you be to donate money for a political party, political organization or NGO?

Part_B3: How likely would you be to participate in a demonstration, strike or other political happening?

Part_B4: How likely would you be to sign a written petition (on paper) about a political or social issue?

Type 3: Civic Participation

Part_C1: How likely would you be to set up websites, blogs or social media pages about ongoings in your 

community?

Part_C2: How likely would you be to volunteer in an organization in your area?

Part_C3: How likely would you be to participate in a meeting about your local area?

Type 4: Politically Expression

Part_D1: How likely would you be to express your opinion in a post on social media about a political issue?

Part_D2 How likely would you be to create a group on social media to discuss or support a political cause?

Emotions

When you thinking about the news article you just read: to what extent did you feel:

Em1: Angry

Em2: Anxious

Em3: Hopeful

Em4: Enthusiastic
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