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6 Concluding remarks 

6.1 Towards a comprehensive theory on the motivation of actors in civil war 

Since the mid 1990s, social scientists have increasingly engaged themselves in debating the 

causes and cures of civil wars. Theorists who emphasize the rationality of civil wars by 

pointing towards the role of natural resources have been criticized for their one-dimensional 

approach that overlooks the complex interplay of economic, political, and social factors 

during civil wars. These days, the greed-grievance debate seems to be reaching a point of 

synthesis, as more and more studies are integrating economic factors into more comprehensive 

analyses of wars. This has brought forth some insightful studies that do justice to the 

complexity of civil wars. 

Yet, although the greed-grievance debate has instigated innovative research into civil 

wars at the macro-level, micro level motivations for rebellion are still under-researched. What 

has become clear from this research, is that the universalism assumed by both the econometric 

approach to civil wars as by the „New Wars‟ perspective, does not hold. Participation in armed 

rebellion cannot be universally ascribed to greed, as these two theories assume. Likewise, it 

can not be universally attributed to grievance or any other motivation. Different peop le join 

different armed movements for different reasons. In South Sudan, the insecurities resulting 

from intense fighting caused large groups to join the SPLA, seeking protection and some form 

of control over their lives. Forced recruitment created another important source of young 

fighters, but was inevitably limited to the areas that were under the movement‟s control. In 

Eastern Sudan, strong identification with movements‟ political goals motivated young men to 

fight. As Macartan Humphreys and Jeremy Weinstein conclude after analyzing recruitment by 

armed movements in Sierra Leone:  

Given the powerful evidence for multiple paths to participation in Sierra Leone, we believe 

that the debate now needs to shift from battles over the supremacy of particular theories to a 

concerted analysis of the conditions under which distinct strategies of recruitment are pursued 

by different groups at different times.
269

 

 

In my view, such a comparative approach mainly requires more collection of empirical data 

below the macro-level, to which this research has aimed to contribute. In addition, I believe 

that the careful analysis of failed rebellions deserves a crucial place on the research agenda.  

 

 

6.2 Moving beyond resource-reductionist DDR 

While the greed paradigm in conflict research is being nuanced by more comprehensive 

approaches to civil wars, this nuance is yet to tickle down to policy makers involved in post-
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conflict security policies. DDR programs still suffer from economic reductionism, 

emphasizing material aspects of rebellion. DDR programs focus on the collection of hardware 

and reintegration programs are limited to the provision of socio-economic support. Although 

program documents often take a more comprehensive approach and, for example, refer to the 

psychological needs of ex-combatants, these aspect often get lost in actual programming. This 

is also the case in Sudan, where the IDDRP mentions the provision of psychosocial support as 

a key component of DDR programming, though this is not operationalized in the Multi Year 

DDR Strategy. Of course, since the implementation of the DDR program in Sudan is severely 

delayed, it is too soon to tell what programs will actually look like in practice. 

 DDR programming is informed by an image of fighters that is derived from the greed 

paradigm, assuming that former rebels can be appeased by attaching economic incentives to 

demobilization. This economic reductionist approach to reintegration overlooks non-economic 

motivations that exist for individuals to be affiliated to armed movements. The armed 

movements studied in this research were not strong in providing material rewards, but they 

had many other things to offer. The SPLA provided relative protection in an extremely 

insecure environment. Educational opportunities existed within the movement along with a 

hierarchical structure offering real opportunities for upward social mobility in times when 

society had very little to offer. Armed movements in the East – most notably the Beja 

Congress and the SNA/SAF – offered politically interested young men a vehicle to voice 

opposition in times when the dictatorial rule was coercing silence. DDR does not address the 

broader set of opportunities that armed movements offer their members, but merely deals with 

the economic needs of ex-combatants.  

 Does this resource-reductionism limit the impact of DDR on post-conflict security? 

This question cannot be answered on the basis of this study, nor can it be answered on the 

basis of the current body of literature that exists on the topic. In order to gain insight in the 

effectiveness of DDR programs, I believe it is necessary for researchers to move beyond 

anecdotal single case-studies towards a more comparative approach. Assessing DDR 

effectiveness requires investigating the variation that exists in the content of DDR programs, 

the political-military contexts in which programs are implemented, organizational structures 

of the armed movements involved, and the target groups selected for DDR.  


