
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Systems-based approach for the identification of novel genes influencing
cardiac electrical traits

Scicluna, B.P.

Publication date
2011

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Scicluna, B. P. (2011). Systems-based approach for the identification of novel genes
influencing cardiac electrical traits. [Thesis, fully internal, Universiteit van Amsterdam].

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:24 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/systemsbased-approach-for-the-identification-of-novel-genes-influencing-cardiac-electrical-traits(01eb95a2-4980-44cf-9935-0fcab440c20a).html


 

188 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgements 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

189 

 

 As I look at the multiple copies of this thesis sitting atop a table, 

ready for shipping out, I cannot but see the many people to whom I owe 

thanks for such a life-changing experience. An experience that was made 

possible by my promoter Prof. Dr. Arthur Wilde and co-promoter Dr. Connie 

Bezzina. I am grateful to Arthur for his invaluable advice and remarks about 

the content of this thesis, and for always welcoming a discussion about 

mouse ECGs (what about those S-amplitudes?!). I owe special thanks to 

Connie for believing in my abilities and offering great help in finalizing this 

thesis. I am very thankful to my thesis committee, Prof. Alex Felice, Prof. 

Jonathan Flint, Prof Dr. Yigal Pinto, Prof. Dr. Jan Ravesloot, Prof. Dr. Koos 

Zwinderman and Prof. Dr. Frank Baas, for reading and judging the work I 

present in this thesis. 

 Discussions and fun adventures are prerequisites for excellent 

science. My thanks to past and present members of the “Bezzina group” - 

Leander, Julien (Zizou!), Kelly, Carol Ann, Tamara, Mathilde, Roos, 

Elizabeth, Maaike, Annalisa, Britta, Rianne, and Carla. I am grateful to my 

friends and colleagues in la bella Italia, Kelly and Christina. I thank my fellow 

colleagues in Experimental Cardiology and Physiology - Jacques, Ruben, 

Arie, Marieke V, Simona, Shirley, Jan F, Toon B, Kees (heeey Keees!), Wim, 

Charlie, Marijke, Francien, Hester, Bas, Mark, Sungnoon, Berend, Etienne, 

Martin, Antoni, Ronald, Jan Z, Marcel, Karol, Tobias, and Giel. I am grateful 

to Abdenasser (of odds and ratios!), Marieke B, Denise, Geert,  Amin, 

Chrissy, Olga and Diana. I am immensely grateful to Max (prima toch!?). I 

thank my friends and colleagues in Utrecht, Toon and Harold. I am thankful 

to Esther, Joost, Inge, Anke, Bettina, Maarten, Sergey, Monica, Ralf, 

Abdelaziz, Wino and Ies. I am grateful to the Anatomy and Embryology 

department - Antoon, Vincent C, Maurice, Jan, Phil (gozerrr!), Alex, Aho, 

Jettie, Nita, Carol, Jan, Vincent W, Wim, Martijn (how about them 

hurricanes?!), Ileana, Sonia, Malou, Sameer, Marc (limoncello!), Quinny, 

Elaine, Kees Jan, Roelof Jan, Cindy, Irina, Bjarke, Andre, Tilly, Saskia, 

Sabine, Carel, Bram, Alexander, Bouke, Alex S, Gert, Jaco and Henk. I am 



 

190 

 

very thankful to Iris, Raha, Perry and Michael of the Biostatistics and 

Bioinformatics core. I thank Regina, Peter P and Paola of Clinical 

Cardiology. I am grateful to Tom vd Poll of the Center for Experimental 

Molecular Medicine.  I thank Sarah Tasseron for the help and patience in 

translating the summary. And, needless to say, I am thankful to the girls of 

the mouse house fokunit A  – Sanne and Stacey.  

 I am deeply grateful to my family. My beloved parents, to whom I 

owe everything in life. My super sisters Clare and Alexia, and, my epic 

brother and best friend Darren. I thank my son‟s brilliant grandparents Viorel 

(amicu) and Mariana (mica), and uncle Mircea. 

 Lastly, there are no words to express my immense gratitude and 

unyielding love to my son Matthew (baby dino!) and his sexy mama, my 

babe, Mio – thank you zgumb! 

    

 




