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hardworking (and mad) scientist you are. Women scientists like you are very few, so Milan

and Adele have a great example to follow.

-  351  -

maar met kleine stapjes gedaan krijgt. En mijn lieve oma, ik ben een zeer gelukkig kleinkind

dat u bij de speciale dag van mijn promotie aanwezig zult zijn om te kunnen laten zien waar

ik zoveel jaren zo hard mee bezig ben geweest. Het was altijd heel fijn om terug te komen

uit Colombia en bij u aan te kunnen kloppen, want soms voelde Zuid-Amerika heel ver! And

now, I want to express in a very special way my gratitude to my Daddy for always being

around to help me out, for joining me frequently at the university for lunches, and for

keeping our contact so active. Having you come over to Colombia gave us the excellent

opportunity to share much more and to meet the many people you had heard about but

never met personally. I enjoy having you nearby.

Ted & Len Compier, Paito & Thomas van Hengstum, and Marion Vink are those kind of

friends that I will appreciate forever because I feel them always with me although I am not

much around. Ted & Len, altijd vragend wanneer ik weer naar de camping kom, of ik nog

wat nodig heb, altijd proberend te begrijpen waar ik nu weer naartoe ben gereisd. De 28ste

is een blijvertje, XS. Paito & Thomasito, een voorbeeld van het mooiste stel ter wereld. Ik

kom veel te weinig langs, maar ik geniet er altijd heel veel van als we weer bij elkaar zijn. Y

Marion, con frecuencia recuerdo nuestras aventuras en Venezuela y la Gran Sabana. Me

alegra mucho verte feliz, aterrizada en Holanda (no en Pakistan), y con un niño tan
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Aguilera, ‘hermana’, thank you for the great weekends at the finca, I can’t wait to see it

ready for long sleepovers. Inviting you to come with me and Henry to Ecuador and Peru

was the best decision ever. You were always the one to jump out of the car first, making

sure we had a place to sleep and to eat, and a beer for Henry. I really hope that we will make

another fieldtrip somewhere soon!

Other very special friends I had in Bogotá for many years were ‘Patty’ Franco and Alberto

Mendoza. You know much of my history in the country and the many people I have met and

shared my life with, and that makes our friendship so special. I always enjoyed our very

long conversations and thank you for making me feel part of the family.

My work experience in South America has expanded in an exceptional way thanks to Milton

Romero. Working with you in different projects has provided me important insights into
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in making sure that the final euros of the project would be spend (although I think that at
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Another woman in science who I admire greatly is Carina Hoorn. Your perseverance, your

dedication to science, your sense of recognizing exciting topics, and your huge network of

prestigious researchers are really admirable. Thank you for getting me involved in new

ideas that arise and for introducing me to so many people around. I hope we will continue

working together for many years to come!

And sometimes there are those people that were not directly involved with the PhD project

but their presence and conversations nevertheless triggered new ideas and motivated to

think bigger, be a better researcher, and always push my results to a next level: I want to

thank Daniel Kissling for your share in my development, for giving me the opportunity to

learn from your experience while working on the NG-Review paper, and also for making me

part of your group where I have been able to expand my horizon. I feel fortunate to be one

of your collaborators and besides inspiring, it’s also great fun. I want to thank Kenneth

Rijsdijk and Sietze Norder for their contagious passion for island biogeography and for

introducing me to shifting sea level changes during the Pleistocene. Having ‘newcomers’

like Renske Onstein and Chris Barratt at the institute instantly added enjoyable distractions

from work. You are the perfect example that friendships can start in a split second and I will

enjoy having you around for a long while more.

From another research group in Europe, I would like to give a special word to Alexandre

Antonelli for the very interesting, insightful and inspiring experience while working

together, and for giving me the opportunity to get to know his group in Sweden. One of the

things I have to thank for is the confidence and certainty I learnt from you at aiming at the

highest journals. You also gather an amazing group of people around you, each one of them

great scientists and ‘one of a kind’ people. Meeting Laura Lagomarsino, Christine Bacon,

Daniele Silvestro, and Alexander Zizka has been great, and working with Allison Perrigo

was an immense pleasure! What a dream team! Hopefully in the future we will all meet and

work again.

During the thesis I have been fortunate to be accompanied by many researchers with whom

I established common grounds in shared publications. I want to thank each one of them for

being my co-authors in the publications that are now bundled in this thesis. It has been a

great experience to be leading papers, but it was foremost a pleasure to learn from the

unique contribution that each single co-author made. Thank you for what you have shared,

for being part of my thesis, and I hope that we will again meet in future papers and exciting

collaborations.

During and even from before my PhD, the Neotoma community had welcomed me in a very

special way to be part of a global effort to gather paleo-data. Not only have I learned a lot by

working together and did I enjoy immensely the meetings, but it was also great to feel

supported in my work by so many enthusiastic and leading researchers in their field:
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Russell Graham, Simon Brewer, Simon Goring, Jessica Blois, Jack Williams, Thomas

Giesecke, and Eric Grimm. Here an extra word of gratitude for Eric: Thank you for being on

my Thesis committee, for your support for the LAPD throughout the PhD, and for having me

enjoy a wonderful stay at your house in Springfield (also thanks to Jane!). It’s a great

pleasure to have you enjoy several months in Amsterdam with us.

And I want to give a special thanks to those scientists, researchers and naturalists out there

who unawaredly have inspired me to learn more, understand more, think out of the box,

triggering my imagination about the mysteries of nature yet to be understood: Valentí Rull,

Colin Hughes, Richard Field, Rob Colwell, Mark Lomolino and Rob Whittaker. It has been an

honor to have worked with some of you already and I truly hope that new collaborations

will follow.

I would like to thank the Thesis Committee for spending time on reading my thesis and for

being with me at such a special day of the thesis defense: Prof. dr. Eric Grimm, Prof. dr. Vera

Markgraf, Prof. dr. Dirk Verschuren, Dr. Carina Hoorn, Dr. Will Gosling, Prof. dr. Steph

Menken and Prof. dr. Peter de Ruiter.

And here my final words of appreciation to those who triggered my interest in the

Neotropics and motivated me to dedicate my life to being a biologist and scientist making

me feel that I am following your footsteps: Henry Hooghiemstra, Antoine Cleef, Thomas van

der Hammen, and of course my childhood hero sir David Attenborough. My biggest

admiration for all of you for your scientific work, your pioneering research, years of

fieldwork, visionary insights, and everlasting passion for science and nature.

In closing, I want to share my gratefulness to the Universe for putting in my path the great

people who made me who I am today…:

‘ …quasi nanos, gigantium humeris insidentes, ut possimus plura eis et remotiora videre, non

utique proprii visus acumine, aut eminentia corporis, sed quia in altum subvenimur et

extollimur magnitudine gigantean.’

John of Salisbury, Metalogicon (1159)

…we are as dwarfs sitting on the shoulders of giants, so that we can see more things than they,

and things at a greater distance, not at any rate by virtue of sharpness of sight on our part, or

any physical excellence, but because we are assisted and lifted up by their giant size’

So… always make sure you choose your giants wisely!

Suzette G.A. Flantua

April 28th, 2017
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