Appendix

Table 1: Sample description per country

Country News sites Election type Election period Routine period
19/03/2019 to  19/09/2018 to
AU news.com.au, smh.com.au Federal 25/05,/2019 25/11/2018
kurier.at, derstandard.at, o 31/07/2019 to  30/10/2019 to
AT heute.at Legislative 06/10/2019 05,/01,/2020
BR folha.uol.com.br, globo.com, Presidential 01/09/2018 to ~ 29/08/2019 to
uol.com.br, msn.com/pt-br (4+ National Congress) 04/11/2018 04/11/2019
n-tv.de, focus.de, bild.de, . 27/03/2019 to  27/10/2018 to
DE t-online.de, spicgel.de Buropean Parliament 5,6 /9019 02/01/2019
. . 12/12/2018 to  12/06,/2019 to
NL rtinievws.nl, telegraaf.nl Provincial 27/03,/2019 27/09,/2019
ziare.ro, hotnews.ro, adevarul.ro,
RO mdisfunro. romamistonct,  Presidentia 11/09/2019 o 12/12/2019 to
S09G) 0270, et S 17/11/2019 17/02,/2020
stiripesurse.ro, cancan.ro,
click.ro, realitatea.net
lavanguardia.com, elmundo.es
marca.com, telecinco.es
’ 1€0- €5 11/09/2019 to  12/12/2018 to
ES lasexta.com, 20minutos.es, General 17/11/2019 17/02/2019
antenad.com, abc.es,
okdiario.com, elconfidencial.com
UK bbc.com, thegquardian.com, General 13/10/2019 to ~ 11/02/2019 to

dailymadl.co.uk

19/12/2019

19/04,/2019
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Figure 1: Flow chart of article classification for a given country
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Appendix 1: List of Manual Classification of Website
Sections

AUSTRALIA 2019

Sites with URL-classification: The Sydney Morning Herald

Sites without URL-classification: News.com.au, 9 News

Political sections: /politics/

Non-political sections: /banking-and-finance/, /companies/, /music/,
/rugby-union/, /technology/, /basketball/, /cricket/, /fashion/,
/small-business/, /tennis/,  /art-and-design/, /books/, /culture/,
/life-and-relationships/, /money/, /soccer/, /the-economy/, /workplace/,
/business/, /environment/, /health-and-wellness/, /lifestyle/, /movies/,
/racing/, /sport/

AUSTRALIA 2020

Sites with URL-classification: The Sydney Morning Herald

Sites without URL-classification: News.com.au

Political sections: /politics/

Non-political sections: /banking-and-finance/, /companies/, /music/,
/rugby-union/, /technology/, /basketball/, Jcricket/, /fashion/,
/small-business/,  /tennis/,  /art-and-design/,  /books/,  /culture/,
/life-and-relationships/, /money/, /soccer/, /the-economy/, /workplace/,
/business/, /environment/, /health-and-wellness/, /lifestyle/, /movies/,
/racing/, /sport/

AUSTRIA 2019

Sites with URL-classification: kurier-at, kleinezeitung

Sites without URL-classification: krone, ORF, derStandard, heute.at
Political sections: /politik/, /aussenpolitik/, /innenpolitik/, /landespolitik/
Non-political sections: /auto/, /ballsport/, /bundesliga/,
/championsleague/, /deutschebundesliga/, /eishockey/, /ersteliga/, /formell/,
/fussball/, /gesundheit/, /kaerntnersport/, /kultur/, /lebensart/, /leute/,
/motorsport/, /nationalteam/, /sommersport/, /sport/, /tennis/, /tiere/,
/wintersport/, /wirtschaft/, /vsv/, /freizeit/, /fussball/, /genuss/, /gesund/,
/kultur/, /leben/, /stars/, /style/, /wintersport/, /wirtschaft/wissen/

AUSTRIA 2020:

Sites with URL-classification: kurier-at

Sites without URL-classification: krone, ORF, derStandard, heute.at
Political sections: /politik/, /politik-ausland/, /politik-inland/
Non-political sections: /sport/, /film/, /unternehmen/, /wirtschaft/,
/kultur/, /mobilitaet/, /fussball/, /leben-liebe-sex/, /reise/, /gesundheit/,
/medien/, /sport/, /wissenschaft/, /stars/, /essen-trinken/, /kultur/,
/wintersport/, /freizeit/, /wirtschaft/
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BRAZIL 2019:

Sites with URL-classification: folha, Globo, UOL, MSN - Brazil
(Portuguese), Terra - Noticias

Sites without URL-classification: Record News

Political sections: /poder/, /eleicoes/, /politica/

Non-political sections: /ciencia/, /esporte/, /tec/, /cinema-e-series/,
/cotidiano/, /empreendedorsocial/, /mercado/, /seminariosfolha/, /turismo/,

/ambiente/, /celebridades/, , /educacao/, /equilibrioesaude/,
/mercadoaberto/,  /sobretudo/,  /televisao/, /carnaval/, /economia/,
/fantastico/, /musica/, /pop-arte/, /tvefamosos.uol.com.br/,
/vivabem.uol.com.br/, /carros.uol.com.br/, /economia.uol.com.br/,
/entretenimento.uol.com.br/, /esporte.uol.com.br/, /serie-a/, /tecnologia/,
/campeonatos/, /educacao.uol.com.br/, /tecnologia.uol.com.br/,

/universa.uol.com.br/, /culinaria/, /equipes/, /tv/, /adorocinema/, /dino/,
/vida-e-estilo/, /automobilismo/, /diversao/, /basquete/, /climatempo/,
/flmania/, /futebol/, /purepeople/, /tenis/

BRAZIL 2020:

Sites with URL-classification: folha, Globo, UOL, MSN - Brazil
(Portuguese), Terra - Noticias

Sites without URL-classification: Record News

Political sections: /poder/, /eleicoes/, /politica/,
/congressoemfoco.uol.com.br/

Non-political sections: /ciencia/, /esporte/, /tec/, /cinema-e-series/,
/cotidiano/, /empreendedorsocial/, /mercado/, /seminariosfolha/, /turismo/,
/ambiente/, /celebridades/, /educacao/, /equilibrioesaude/, /mercadoaberto/,
/sobretudo/, /televisao/, /grana/, /telepadi.folha.uol.com.br/, /voceviu/,
/f5.folha.uol.com.br/,  /bbb21/, /carnaval/, /economia/, /fantastico/,
/musica/, /pop-arte/, /tvefamosos.uol.com.br/, /vivabem.uol.com.br/,
/carros.uol.com.br/, /economia.uol.com.br/, /entretenimento.uol.com.br/,
/esporte.uol.com.br/, /serie-a/, /tecnologia/, /campeonatos/,
/educacao.uol.com.br/, /tecnologia.uol.com.br/, /universa.uol.com.br/,
/rollingstone.uol.com.br/, /famosos/, /vivabem/, /cenapop.uol.com.br/,
/culinaria/, /equipes/, /tv/, /adorocinema/, /dino/, /vida-e-estilo/,
/automobilismo/,  /diversao/, /basquete/, /climatempo/, /flmania/,
/futebol/, /purepeople/, /tenis/

GERMANY 2019:

Sites with URL-classification: n-tv.de, Focus, bild.de

Sites without URL-classification: t-online.de, spiegel.de

Political sections: /politik/, /politik-ausland/, /politik-inland/, /trump/
Non-political sections: /aktien/, /auto/, /bundesligal/, /deals/, /eltern/,
/familie/, /finanzen/, /formell/, /fussball/, /gesundheit/, /kultur/, /natur/,
/panorama/, /sport/, /immobilien/, /musik/, /gesund-leben/, /kino_tv/,
/natur/, /bauen/, /£100/, /reisen/, /boerse/, /gesundleben/,
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/kryptowaehrungen/, /nfl/, /bundesligal/, /fitness/, /handy/, /wissen/,
/technik/, /leben/, /auto/, /auto-news/, /sport/, /fussball/, /kino/,
Junterhaltung/,  /fussball-international/,  /leute/, /musik/, /geld/,
/mehr-sport/, /wirtschaft/, /digital/, /gesundheit/, /motorsport/, /ratgeber/,
/mehr-sport/,  /reise/,  /spiele/,  /wetter/, /erotik/,  /mein-geld/,
/news-ausland/, /news-inland/, /spiele-news/, /wintersport/,
/handy-und-telefon/, /lifestyle/, /nationalmannschaft/

GERMANY 2020:

Sites with URL-classification: n-tv.de, Focus, bild.de

Sites without URL-classification: t-online.de, spiegel.de

Political sections: /politik/, /politik-ausland/, /politik-inland/
Non-political sections: /aktien/, /auto/, /bundesligal/, /deals/, /eltern/,
/familie/, /finanzen/, /formell/, /fussball/, /gesundheit/, /kultur/, /natur/,
/panorama/, /sport/, /auto/, /auto-news/, /sport/, /fussball/, /kino/,
Junterhaltung/,  /fussball-international/,  /leute/,  /musik/, /geld/,
/mehr-sport/, /wirtschaft/, /digital/, /gesundheit/, /motorsport/, /ratgeber/

NETHERLANDS 2019:

Sites with URL-classification: rtlnieuws.nl

Sites without URL-classification: telegraaf.nl

Political sections: /politiek/

Non-political sections: /bedrijven/, /beurs/, /business/, /carriere/,
/darts/, /entertainment/, /gezin/, /gezondheid/, /liefde-leven/, /life/,
/lifestyle/, /misdaad/, /ondernemen/, /personal-finance/, /sport/, /tech/,
/football/

NETHERLANDS 2020:

Sites with URL-classification: rtlnieuws.nl

Sites without URL-classification: telegraaf.nl

Political sections: /politiek/

Non-political sections: /bedrijven/, /beurs/, /business/, /carriere/,
/darts/, /entertainment/, /gezin/, /gezondheid/, /liefde-leven/, /life/,
/lifestyle/, /misdaad/, /ondernemen/, /personal-finance/, /sport/, /tech/,
/football/

ROMANIA 2019:

Sites with URL-classification: ziare, hotnews, adevarul digi24.ro,
stirileprotv.ro, mediafax-en

Sites without URL-classification: romaniatv.net, stiripesurse.ro, cancan,
libertatea, click.ro, observator, realitatea

Political sections: /politica/,  /politic/,  /justitie/, /premier/,
/ludovic-orban/, /donald-trump/, /magistrati/, /dna/, /presedinte-sua/,
/psd/, /stiri-politic, /presedinte-sua/, /alegeri-prezidentiale-2019/,
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/vladimir-putin/, /brexit/, /europarlamentare/, /liviu-dragnea/,
/ministrul-justitiei/, /tudorel-toader/

Non-political sections: /show-buzz/, /cultura-media/, /csid/, /financiar/,
/horoscop/, /sanatate/, /travel/, /vacantalamare.stirileprotv.ro/, /vremea/,
/afaceri/,  /bani/,  /business-international/, /celebritati/, /cultura/,
/economie/,  /educatie/, /entertainment/, /eveniment/, /life-style/,
/sanatate/, /scoala/, /sport/, /stil-de-viata/, /stiri-economice/, /tech/,
/arte/, /auto/, /business-internationa/, /celebritati/, /entertainment/,
/eveniment/, /film/, /gadget/, /gaming/, /internet/, /life-style/, /medicina/,
/mobile/,  /muzica/, /sanatate/,  /societate/,  /sport/, /stiinta/,
/stiri-economice/, /suceava/, /eveniment/, /international/, /politie/, /scoala/,
/cultura/, /accident/, /meteo/, /life.hotnews.ro/, /sport.hotnews.ro/,
/economie.hotnews.ro/, /science.hotnews.ro/, /accident/, /meteo/, /spitale/

ROMANTIA 2020:

Sites with URL-classification: =ziare, hotnews, adevarul digi24.ro,
stirileprotv.ro, mediafax-en

Sites without URL-classification: romaniatv.net, stiripesurse.ro, cancan,
libertatea, click.ro, observator, realitatea

Political sections: /politica/,  /politic/,  /justitie/, /premier/,
/ludovic-orban/, /donald-trump/, /magistrati/, /dna/, /presedinte-sua/,
/psd/, /stiri-politic, /presedinte-sua/, /alegeri-prezidentiale-2019/,
/vladimir-putin/

Non-political sections: /show-buzz/, /cultura-media/, /afaceri/, /bani/,
/business-international/, /celebritati/, /cultura/, /economie/, /educatie/,
/entertainment/, /eveniment/, /life-style/, /sanatate/, /scoala/, /sport/,
/stil-de-viata/, /stiri-economice/, /tech/, /arte/, /auto/,
/business-internationa/, /celebritati/, /entertainment/, /eveniment/, /film/,
/gadget/, /gaming/, /internet/, /life-style/, /medicina/, /mobile/, /muzica/,
/sanatate/, /societate/, /sport/, /stiinta/, /stiri-economice/, /suceava/,
/eveniment/, /international/, /politie/, /scoala/, /cultura/, /accident/,
/meteo/,  /life.hotnews.ro/, /sport.hotnews.ro/, /economie.hotnews.ro/,
/science.hotnews.ro/, /accident/, /meteo/, /spitale/

SPAIN 2019:

Sites with URL-classification: La Vanguardia, Eldiario.es, El Periodico
Sites without URL-classification: elMundo, marca.com, telecinco,
lasexta.com, 20minutos, antenadnoticias, okdiario.com, elconfidencial.com,
antenad, abc

Political sections: /trumplandia/, /politica/

Non-political sections: /economia/, /motogp/, /gente/, /ocio-y-cultura/,
/sucesos-y-tribunales/,  /tecnologia/, /deportes/, /sanidad/, /yotele/,
/ciencia/, /deportes/, /natural/, /recetas/, /tenis/, /cine/, /fc-barcelona/,
Jocio/, /series/, /comer/, /futbol/, /viajes/, /baloncesto/, /cultura/,
/motor/, /ciclismo/, /deportes/, /muyfan/
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SPAIN 2020:

Sites with URL-classification: La Vanguardia

Sites without URL-classification: elMundo, marca.com, telecinco,
lasexta.com, 20minutos, antena3noticias, okdiario.com, elconfidencial.com,
antenad, abc

Political sections: /politica/

Non-political sections: /economia/, /motogp/, /gente/, /ocio-y-cultura/,
/sucesos-y-tribunales/,  /tecnologia/, /deportes/, /sanidad/, /yotele/,
/ciencia/, /deportes/, /lifestyle/, /mba/, /vida/, /tendencias/, /cribeo/,
/musica/, /culturas/, /materia-prima/, /otros-deportes/, /real-madrid/,
/natural/, /recetas/, /tenis/, /cine/, /fc-barcelona/, /ocio/, /series/, /comer/,
/futbol/, /viajes/, /baloncesto/, /cultura/, /motor/, /ciclismo/, /deportes/,
/muyfan/

UNITED KINGDOM 2019:

Sites with URL-classification: BBC, The Guardian UK

Sites without URL-classification: Sky News, Daily Mail

Political sections: politics, /election-, referendum

Non-political sections:  /artanddesign/, /business/, /environment/,
/football/, /sport/, /fashion/, /gallery/, /stage/, /culture/, /books/,
/lifeandstyle/,  /money/, /science/, /technology/, /music/, /travel/,
/education/, /food/, /society/, /tv-and-radio/, /boxing/, /hi/, /cricket/,
/olympics/, /tennis/, /cycling/, /programmes/, /rudgby-league/, /athletics/,
/formulal/, /av/, /golf/, /snooker/, /rugby-union/, /business-, /health,
/magazine-, /education-, /technology-, /entertainment-, /science-, /magazine-

UNITED KINGDOM 2020:

Sites with URL-classification: BBC, The Guardian UK

Sites without URL-classification: Daily Mail

Political sections: politics

Non-political sections:  /artanddesign/, /business/, /environment/,
/football/, /sport/, /fashion/, /gallery/, /stage/, /culture/, /books/,
/lifeandstyle/,  /money/, /science/, /technology/, /music/, /travel/,
/education/, /food/, /society/, /tv-and-radio/, /boxing/, /hi/, /cricket/,
/olympics/, /tennis/, /cycling/, /programmes/, /rudgby-league/, /athletics/,
/formulal/, /av/, /golf/, /snooker/, /rugby-union/
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Table 3: Labels Produced by Distant Supervision

This table reports the number of articles produced with the labels assigned
through the distant supervision labelling process described in Appendix 1.
Political and Non-Political articles were used to train Supervised Machine

Learning Classifiers, which were then applied to all ‘Unclear’ articles.

Once

all were classified, articles were sampled for Routine and Election periods.

Sites without

Country /Period Sites with URL-Tagging URL-Tagging Total
Political Non-Political Unclear Unclear

Australia 2019 3267 17142 18915 41414 80738
Australia 2020 3818 19018 1897 29099 53832
Austria 2019 10305 24733 28272 76315 139625
Austria 2020 4254 5630 7944 34515 52343
Brazil 2019 12529 39730 67565 273 120097
Brazil 2020 6603 28256 58913 32 93804
Germany 2019 18774 62761 11700 26217 119452
Germany 2020 5436 19993 8822 16616 50867
Netherlands 2019 83 1619 1559 3954 7215
Netherlands 2020 256 7785 4323 15051 27415
Romania 2019 15881 40613 62651 49442 168587
Romania 2020 8988 27844 56031 41374 134237
Spain 2019 16611 29411 48658 189174 283854
Spain 2020 39000 14016 11779 185581 250376
UK 2019 5334 29078 48498 26808 109718
UK 2020 3693 20654 49330 42421 116098
Total 154832 388283 486857 778286 1808258
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Appendix 2: Model testing and validation

Table 4: Train-test Split Performance of Classifiers
This table displays performance of models on a random test sample of news
articles (25% of total articles) withheld from training material.

Model Precision Recall F1 Accuracy Balanced Accuracy

Australia 2019 0,7741 0,028  0,8441 0,9459 0,9386
Australia 2020 0,7282 0,9497 0,8243  0,9352 0,0411

Austria 2019 0,7752  0,9818 0,8663 0,9108 0,9315
Austria 2020 0,8969  0,9106 0,9037 0,913 0,9128
Brazil 2019 0,7912  0,9444 0,8611 0,9265 0,9326
Brazil 2020 0,8185  0,9035 0,8589 0,9446 0,9288
Germany 2019 0,794 0,9503 0,8652 0,9324 0,9387
Germany 2020 0,7639  0,8873 0,821  0,9168 0,9061
Netherlands 2019 1 0,3636  0,5333 0,9671 0,6818
Netherlands 2020 1 0,3729 05432 0,9816 0,6864

Romania 2019 0,7856  0,9244 0,8494 0,9064 0,9118
Romania 2020 0,8343  0,8474 0,8408 0,9226 0,8969

Spain 2019 0,9046 0,9744 10,9382 0,9533 0,578
Spain 2020 0,871 0,9353 0,902  0,9551 0,948

UK 2019 0,8308 0,0431 0,8834 0,9619 0,9542
UK 2020 0,8528 0,9413 0,8948 0,9678 0,9568
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Table 5: Validation - Classier Performance on Hand-coded Texts

This table displays performance of models on a stratified sample of 40 articles
per classifier, split evenly between political (20) and non-political (20). Because
of the concerningly low number of political articles for the Netherlands, we chose
to test political on non-stratified sample of 100 articles for each period.

Model Precision Recall F1 Accuracy Balanced Accuracy
Australia 2019 0,8947 0,9444 0,9189 0,9231 0,9246
Australia 2020 0,7500 1,0000 0,8571 0,8750 0,9000
Austria 2019 0,8095 0,9444 0,8718 0,8750 0,8813
Austria 2020 0,8571 1,0000 0,9231 0,9268 0,9348
Brazil 2019 0,7692 0,9091 0,8333 0,8462 0,8545
Brazil 2020 0,8750 0,9722  0,9211 0,9231 0,9266
Germany 2019 0,8500 1,0000 0,9189 0,9250 0,9348
Germany 2020 0,8947 0,8947 10,8947 0,8974 0,8974
Netherlands 2019  1,0000 0,3333 0,5000 0,9200 0,6667
Netherlands 2020  1,0000 0,2000 10,3333 0,9200 0,6000
Romania 2019 1,0000 0,9524 0,9756 0,9750 0,9762
Romania 2020 0,9474 0,9474 0,9474 0,9487 0,9487
Spain 2019 0,8378 0,9688 0,8986 0,9067 0,9146
Spain 2020 0,9500 0,9048 0,9268 0,9250 0,9261
UK 2019 1,0000 0,9091 0,9524 0,9500 0,9545
UK 2020 0,7000 1,0000 0,8235 0,8500 0,8846

Table 6: Validation - Classification of Withheld News Site

This table displays performance of models on a withheld news site, allowing
to compare between classifier performance and classification based on URL
sections. Models are missing for country periods where only one news site
with sections in their URL was available. Please note that these are not the
models used (since in them we have excluded a news site that was used in our
full models), and are rather a proof-of-concept.

Model Withheld Precision Recall F1 Accuracy Balanced Accuracy
Austria 2019 Kurier-at 0,7532 0,9701 0,8480 0,8736 0,8943
Brazil 2019 Globo 0,9044 0,8945 0,8994 0,9294 0,9215
Brazil 2020 Globo 0,9207 0,7255 0,8116 0,9230 0,8535
Germany 2019 Bild 0,8953 0,8864 00,8908 00,9487 0,9272
Germany 2020 Bild 0,9618 0,6824 10,7984 0,9154 0,8368
Romania 2019  Hotnews 0,8549 0,9590  0,9040 0,9442 0,9488
Romania 2020 Hotnews 0,8321 0,9320 0,8792 0,9398 0,9371
Spain 2019 La Vanguardia 00,9396 0,9587 0,9491 0,9667 0,9646
UK 2019 BBC 0,7040 0,9350 0,8032 0,9157 0,9231
UK 2020 BBC 0,7942 0,9107 0,8485 0,9248 0,9199
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Appendix 3: Keyness Analyses

Figure 2: Keyness Analysis of Text Term Composition - Australia 2019
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Figure 3: Keyness Analysis of Text Term Composition - Australia 2020
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Figure 4: Keyness Analysis of Text Term Composition - Austria 2019
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Figure 5: Keyness Analysis of Text Term Composition - Austria 2020
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Figure 6: Keyness Analysis of Text Term Composition - Brazil 2019
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Figure 7: Keyness Analysis of Text Term Composition - Brazil 2020
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Figure 8: Keyness Analysis of Text Term Composition - Germany 2019
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Figure 9: Keyness Analysis of Text Term Composition - Germany 2020
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Figure 10: Keyness Analysis of Text Term Composition - Netherlands 2019
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Figure 11: Keyness Analysis of Text Term Composition - Netherlands 2020
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Figure 12: Keyness Analysis of Text Term Composition - Romania 2019
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Figure 13: Keyness Analysis of Text Term Composition - Romania 2020

W coronavir
covid
ani
china
mondial

B cazun
dolari
meci
Hafeo
ume
rysia_
varsta
sgama .
P rmania
iga

eces
timp
italia
guvernul
parlamentar
motiunea
firea
barna
uver,
%artmp
vior
ald
parlament
cenzura
%uéuu
Klaus
ciolacu
. UsE
) danm?a
iohanni
r.:rI an
n
psd >
-40000 -30000 -20000 -10000 0
chi2

47



Figure 14: Keyness Analysis of Text Term Composition - Spain 2019
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Figure 15: Keyness Analysis of Text Term Composition - Spain 2020
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Figure 16: Keyness Analysis of Text Term Composition - United Kingdom 2019
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Figure 17: Keyness Analysis of Text Term Composition - United Kingdom 2020
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Appendix 4: Robustness Checks

As a robustness check, we also provide an alternative calculation to the political
sharing gap. The calculation used in the paper allows for significant fluctuation
day-by-day, as articles that become ‘viral’ have a large influence on the percent
of political shares (most articles receive only a couple of shares; however, some
articles are outliers with 10k+ shares, which means that on some days the
political-to-nonpolitical ratio is 0.9 or more). While we focus on this calculation
as the viral and cumulative nature of the internet is central to the notion of news
sharing, we provide an alternative calculation below that adjusts for virality,
eliminating the impact of outliers.

The robustness check is the following: Taking a single day as a unit of
analysis, we calculated the percent of articles published that were on the topic
of politics - this gives us an idea of the focus given to politics by media
organizations (here the calculations are the same). We differ however, in the
calculation of political sharing. For sharing, we calculate, of all the articles
shared at least once in that day, what percent was political. This gives us an
idea of which stories received at least some traction on Facebook. We then
subtracted the percent of political sharing from the percent of political
publishing. In this robustness check, ‘sharing’ is a binary variable rather than
a continuous one, where articles are either shared once or more, or not at all.
This calculation, while yielding significantly more conservative values, provides
support for the same patterns found with our initial calculation. These are
reported in Figure
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Appendix 5: Robustness Check — Negative
Binomial Regression Models

Figure 3 and Figure 4 provide an idea of the production and dissemination of
political news across time and across countries. Increases in political sharing,
however, could be a result of an increase in political coverage, or a product of
outlet-level effects. To account for this, we calculated eight negative binomial
models predicting news sharing on Facebook, for both the election and routine
periods. The results are presented in Table 7 and 8. For every one unit
increase in the independent variable, the expected value of the dependent
variable (shares), is obtained by multiplying by the IRR. We compute an
interaction term between time periods and news topic, allowing us to judge
whether elections impact the relationship between news topic and sharing.
The interaction effect in our model means that the political coefficient should
be interpreted as the impact of political news on sharing during the routine
period. The interaction then tells us how much stronger the effect of political
news on sharing becomes during an election period. The models also control
for news article outlet, as the amount of shares an article receives is influenced
by outlet type (e.g. legacy vs. tabloid), as well as the general popularity of
each news site. Additionally, a control was added for the popularity of politics
in the week each article was published, calculated as the percent of political
articles to all articles in each week.

We start by observing that political articles receive more shares than
non-political articles during the routine period in five countries: in Austria,
political news is expected to receive 41.1% more shares than non-political
articles; in Brazil, 228% more; in Germany, 71.3% more; in Romania, 66.4%
more; in Spain, 36.7% more (all significant at the p < .001 level). A strand of
literature suggests that, when compared to topics such as ‘entertainment’,
people are not as interested in sharing political news. Our results suggests
that when compared to all other news items, and not just public favourites,
political news is shared a lot more often. In the United Kingdom and the
Netherlands, there are no significant differences between the sharing of
political and non-political news, while in Australia, political news receives less
shares than non-political news. To evaluate the effect of elections on political
news sharing, we turn to the interaction effect in each model. Our models
suggest that in five countries, elections have a significant positive effect on the
sharing of political news. In Austria, elections strengthen the effect of political
news on sharing by 64.7%; in Australia by 242.6%; in Romania by 181%; in
Spain by 62.7%; and in the United Kingdom by 32.6%. In three countries,
however, elections have no effect on sharing political news on Facebook:
Brazil, Germany and the Netherlands. In response to RQ2, elections have
considerable effects on news sharing on Facebook, mostly increasing the
amount of political news sharing. No effects were found in Germany and the
Netherlands, the two countries with European and regional elections instead of
general.
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