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Ulrich Braunschweig was born on May 8th, 1978 in Krems an der Donau (Austria). After attending the 
BG/BRG Piaristengasse in Krems and compulsory military service, he enrolled as a biology student at the 
University of Vienna in 1997, specializing in genetics. In the course of the European Erasmus mobility 
program, he spent one year at the University of Århus in Denmark. 

Ulrich’s interest in chromatin led him to study transcription of mouse satellite DNA in the laboratory of 
Prof. Th omas Jenuwein at the Institute of Molecular Pathology in Vienna as an undergraduate, resulting 
in the Diplom (MSc) thesis “An RNAi-mediated pathway for silencing of repetitive sequences” in 2003. 
After remaining in Prof. Jenuwein’s lab as a technician, he started his doctoral research in 2005 under 
supervision of Dr. Bas van Steensel at the Netherlands Cancer Institute in Amsterdam. Th e results of this 
work are presented in this thesis.
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