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To thank everyone who is worthy of my gratitude is a daunting task, especially if I am to attempt to 

do it without it sounding like an Academy Awards acceptance speech. First thanks have to go to those 

whose contribution was essential, the babies and their parents who kindly agreed to being studied.

Thanks to my father, Dennis, for his never ending confidence in me. Years ago he said I would get a 

PhD in fetal echocardiography, he had an idea that I pioneered the technique! Unfortunately he did 

not live to see the product of his unfailing faith. Dennis this one’s for you!

Prof.dr. Caterina Maddelena Bilardo, my co-promoter; dearest KATIA, you have come to mean so 

much to me, a kindred spirit. We have laughed and we have cried together. We have shared the 

isolation, frustrations, sorrow and celebrations of being a ‘buitenlander’ in The Netherlands together. 

Numbers were always said in English during our polyclinic as it was the only way we could ensure 

accuracy in the face of dyslexia and Dutch number inversion confusion! We have had some animated, 

emotional discussions, both being Capricorns, stubborn, down to earth and passionate about our point 

of view. Well done, you did manage to get me to acknowledge that I am not always right! Our shared 

passion has resulted in this thesis, I hope you are proud of it. Thank-you for all the time and emotion 

you have put into it. In the time we have worked together you have developed from a colleague into a 

very dear friend. I don’t know any other person who can enthusiastically run a department, be a caring 

an empathetic doctor, mentor several people simultaneously, return corrections to manuscripts within 

a day with worthwhile suggestions and corrections despite a jam-packed programme on the work and 

home front and who can still find time for others. I am constantly in awe of your endless energy. You 

are very worthy of a professorship. I am so proud of you. I hope we will still be able to work and grow 

together for many years to come. 

Prof.dr. J Ottenkamp, one of my promoters; Jaap, when I first met you in my job interview ten years 

ago, I found you very difficult to read. However, your special qualities soon became very apparent 

to me.You have supported and stimulated me in my professional development and always given me 

sensible and worthy advice. You encouraged me to start my thesis and then helped with every step in 

the evolution of it.  Further you gave me substantial emotional support in difficult times. Many years 

ago my parents gave up correcting my spelling mistakes. You never failed to correct every one and to 

point out my grammar errors too, be they in Dutch, English or French! Thank you for your endless 

patience, especially when helping me to improve my Dutch. From you I have learnt the importance 

of attention to detail, now I have to learn to apply that knowledge better! You have turned out to be 

much more than my ‘boss’, I look up to you as a father-figure and am very grateful for everything you 

have done for me.

To my other promoter, Prof.dr. J. van der Post; Joris, many thanks for being a reliable background 

force ensuring that the wheels kept on turning in times of laxity and for giving useful suggestions in 

the development of this thesis.

18175_Clur binnenwerk.indd   203 18-10-2010   14:01:23



204

Chapter 14

To the thesis commission members: Prof. Dr. Lindsey Allan, Prof. dr. Hugo Heymans, Prof. dr. Nico 

Blom, Prof. dr. Antoon Moorman, Prof. dr. Ben Willem Mol, and Prof. dr. Jarda Hruda. Thank-you 

for agreeing to be part of the commission and for carefully reading my manuscript. Many thanks 

especially to Lindsey Allen for coming from England. Having the mother of fetal echocardiography 

as a commission member is a great honour. Special thanks also to Hugo Heymans; Hugo, from our 

very first encounter, when I caught you in your office during your holiday, you have been a source of 

tremendous support and stimulation. Thank-you for  believing in me. 

To my collegues in the Department of Pediatric Cardiology and the CAHAL; especially dr. Irene 

Kuipers, dr. Bart Straver, Prof.dr. Nico Blom, Dr. Jan Lam, Dr. Annette Rackowitz, Dr. Wies Lubbers, 

Dr. Mies Naeff, Dr. Ad Backx, Dr. Shirley Lo A Njoe, Dr. Lukas Rammeloo and Dr. Hennie van der 

Meer, thank-you for your friendship, understanding and help over the past years. You very selflessly 

allowed me some space to work on my thesis. You are a great bunch and I have been very happy 

working with you. 

Let me not forget all the echocardiographers; Ewoudt Straat, Ari Widyanti, Pytsje Stellingwerf, 

Marjolein Claessens and Yvonne Geelhoed; thanks to you all for your constant support and assistance. 

You are a vital link in the care of our young patients.  

And then I must mention Tilly Thuijsman, Ria Groot, Linda Scheen and Saskia Rietmeijer, the rocks 

of the department, your help has been unfailing and is greatly appreciated. 

Fetal cardiology is a sub-speciality with close affiliations with other specialities including Obstetrics 

and Gynecology, Neonatology, Anatomy, Cardiology, Genetics and Psycho-social studies. Over the 

years I have been fortunate to enjoy the collaboration of all of the above mentioned departments and 

am very appreciative of your inputs. I would like to specifically thank dr. Allard van der Wal for his 

‘pathological’ contribution, Katrien Oude Rengerink for her hours of statistical and epidemiological 

work, and Dr. Evelien Timmerman, dr. Moira Müller, Dr. Inge Mathijssen, Dr. Andrew Cook, Dr. R 

Laurini, and dr. Eva Pajkrt for their contributions to chapters in this thesis, as well as Ties van Brussel 

for his hard work, availability and for coping with me as a mentor! Thanks too to Prof.dr. Arthur 

Wilde, Nynke Hofman, Dr. Pascal Robles de Medina, Manja Bunschoten, Dr. Merel Bakker, dr. 

Monique de Laat, Dr. M van Zalen, Debbie Bax and the staff of the prenatal diagnosis unit, for their 

friendly cooperation, assistance and hard work over the years.

It would be incorrect not to mention those people who played an important role in the development 

of my interest in pediatric cardiology. Firstly I would like to mention Dr. Neill Videlefsky who first 

encouraged me to do a fellowship in cardiology when I was being encouraged by others to become a 

pediatric oncologist. Then of cause, Prof. Solly Levin, for his incredible patience, fantastic clinical and 

teaching abilities, and attention to detail that were fundamental to my acquirement of basic knowledge 

and understanding of pediatric cardiology. Also Dr. Selwyn Milner, who helped to tame and train me, 

for his generosity of spirit, as well as the rest of the Johannesburg pediatric cardiologists, especially Dr. 
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Jef Harrisberg, Dr. Kenny Govendragaloo, Dr. Ray Dansky and Prof. Antoinette Cilliers, thanks guys! 

Specifically I have to thank the sonographer Ms. S Moolla at Coronation Hospital who unwittingly 

kindled my passion for fetal echocardiography when she called me to assist her in the evaluation of 

a fetus with a “heart with five chambers”. That fetus, with an absent pulmonary valve syndrome, 

became my first fetal patient.

I also need to thank many people who supported me in difficult times and remained faithful friends 

despite being ignored while my attentions were diverted. Here especially I have to thank my special 

life-long friends Prof. Stella Vettori, Dr. Glenda Gray, Dr. Lerato Mohapi and Dr. Derek Meyer. 

Writing a thesis requires passion, discipline, balance, dedication, time and hard work. The mentioned 

qualities do no not come naturally to most of us. Passion I had, but for help with the rest I have to 

thank Senseis Almir Skrijelj and Max Agerbeek for their teachings on the philosophy of Shotokan 

Karate as well as all the members of the All Sports Karate Team for their comradery. I have managed 

this thesis, black belt here we come! 

For my paranimphs, Irene Kuipers and my sister Belinda Clur, very special thanks are due.

Irene you too have become very important to me over the years, always caring and advising, helping 

and organising. I have been able to proudly watch you grow from a fellow in pediatric cardiology 

into a very competent and dedicated pediatric cardiologist with a special talent for echocardiography. 

Thank you for your valuable comments over developing manuscripts and constant emotional support 

and friendship over the years. I knew you would make a great paranimph! 

Londy, thank-you for coming to The Netherlands to do this for me. You were a natural first choice, 

need I say more? 

And so from Londy, to the rest of my family, they all deserve sincere thanks for all their support in 

the past, not always easy, years. My mother Denise; Mommy you especially, thank-you for the lovely 

cover, all your long-distance input and assistance as well as your yearly trips from South Africa to help 

with the boys. Sorry for the morning sickness and tempestuous teenage years!  Thanks also to my two 

lovely boys Sean and Liam who thrived despite their mother’s divided attention. I am so proud of you. 

Finally, thank-you to my brothers, Gavin (my other long-distance house manager) and Alwin, for 

being the special characters that they are.

18175_Clur binnenwerk.indd   205 18-10-2010   14:01:23




