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Tik-m-aan 

 

 

Dear Reader,  

Waaaaaaaaaaaazzzzzzzzzzaaaaaaaaapppp?!! 

 Some think that it is the goal of a PhD. student to write a thesis and defend it 
successfully in front of a committee. Indeed, according to the contract, this is what a PhD. 
student is paid for and this is what lasts once he is gone: a small, rarely read book and a line 
or two in one’s résumé. In my opinion these people are sadly mistaken. Is that truly what you 
work so hard for, three, four, maybe five or even six years? Or are they just tokens? Signs of 
something bigger? Indeed, I believe so. In my opinion, the goal of a PhD. student is to 
become a PhD. A person with a certain state of mind, a true scholar, someone with 
professional scars and baggage. This state of mind can only be acquired by years of working, 
learning and, most of all, interacting with other people with similar interests. The goal of a 
PhD. student is thus to be a PhD. student; until he or she is ready to ascend from that level. 

In this acknowledgement I would therefore like to thank all those people that worked 
with me, learned with me and spent time with me, allowing me to become, hopefully, worthy 
of the title PhD. Their names; too plentiful to summarize, too easy to forget, thus instead of 
naming everyone on a five page acknowledgement, I choose not to name anyone. However, 
know that, while I write these final pages, your faces pass my mind’s eye and I think of you 
warmly. Colleagues, friends, loved ones, thank you so much for everything… 
 

Despite this statement, there are a few colleagues I can not forbear to call by name, 
because they shaped and helped me more than anyone else, ‘on the floor’ and ‘in the office’:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

s.o.s. 
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First of all Ingrid. I really admire the way in which you perform research and you have 
truly been an example to me professionally. In addition, I always appreciated your company 
and I will miss working with you. Thank you for everything you have done for me. 

Klaas de Baas. I always considered you as, sort of, my third promotor. Especially in 
my first years I have learned so much from you on the field of immunology and on how I 
should perform my (in vivo) experiments. Thank you for tagging me along in your 
experiments, even though maybe I invited myself more often than not. Also I will miss the 
many beer nights we had.  

René. Your supervision was a delight to me. I greatly respect you as an immunologist, 
but appreciate your no-nonsense approach of me and my work even more. Thank you for 
teaching me to look at the concept as well as the details. I consider myself lucky that I could 
work for you. 

Eric. I have always really enjoyed working for and with you. Thank you for the 
confidence you had in me by letting me free most of the time, and restricting me when 
necessary. Few would have realized that this is the way I could developed myself to the full 
extent of my capabilities. I have learned a lot from you and if I’ll ever become a boss like you, 
I’ll consider myself a good and successful scientist.  

 
And finally, the people behind the screens: the rulers of A1. Most of all Sandra and 

Audrey, whom I have bothered my entire AMC-career, later supplemented by Lex and all the 
others. Few people realize how important you are for the research we do. Thank you for 
taking care of my Noxa mice and being great colleagues.  
 
 
 
         Tik-m-aan 

 

 

         Felix  
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