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I asked my father to make a Chinese water painting for my thesis cover. 

Via a telephone call to China, I told him my general idea about this 

painting: ‘a Chinese girl fishing in the dark water under moon light’. 

I did not explain to him what this design means: the data of our 

chronobiology study are often obtained by lots of overnight experiments. 

My father sent me the painting a month later, it is as beautiful as I had 

imagined. Then he called me and explained to me: ‘I painted a very 

light moon, because I think you need a very strong scientific hypothesis 

to enlighten all your studies. I also added a bit weak light in a window, 

because only a hypothesis is not enough, sometimes you need inspiration 

as well. By the way, you can do some Photoshop work by yourself with 

the water. I made it very dark, as I understood from your weekly phone 

calls to your mother that glucose metabolism is a very difficult research 

field, so I wanted to make it very mysterious. If you think you already 

know a lot about glucose, you can make it a bit lighter’. 

I asked Henk Stoffels, the best artist I know, to keep that water dark 

when he designed my thesis.


