
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Trademark protection and freedom of expression : an inquiry into the conflict
between trademark rights and freedom of expression under European, German,
and Dutch law

Sakulin, W.

Publication date
2010

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Sakulin, W. (2010). Trademark protection and freedom of expression : an inquiry into the
conflict between trademark rights and freedom of expression under European, German, and
Dutch law. [Thesis, fully internal, Universiteit van Amsterdam].

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:24 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/trademark-protection-and-freedom-of-expression--an-inquiry-into-the-conflict-between-trademark-rights-and-freedom-of-expression-under-european-german-and-dutch-law(e7c497fc-4281-4d2e-b2b4-d15588ac972a).html


 

 

V 

Foreword 
 
 
 
 
 
It has been a marvellous experience to meet so many individuals over the past five 

years who were interested in and contributed to this research each in their own way. It 
would have never been possible to come this far without their support.  

 
First and foremost, I want to thank my promotor, Prof. Jan Kabel, for entrusting me 

with this project, for his guidance, for our challenging and inspiring discussions and 
above all for his ever positive spirit. I could not have wished for a better promotor. 

Likewise, I am very grateful to Dr. Lucie Guibault, my daily supervisor. She gave me 
her full professional support and encouraged me on many occasions. Despite her busy 
schedule she always allowed me to drop by unannounced and she listened patiently to me 
when I tried to give form to often unripe ideas. 

 
I want to thank the directors of the Institute for Information Law (IViR) Prof. Bernt 

Hugenholtz, Dr. Mireille van Eechoud and Prof. Nico van Eijk, for their trust. I am also 
very grateful to my colleagues Stef van Gompel, Joris van Hoboken, Natali Helberger, 
Esther Jassen, Aswin van Rooijen, Christina Angelopoulos, Melanie Dulong de Rosnay, 
Tarlach McGonagle and everyone else whom I met and shared discussions, lunches and 
drinks with over the past five years. Some say academic work is a form of solitary labour 
in an ivory tower. However, to me the IViR presented a fruitful mix of excellent 
academic expertise and practical wisdom. I worked there amidst a team of friendly, 
supportive and open-minded individuals. 

 
Further, I need to mention my colleagues from the Academische Club: Geranne 

Lautenbach, Laurens Dragstra, Thomas Beukers, Herman van Harten, Ceciel Rayer, and 
David Moskovicz. The discussions of each other’s chapters, papers and ideas were 
immensely valuable and enjoyable. At our monthly meetings, I often found the support 
and renewed spirit that I needed to continue my research.   

 
My very special thankfulness belongs to Christoph Jeloschek, who has been a truly 

great friend and sparring partner. Despite having become a busy attorney and father of a 
charming little boy, Christoph volunteered to read all chapters of this book and suggested 
countless improvements. Besides, Christoph also knew when to pick up the telephone and 
to ask if things were going all right. As this project now seems finally finished, I hope 
that we will find time in our ever busier lives to pursue our shared passion - kite surfing 
on the shores of the Netherlands. 

 
Equally, I am thankful to my brothers and parents as well as to the great Abraham 

family, the family of my wife. They always supported me with their advice and their 
love. It is a special joy to spend time together during our summer and winter retreats at 
our beautiful Wörschachhauses 1&179&128 in the Austrian Alps. With them and at that 
place lies the anchor of my life. 

 



FOREWORD 

 

VI 

Finally, there is one person to whom I am indebted the most, my wife and friend 
Roswitha Abraham-Sakulin. The patience and support that she showed over these past 
years and her trust in my professional capability have made an invaluable contribution to 
this project. I admire her, now even more than before, for her energetic and artistic spirit 
and for her wisdom in convincing me to pursue the ‘real life’ next to my research. 
Walking together on the pilgrim path to Santiago de Compostela, looking for, and buying 
a beautiful apartment and organising our wonderful wedding at the marvellous castle of 
Strechau in September 2009 was certainly the best encouragement to finalise this book. 

 
 

Rotterdam, March 2010.


