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Curriculum Vitae

Sebastiaan de Vet was born on July 13th 1984 in the city of Maarssen. He finished his high-
school at VWO-level with the profile ‘science and technology’ (N&T) at the Niftarlake College 
in 2003. From 2003-2004 he briefly studied Aerospace Engineering at the Technical University 
of Delft before he switched to a bachelor in Liberal Arts and Sciences (Bèta-Gamma) in 
Amsterdam. After majoring in Earth Sciences and his graduation in 2007 he continued with a 
master in Earth Sciences that took him to the fields in Tenerife and the high-alpine cordilleras 
of Peru. For his master thesis he studied the aeolian erosion of glass breccias in Iceland and 
independently set-up various experimental studies to translate the field processes in Iceland 
to conditions on planet Mars. These experiments covered wind tunnel simulations of particle 
removal and a Mars parabolic flight campaign to study granular avalanching. During his 
master he was awarded a research-grant by the education office of the European Space Agency 
(ESA) to study soil water repellency processes in microgravity during the 54th ESA parabolic 
flight campaign. In September 2010 he graduated cum laude (with distinction) for his master 
degree with the specialisation ‘Earth Surface Processes and Materials’. Before starting with 
his PhD research he briefly worked as programme manager of the bachelor and master Earth 
Sciences at the Education Service Centre of the University of Amsterdam. 
During his master and PhD he (co)supervised 10 BSc theses, tutored several undergraduate 
workgroups in process-modelling and lectured on the physics, geology and hazards of impact 
cratering. He has been an educator for more than a decade at the astronomical observatory 
‘Sonnenborgh’ where he tours and lectures the public on the history of science, astronomy 
and space flight. Space has become interwoven in his ‘academic upbringing’ since he flew his 
first experiment to the International Space Station in 2004 and when he contributed to the 
educational experiments on the PromISSe and NEEMO16 missions in 2012. 
He is currently a member of the European Low Gravity Research Association (ELGRA), the 
IAVCEI/IACS Joint Commission on Volcano-Ice Interactions, the Dutch Space Association 
(NVR) and the Netherlands Platform for Planetary Research (NPP).


