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Curriculum vitae

Mareli Claassens was born on March 7, 1979 in Windhoek, Namibia.  After obtaining 
her medical degree (MBChB) from Stellenbosch University in 2002, she completed her 
internship in Klerksdorp in 2003 and her community service in Amersfoort in 2004.  
She also obtained a BSc (Hons) in Pharmacology from North West University in 2004.  
Subsequently she worked as a medical officer in different departments in South Africa 
and Namibia until February 2007 when she joined the Desmond Tutu TB Centre (DTTC) 
at Stellenbosch University.  

During her time at the DTTC she completed a MPhil degree in Applied Ethics with 
the title Responsibility in Healthcare from Stellenbosch University and a MSc in 
Epidemiology at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine with the thesis 
focusing on initial loss to follow-up amongst patients diagnosed with TB.  She received 
postgraduate training in TB and HIV at Stellenbosch University and the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg Summer School in Epidemiology and Biostatistics.  

Since 2010 she has been a mentor in an operational research training program 
supervising >10 students, has supervised two Masters in Health Sciences students 
from the Vrije University in Amsterdam and was a committee member of the health 
research ethics committee at Stellenbosch University’s Faculty of Medicine and Health 
Sciences.  She was co-investigator on a study looking at new diagnostics for childhood 
TB and principal investigator for studies focusing on TB in healthcare workers, infection 
control and initial loss to follow-up at primary healthcare facilities in South Africa.  

She has attended the South African National TB conference in 2010 where she 
presented on initial loss to follow up, the International Union against Tuberculosis 
and Lung Disease International Conference (2007, 2008, 2010, 2011, 2012) where she 
presented on prevalence survey data, initial loss to follow up, ethics and TB infection 
control and Stellenbosch University’s Faculty of Medicine and Health Science academic 
year days where she presented on prevalence data and initial loss to follow up.  She 
has been awarded numerous bursaries and scholarships in order to complete her MSc 
at London School and her PhD at University of Amsterdam.  

She is married and has been living in South Africa for the past ten years but will be 
relocating to Namibia in January 2013 where she hopes to continue with tuberculosis 
research at the University of Namibia.  
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