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Appendix 1:  Summary of the intellectual contributions of the PhD 
candidate to the conception, design, statistical analysis and writing of 
the individual studies in accordance with the Guidelines on Good 
Publication Practice published by the Committee on Publication Ethics 
(COPE). 
 

Chapter Contribution 
 

Timing of the embryo transfer 
 

Chapter 2 Aboulghar MM, 
Aboulghar MA, Mansour RT, 
Serour GI, Amin YM, Abou-Setta 
AM. Pregnancy rate is not 
improved by delaying embryo 
transfer from days 2 to 3. Eur J 
Obstet Gynecol Reprod Biol. 
2003;107:176-9. 
 

Responsible for data entry, 
statistically analyzing and 
interpreting the outcomes. 

The embryo transfer procedure 
 

Chapter 3 Eskandar M, Abou-
Setta AM, El-Amin M, Almushait 
MA, Sobande AA. Removal of 
cervical mucus prior to embryo 
transfer improves pregnancy 
rates in women undergoing 
assisted reproduction. Reprod 
Biomed Online. 2007;14:308-
313. 
 

Responsible for the first draft of 
the text of final manuscript, 
statistically analyzing and 
interpreting the outcomes. 
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Chapter Contribution 
 

Chapter 4 Abou-Setta AM. Effect 
of passive uterine straightening 
during embryo transfer: a 
systematic review and meta-
analysis. Acta Obstet Gynaecol 
Scand. 2007;86:516-22. 
 

Responsible for the draft of the 
text of both the protocol and 
review, for designing the search 
strategy, searching for studies, 
evaluating the methodological 
quality and extracting data from 
the included studies, and finally 
performing the meta-analysis. 
 

Chapter 5 Saldeen P, Abou-Setta 
AM, Bergh T, Sundström P, Holte 
J. A prospective randomized 
controlled trial comparing two 
embryo transfer catheters in an 
ART program. Fertil Steril. 2007; 
November 28 [Epub ahead of 
print]. 
 

Responsible for the first draft of 
the text of final manuscript, 
assisted in statistically analyzing 
and interpreting the outcomes 
and performed a meta-analysis of 
similar trials. 

Chapter 6 Aboulfotouh I, Abou-
Setta AM, Khattab S, Mohsen IA, 
Askalani A. Firm versus Soft 
Embryo Transfer Catheters under 
Ultrasound Guidance:  Does 
Catheter Choice Really Influence 
the Pregnancy Rates. Fertil Steril. 
2007; Jul 17 [Epub ahead of 
print]. 
 

Responsible for the first draft of 
the protocol and text of final 
manuscript, contributing to the 
study concept and design, 
statistically analyzing and 
interpreting the outcomes. 
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Chapter Contribution 
 

Chapter 7 Abou-Setta AM, Al-
Inany HG, Mansour RT, Serour 
GI, Aboulghar MA. Soft versus 
firm embryo transfer catheters 
for assisted reproduction: a 
systematic review and meta-
analysis. Hum Reprod. 2005 
11:3114-21. 
 

Responsible for the first draft of 
the text of both the protocol and 
review, assisted in designing the 
search strategy, searching for 
studies, evaluating the 
methodological quality and 
extracting data from the included 
studies, and finally performing 
the meta-analysis. 
 

Chapter 8 Abou-Setta AM. Air-
fluid versus fluid-only models of 
embryo catheter loading: a 
systematic review and meta-
analysis. Reprod Biomed Online. 
2007; 14:79–83. 
 

Responsible for the draft of the 
text of both the protocol and 
review, for designing the search 
strategy, searching for studies, 
evaluating the methodological 
quality and extracting data from 
the included studies, and finally 
performing the meta-analysis. 
 

Chapter 9 Abou-Setta AM. What 
is the best site for embryo 
deposition? A systemic review 
and meta-analysis. Reprod 
Biomed Online. 2007;14:611-9. 
 

Responsible for the draft of the 
text of both the protocol and 
review, for designing the search 
strategy, searching for studies, 
evaluating the methodological 
quality and extracting data from 
the included studies, and finally 
performing the meta-analysis. 
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Chapter Contribution 
 

Chapter 10 Eskandar MA, Abou-
Setta AM, Almushait MA, El-Amin 
M, Mohmad SE. Ultrasound-
guidance during embryo transfer:  
a prospective, single operator, 
randomized, controlled trial. Fertil 
Steril. (In-Press). 
 

Responsible for the first draft of 
the text of final manuscript, 
statistically analyzing and 
interpreting the outcomes. 

Chapter 11 Abou-Setta AM, 
Mansour RT, Al-Inany HG, 
Aboulghar M, Serour GI, 
Aboulghar MA. Among women 
undergoing embryo transfer, is 
the probability of pregnancy and 
live birth improved with 
ultrasound-guidance than with 
clinical touch alone? a systemic 
review and meta-analysis of 
prospective randomized trials. 
Fertil Steril. 2007 Jun 6; [Epub 
ahead of print]. 
 

Responsible for the first draft of 
the text of both the protocol and 
review, assisted in designing the 
search strategy, searching for 
studies, evaluating the 
methodological quality and 
extracting data from the included 
studies, and finally performing 
the meta-analysis. 

Chapter 12 Abou-Setta AM, 
Sharkawy S, Shahed M, Amer M. 
Difficult embryo transfers and the 
presence of blood on the embryo 
transfer catheter negatively affect 
clinical pregnancy rates. 
(Submitted) 
 

Responsible for the first draft of 
the text of both the protocol and 
final manuscript, assisted in 
designing the study strategy, 
extracting data and finally 
statistically analyzing and 
interpreting the outcomes. 
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Chapter Contribution 
 

Chapter 13 Abou-Setta AM, 
Mansour RT, Al-Inany HG, Serour 
GI, Aboulghar MA. Difficult 
Embryo Transfer: The Impact of 
Propofol Anesthesia. Middle East 
Fertility Society Journal. 
2007;(In-press). 
 

Responsible for the first draft of 
the text of both the protocol and 
final manuscript, assisted in 
designing the study strategy, 
extracting data and finally 
statistically analyzing and 
interpreting the outcomes. 
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Appendix 2:  Electronic search strategy for locating randomized 
controlled trials on Medline and Embase: 
 
MEDLINE may be searched using the following subject headings and 
keywords: 
1. randomised controlled trial.pt. 
2. controlled clinical trial.pt. 
3. randomised controlled trials/ 
4. random allocation/ 
5. double-blind method/ 
6. single-blind method/ 
7. or/1-6 
8. clinical trial.pt. 
9. exp clinical trials/ 
10. (clin$ adj25 trial$).tw. 
11. ((singl$ or doubl$ or treb$ or tripl$) adj25 (blind$ or mask$)).tw. 
12. placebos/ 
13. placebo$.tw. 
14. random$.tw. 
15. research design/ 
16. or/8-15 
17. animal/ not (human/ and animal/) 
18. 7 or 16 
19. 18 not 17 
20. Embryo transfer/ 
21. (embryo$ adj5 transfer).tw. 
22. or/20-21 
23. 19 and 22 
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The EMBASE database may be searched using the following subject 
headings and keywords: 
1. Controlled study/ or Randomised Controlled Trial/ 
2. Double Blind Procedure/ 
3. Single Blind Procedure/ 
4. Crossover Procedure/ 
5. Drug Comparison/ 
6. Placebo/ 
7. Random$.tw. 
8. latin square.tw. 
9. crossover.tw. 
10. cross-over.tw. 
11. placebo$.tw. 
12. ((doubl$ or singl$ or tripl$ or trebl$) adj5 (blind$ or mask$)).tw. 
13. (comparativ$ adj5 trial$).tw. 
14. (clinical adj5 trial$).tw. 
15. animal/ not (human/ and animal) 
16. or/1-14 
17. 16 not 15 
18. Embryo transfer/ 
19. (embryo$ adj5 transfer).tw. 
20. or/18-19 
21. 17 and 20 


