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STELLINGEN 
 

1. The title of this thesis is wrong; the term conduction system should be replaced by 

‘impulse control system’. This thesis 

 

2. Although frequently designated ‘specialized’, the cardiac conduction system is not 

specialized, it is primitive in nature. This thesis 

 

3. TBX3 might proof to be crucially important for the future biological pacemaker. Tbx3 

reduces intercellular coupling and intracellular electrical load, which are prerequisites 

for a pacemaker to pace and drive. This thesis 

 

4. The sinus node does not appear to be a node-like structure, but more like a ‘rough-

edged circular-shaped region with tails and multiple extensions’. This thesis  

 

5. Although it is seemingly inconsistent with the notion that the AV bundle displays a 

nodal-like phenotype, the dramatic increase in expression of Cx40 in late fetal stages 

of development, beautifully illustrates the nodal nature of the AV bundle. This thesis 

 

6. The identification of key candidate genes for monogenic arrhythmia syndromes shows 

that to bring basic biology to the clinic is a powerful approach. Grace and Roden, 

Lancet 2012 

 

7. To counter difficult questions: “Yes, we performed insjisjuhaibridisesionsessions”.  
 

8. The difficulty lies not so much in developing new ideas as in escaping from old ones. 

John Maynard Keynes 

 

9. It is not birth, marriage, or death, but gastrulation, which is truly the most important 

time in your life. Lewis Wolpert 

 

10. De enige basisfout in het lab die ik niet gemaakt heb is mijn bandjes van het gelletje af 

te laten lopen. Verder heb ik ze allemaal gemaakt. En zo hoort het ook.  

 

11. Je moet er naar kijken om het te zien. Cruijfiaanse wijsheid van ondergetekende om 

bepaalde aspecten van het lichamelijk onderzoek te benadrukken (‘neusvleugelen’).  

 

12. Als jij er bent dan is het goed.  


