
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Inaccessible obligations

van Someren Gréve, R.W.J.

Publication date
2012

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
van Someren Gréve, R. W. J. (2012). Inaccessible obligations. [Thesis, fully internal,
Universiteit van Amsterdam]. Wöhrmann Print Service.

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:24 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/inaccessible-obligations(cd25370c-4dc3-4a78-9658-d4b7b5c3d56a).html


iv 
 

Acknowledgements 
 
 
 
 
 
I have incurred debts to many people over the years. My thanks go first of all 
to Govert den Hartogh, for taking me on as a doctoral student, for allowing me 
to change my mind about the topic of this dissertation more times than I can 
recall, for the encouragement along the way, and for the many rounds of 
detailed and patient comments on my writings. Thanks to Gijs van Donselaar, 
for awakening me from my dogmatic slumber with matrices and graphs when 
I was an undergraduate student, and all the help and support he has given me 
since. Thanks to Bas Hoorneman, for countless afternoons and evenings spent 
discussing philosophy, and life as a PhD student at the UvA. Thanks to the 
other members of (what is now known as) the ‘capaciteitsgroep Philosophy 
and Public Affairs’ at the UvA’s Department of Philosophy, for providing such a 
friendly and welcoming working environment. Thanks to my parents, for their 
material and immaterial support, and in particular for putting up with me 
(and my predictably lousy moods) during the last weeks of writing and 
correcting this dissertation. Thanks to my non-academic friends, for providing 
a conversational refuge from philosophy, and from academia more generally. 
My thanks go as well to the Department of Philosophy at UNC-Chapel Hill, 
where I spent a stimulating year as a visiting scholar. In particular, thanks to 
Geoff Sayre-McCord, who convinced me to pursue the issues that now occupy 
centre stage in my dissertation, and to Nate Sharadin, with whom I have 
discussed at length many of the claims that appear in what follows. Finally, I 
would like to thank my wife, Emily Given, for all the times she has helped me 
to get clear on views, arguments, objections, and the proper way to express 
them in English, but, most importantly, for having made the last three years of 
my life so much better than they would otherwise have been. 
 
Most of section (2.4) derives from my (2011) paper, ‘Wishful Thinking in 
Moral Theorizing: Comment on Enoch’, published in Utilitas, volume 23 issue 
4; the material appears here with the permission of Cambridge University 
Press. That paper, and the section drawing on it, improved significantly thanks 
to the very helpful comments I received from David Enoch. 




