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Stellingen behorend bij het proefSchrift

propositions to the doctoral thesis

targeting the vessel wall in cardiovascular prevention

1.  Imaging of sublingual microcirculation to assess the endothelial glycocalyx provides the 
missing tool to consolidate our hypotheses in large scale human studies. (this thesis)

2. Sulodexide improves the barrier function of the endothelial glycocalyx. (this thesis)

3. Endotoxin causes capillary closure as well as loss of endothelial glycocalyx volume. (this 
thesis) 

4. Chronic infusion of hyaluronidase unleashes more processes than we expected and cur-
rently understand. (this thesis)

5.  Measurement of myeloperoxidase levels does not contribute substantially to cardiovas-
cular risk assessment in apparently healthy individuals. (this thesis)

6.  Inhibiting ACAT with pactimibe enhances the progression of atherosclerosis. (this thesis)

7.  Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only to be understood. (Marie Curie) 

8.  It can be proven that most claimed research findings are false. (John Ioannidis, PLoS 
2005)

9. Tunnel vision and lack of understanding of statistics allow scientists, but also, for example, 
prosecutors, to be fooled by randomness.

10. Pharmaceutical companies more often delay, than enhance illumination of the truth. 
Opening their databases of past clinical trials to scientist in a similar way as the National 
Institutes of Health would show class and vigor. (Enhance-study, NEJM 2008; Illuminate, 
NEJM 2007; Class, JAMA 2000; Vigor, NEJM 2000)

11.  Vaccination against PCSK9 in young adulthood may prove an extremely (cost) effective 
measure against the worldwide epidemic of cardiovascular disease.

12. Despite my personal distaste of dogs, I believe that prescribing one or two could battle 
cardiovascular disease as well as loneliness.

13. Those who neglect the new will remain at the back of the line; those who wait for luck 
to make things happen will be disappointed. (Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
ruler of Dubai)

Marijn Meuwese
Amsterdam, 1 april 2008


