
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

The complement system in the peripheral nerve

Ramaglia, V.

Publication date
2008

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Ramaglia, V. (2008). The complement system in the peripheral nerve. [Thesis, fully internal,
Universiteit van Amsterdam].

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:26 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/the-complement-system-in-the-peripheral-nerve(96bf6b12-01bf-4ae9-b056-f614778ea84b).html


Words of thanks





W
o

rd
s o

f th
a

n
k

s

169

Words of thanks

All of the work described in this thesis would have not been possible without the 

guidance, help and support of many people.

First, my special thanks go to my supervisor prof. dr. Frank Baas. Frank, your guidance, 

teaching and support have been essential to the achievement of my doctorate. You 

have been to me a great example of dedication, hard work and passion for research. 

Above all, from you I learned the value of creating a network of collaboration which is 

crucial to produce excellent research. Thank you! I hope to continue working with you 

in the years ahead. I also hold pleasant memories of the many journeys to conferences 

and occasions to sit together around a dinner table. It has all been very enjoyable. 

Special thanks also go to my co-supervisor prof. dr. Bryan P. Morgan. Prof. Morgan, 

our collaboration has been invaluable to the completion of this thesis. Thank you for 

supervising my project, actively participating in the work, and promptly reviewing my 

manuscripts. I am looking forward to commence my post-doctoral training in your 

laboratory. 

Members of the Thesis Defense Committee: prof. dr. M.R. Daha, prof. dr. D. Troost, 

prof. dr. M. Vermeulen, prof. dr. J. Verhaagen and prof. dr. C.J.F. van Noorden, thank you 

for reviewing my thesis and accepting to take part in my Ph.D. defense ceremony.  

My gratitude also goes to dr. Rosalind King. Rosalind, we started a collaboration just 

three months into my Ph.D. program and continued it throughout the entire project. 

Thank you for welcoming me in your laboratory and continuously following my work 

from close and from far. I appreciate your guidance and all your time spent looking at 

innumerable slides. Thanks! In your laboratory I also received the warm welcome of 

your close colleagues: Michelle Nourallah, John Muddle and Jane Workman. Michelle, 

thanks for helping me in the preparation of many samples. However, I should not 

neglect to thank you for a very enjoyable time through the shopping streets of London: 

we should do that again! John, thank you for guiding me through the morphometry, 

always taking care that everything was working perfectly. Thanks for the innumerable 

coffee you served me while sitting long hours in front of the computer. Jane, thank 

you for your help with the immunohistochemistry and for all the lunch hours spent 

together in your office. I had a great time in London. I will be visiting you again soon.

Dear colleagues of the Neurogenetics laboratory, Anneloor, Wiep, Maryla, Janneke, 

Jelly, Marleen, Katja, Joeri, Sidhartha, José, Yasmin, Diana, Ruud, Lourens, Susan, 

Rob, Carin, Monique, Kees, Olaf, Farid, Marjan B., Jeroen H., Marja, Ted, Ferry, Coby, 

Marcel Kwa, Mia, Jules, Nico, Fred, Leonie, Regien, Jan-Willem, Jan, Jennifer, Lydia, 



170

Piet, Anneke, Marian W., Marit, Jeroen V., Gerben, Camiel, Marcel Kool, Talitha, Theo, 

Martina, Afshin, Maria L.C., Veronique, Ana, Hessel, Christine, Anne, Joost, Marius, 

Renate, Oscar, Maria C., with some of you I have only spent a few months together, with 

others I have shared the entire period of my Ph.D., to all of you I would like say: ”hartelijk 

bedankt voor de gezellige tijd op het lab, op het kantoor en in de koffiekamer”. 

Anneloor and Wiep, thank you for your input and suggestions (even for the criticisms) 

during all of those group meetings, work meetings, journal clubs, brain storms… It all 

helped to produce a better piece of work!     

Janneke, Sidhartha, José and Anneke, fellow Ph.D. students of the early days! Thank 

you for the many coffee breaks, for the AiO (+ Jelly) dinners and for sharing frustrations 

and laughs. Janneke, my neighbor Ph.D. in the office and my friend, thank you for 

listening and giving advice, thank you for always being present when I needed it inside 

and outside of the lab. I had no doubt you would be brilliant on your Ph.D. defense. 

Congratulations! I am proud to have you as my paranimf. Thank you.  

And of course many thanks go to all the Ph.D. students in the “AiO kamer”, Marleen, 

Katja, Joeri, Yasmin and Diana! Marleen, you have already come a long way. Keep 

focused. I look forward to your defense! Thank you for all the coffee in the “patiente 

lounge”, at “Fresh & more”, at AH during which we shared enthusiasm and frustrations. 

Some of those were well needed! Katja, great that you have already submitted your 

first manuscript! I’ll keep my fingers crossed. Joeri, thank you for always having the 

right thing to say to make me feel good, even though I know…..it’s sooo easy! Yasmin, 

congratulations on your manuscript and scholarship. “In my country” we say: “Ad 

majora semper”. Diana, you spent just a few months in the lab but are already ahead. 

Come visit in Cardiff! To all of you I wish success!  

Jelly, thank you for your help anytime I needed it, whether it was for a computer 

problem in the lab or for moving to a new home. I knew I could count on you. 

Lieve Maryla, mami, since I first arrived into the lab you have been taking care of 

me. You were the first one to train me and you helped me along the way. Thank you 

for all the hard work. Sorry if your hands got too cold in the cryostat and your back 

hurt when lifting the -80 tower. Thank you for the many lunches you prepared and 

even packed from home to make sure I would eat well.  I can easily say that you have 

been my mami away from home. Thank you for all the fun at the concert gebouw, art 

galleries, Bijenkorf!! Thank you for long hours of talking and listening which, unlike 

some may believe, were about much more than “koopavond”. Yet again you are there 

to stand by me. Thank you for being my paranimf.

Ruud, how many hours did we spend in “gang 3”? Countless! Thank you for all the 

work and for your relaxed way of being “of course!!!!”! It has always been a pleasure 

listening to your new cooking recipes or your plans for a new excursion, searching for 

the next reptile to capture on photo!   



W
o

rd
s o

f th
a

n
k

s

171

Lou, thank you for the good jokes! They kept the spirit high even in times of stress! 

Afshin, Veronique, Maria, (and Marleen) the young students in the lab! Afshin, I hope 

you enjoyed your time in the lab. Well done on your final presentation and poster prize. 

Congratulations on your new job in Leiden! Veronique, good luck with your training 

to become a doctor. Maria, how is life in Spain? I should come visit. To all of you guys, 

thank you for all the coffee and lunches and for a fun trip to Berlin.

Marius and Renate, my two students! It has been a pleasure to have guided you 

through the preparation of your Bachelor Eindthesis. I hope you enjoyed your time in 

the lab. I wish both of you success for your future.   

Sandra, Lydia, Nadia and Ties, I would like to express my gratitude to you for your 

assistance throughout my experiments. Your work may be taken for granted but is 

extremely important. Thank you!

Dr. Eleonora Aronica, Eleonora, carissima, é stato un piacere conoscerti, lavorare 

insieme e scambiare quattro chiacchere sorseggiando un caffé fra un appuntamento 

e l’altro, anche se rapidamente, dato che sei sempre impegnatissima. Grazie per aver 

portato un pó di vivace spirito italiano in laboratorio. Congratulazioni per la tua 

recente promozione. Ti auguro un continuo successo e spero di mantenere i contatti 

per continuare a lavorare insieme in progetti futuri.

Mr. René Sersansie, René, from you I received the first training for the preparation of 

histological specimens. I appreciated your meticulous teaching and your assistance 

throughout my work. I knew I could always count on you. Thanks!

Prof. dr. Vianney de Jong, in several occasions you have been asked to comment on my  

manuscripts. You have always carefully reviewed my work and in every occasion you 

have been supportive and motivating. Thank you! This is also my opportunity to thank 

you for having translated the summary of my thesis into Dutch. Hartelijk bedankt!     

Martijn, it was great to establish a collaboration with you. We spent many hours 

working together. Thank you for offering your help every time I asked. I learned 

a lot from you and I appreciated any piece of advice you had throughout all the 

experiments. Let’s keep our finger crossed for the publication of our manuscript. Also, 

congratulations on finishing your thesis and on your new job in Leiden. I am looking 

forward to your defense.

Sonia e Silvia, carissime amiche! Anche se a volte é stato difficile vedersi per i vari 

impegni di vita quotidiana, abbiamo trascorso dei bei momenti insieme. Grazie per 



172

avere portato un pó di sapore italiano in questa vita olandese. E’ difficile dimenticare 

quella cena da “Cinema paradiso”... Sonia, quante risate anche per niente!!!!! Non 

cambiare mai la tua segreteria telefonica! Ogni volta che la ascolto mi mette il buon 

umore.

Sabina, sei stata carinissima ad essermi venuta incontro nella metro solo per 

avermi riconosciuta come una degli speakers ai vari meetings al NIN. Cosí ci siamo 

conosciute. Grazie per i caffé insieme, per le chiacchierate, per aver cucinato quella 

buonissima pasta all’ amatriciana da me mentre io ero intenta a fare il tifo per l’Italia 

agli Europei. 

Jessica, quando penso a te ricordo la grandi feste del mio primo anno ad Amsterdam, 

tra musica latina, cene e cocktails. Ci siamo divertite un mondo. Quante cose sono 

successe da quando sei andata via da Amsterdam! Grazie per avermi sempre tenuta 

al corrente della tua vita. Spero tu possa essere presente alla cerimonia per il mio 

dottorato!

Ed ora ai miei cari affetti. Alla mia famiglia sono per sempre grata. Mamma, grazie 

per il tuo continuo supporto e l’ ammirazione incondizionata, per aver creduto in me, 

per avermi lasciato la libertá di fare le mie scelte, rendendomi consapevole delle mie 

responsabilitá, dei rischi e di quelle difficoltá in piú che si incontrano quando si vive 

per tanti anni lontano da casa, ma non lontano dalla certezza di un costante punto di 

riferimento quale sei sempre stata. Grazie per avermi lasciato la serenitá necessaria a 

percorrere il mio cammino nonostante tutto... E’ una grande prova d’amore e lezione 

di vita che oggi porta ad un altro risultato ancora, e che ancora una volta devo a te. 

Ed é con enorme gratutidine che mi rivolgo a mio padre. Papá, non servono le tue 

parole per capire quanto tu sia orgoglioso di me. Anche se purtroppo non potrai essere 

presente di persona alla cerimonia per il mio dottorato, sento con forza il tuo sostegno. 

Luca, grazie per il continuo supporto ed ammirazione. In qualunque posto io vada, 

sappi che ti aspetto! 

Michael, my dear, thank you for everything.


