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Network of Networks:
 Uncovering the Secrets of 
Entrepreneurs’ Networks

1. To further understand entrepreneurs’ behaviours through study of their online social networks, 
knowledge about how to collect network behavioural data is required (this dissertation). 

2. Entrepreneurs are embedded in a Network of Networks (NoN), which as a whole makes up their 
network and will contribute to their entrepreneurial performance (this dissertation).

3. Online social network size is correlated to entrepreneurial performance; however, it might also 
be detrimental to the entrepreneurial process. In other words, ‘too big’ is also not good (this 
dissertation).

4. Compared to non-entrepreneurs, entrepreneurs are more embedded in online social networks 
(this dissertation).

5. Successful entrepreneurs are linked to multiple online social networks (NoN), and different 
online communities are connected through weak ties (this dissertation). 

6. It is important to know and be able to estimate the maximum survival time for the entrepre-
neurs (this dissertation). 

7. Online social networks may lead to higher survival rates for new start-ups in the future, given 
that entrepreneurs can connect to more weak ties irrespective of geographical distance and dif-
ferences across countries. They will have more opportunities than currently.

8. Online social network sites are available to everybody, and whenever we decide to use the inter-
net we are sharing data with the public, even if we are very careful when using it.

9. The analysis of online social networks can only be done by smart PhD students.

10. Normally it is more diffi cult for a PhD student to write the proposition page than to write the 
entire dissertation, as the propositions must be so clear that everybody can understand them 
at fi rst glance.

Yang Song
Amsterdam, 30 November 2012
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