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CURRICULUM VITAE

Lianne Schmaal was born on 15 April 1985 in Groningen, The Netherlands. In 2003, she 
graduated from high school (VWO) at the Winkler Prins School in Veendam. Subsequently, 
she studied Psychology with a focus on ‘Brain and Behavior’ at the University of Groningen 
(RuG). She received her master degree in neuropsychology in 2007, after which she 
continued with the master programme at the research school of Behavioural and Cognitive 
Neurosciences (BCN) with a specialization in ‘Molecular and Clinical Neuroscience’. During 
her masters, she did internships on cognitive and emotional processing within forensic 
psychiatric populations and worked as a research and teaching assistant at the Department 
of Criminal Law and Criminology of the University of Groningen. After completing one 
year of this additional master programme she started working as a PhD-student at the 
Department of Psychiatry at the Academic Medical Center (AMC) of the University of 
Amsterdam (UvA) in 2008. With Prof. Wim van den Brink, Prof. Dick Veltman, Dr. Anneke 
Goudriaan and Prof. Geert Dom as her supervisors, she conducted studies investigating 
the effects of acute administration of pharmacotherapies on neural substrates of cognitive 
processes associated with addiction, such as impulsivity. As part of a large translational 
ZonMW project (the so-called Translational Impulsivity Project; TrIP) with the main aim to 
investigate the role of impulsivity in addiction and to assess the treatability of impulsivity 
in addiction by combining data from preclinical models, neuroimaging studies and a 
clinical trial, she collaborated on studies with labs at the Department of Anatomy and 
Neurosciences of the VU University medical center in Amsterdam and at the Collaborative 
Antwerp Psychiatric Research Institute (CAPRI) in Belgium. At present, Lianne works as a 
post-doctoral researcher at the lab of Prof. Brenda Penninx and in close collaboration with 
Prof. Dick Veltman at GGZ inGeest/Department of Psychiatry at the VU University medical 
center in Amsterdam. She studies the role of mood disorders in accelerated processes of 
cellular aging and metabolic stress causing general health decline with the use of biological 
and neuroimaging data. 
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