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Curriculum vitae

Curriculum vitae

Machteld Boel was born in 1978 in Hellevoetsluis, The Netherlands. In 1996 she 
completed her secondary education at the Dr. F.H de Bruijne lyceum in Utrecht. 
Because of restrictions on the annual number of medicine students in The Netherlands, 
she could not immediately study Medicine, but instead started to study Pharmacy at 
Utrecht University and graduated for the first year exams. However when she got the 
opportunity to study Medicine in 1997 at the same university, she enthusiastically took 
that up. During the 6 years of medicine she met her husband, Marcus Rijken, and 
together they became interested in tropical Medicine. Machteld did her final internship 
in Zambia, and this impressive experience convinced her to specialize in tropical Medi-
cine. Within this program, she was the first registrar who followed the profile “Mother 
and Child Health care”.
After 1 year of paediatrics in Arnhem (Rijnstate Hospital) and 1 year of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology in Ede (Hospital De Gelderse Vallei) she and her husband relocated to 
South East Asia. From April 2006 until January 2012 she worked as a research physician 
for the SMRU (Shoklo Malaria Research Unit) in Mae Sot, on the Thai-Burmese border. 
The SMRU, with director professor François Nosten is a field station of the Wellcome 
Mahidol-Oxford tropical Medicine Research Program. At the SMRU Machteld was 
responsible for the antenatal care clinics, the delivery rooms and the post natal care in 
the migrant clinics along the border.
Having finished her PhD she wants to continue her career as a researcher in The 
Netherlands after her children (Janne, born in 2007, and Daniël, born in 2009) are used 
to the different climatological and cultural circumstances in The Netherlands.




