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Appendices

About the author
There are a lot of cells, organelles and proteins that play an important role in this book. 
Most of them with beautiful names and elaborate workings that leave many a biologist in 
awe. Specifically, there is one collection of cells and proteins that play a fundamental role 
in this book, but that up till now haven’t really gotten the attention they deserve. Together 
they go by the name of Diana Nijholt, and it is only fitting we elaborate on her some more.

Diana Nijholt, or Adriana Tannetje Nijholt in full, was born on June 20th, 1982 in 
Arnemuiden. She obtained her Bachelor of Science degree in 2004. Following a 9 months 
internship in the Department of Cancer Immunogenetics at the University of Manchester 
(Manchester, UK), Diana moved to Amsterdam to work on her bachelor thesis in the 
Department of Cell Biology at the Netherlands Cancer Institute (NKI, Amsterdam). 
Here she studied peptide aggregation in living cells and this is where her fascination for 
science, and in particular for aggregates and inclusion bodies, began.

Diana moved to Nijmegen to study ‘Medical Biology’at the Radboud University 
Nijmegen and obtained her master’s degree in 2008. During this period she worked on 
RNA-protein inclusions in myotonic dystrophy in the Department of Cell Biology at the 
Nijmegen Center for Molecular Life Science (NCMLS, Nijmegen). In addition, the work 
for her master thesis was performed at the Friedrich Miescher Institute for Biomedical 
Research (FMI, Basel, Zwitserland). Here she studied the epigenetic regulation of the 
Igf2r cluster. Whilst still living in Basel Diana applied for a PhD position in neuroscience 
at the Academic Medical Center (AMC, Amsterdam) under the guidance of Wiep Scheper, 
Jeroen Hoozemans and Frank Baas. The results of this endeavour you are holding in 
your hands! Diana is now continuing her career in Alzheimer research as a post-doctoral 
researcher in the Department of Neurology at the Erasmus Medical Center (ErasmusMC, 
Rotterdam).
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About the author

Of course there is more to tell about Diana then the tales of all these cells and proteins 
and molecular mechanisms. For example, did you know that Diana likes to paint in her 
spare time? Or that she enjoys climbing and jogging? Or reading Shakespeare? Probably 
not, since these things are not easy to deduce from the above, proving Diana to be a very 
versatile person. Furthermore, gentle and caring are aspects that definately paint here 
personality. Diana Adriana Tannetje Nijholt can best be described as someone who has 
never lost these qualities throughout here academic career, a remarkable feat, I would say!

By Eddie Nijholt




