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Stellingen behorend bij het proefschrift 

Neutrophils in Respiratory Syncytial Virus Disease – Untangling the NET 

Door: Bart Cortjens 

1. Different RSV animal models exhibit differential (dis)advantages, and should be 

tailored to specific research questions. 

- This thesis 

2. Pneumovirus infection in mice is independent of neutrophil driven inflammation. 

- This thesis 

3. Respiratory viral infections are characterized by the absence of suppressive 

neutrophil subsets in contrast to patients with bacterial co-infections. 

- This thesis 

4. Neutrophil extracellular traps contribute to airway obstruction during severe RSV 

disease. 

- This thesis 

5. Local therapeutic dornase alfa treatment alleviates airway obstruction during severe 

RSV disease in calves. 

- This thesis 

6. RSV G protein specific antibodies inhibit infection of primary airway epithelial cell 

cultures and play a protective role in vivo. 

- This thesis 

7.  “In mammals, only neutrophils are licensed to liquefy any part of the body.” 

- Carl Nathan, Nature reviews: immunology 

8.  “When all the details fit in perfectly, something is probably wrong with the story.”  

- Charles Baxter, Burning Down the House: Essays on Fiction 

9. "Why did you want to climb Mount Everest?" –  "Because it's there."  

- George Leigh Mallory, New York 1923 

10.  “No great discovery was ever made without a bold guess.”  

- Isaac Newton 

11. “Google is not a synonym for 'research'.”  

- Dan Brown, The Lost Symbol 
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