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Glossary 

Virtual Organisation 

(VO) 

Virtual Organisation is a goal-oriented collaborative network of 
partner organizations, configured to deliver joint products and 
services. 

Virtual 

Organisations 

Breeding 

Environment (VBE) 

Virtual organisations Breeding Environment is an association of 
organisations and a set of related supporting institutions which 
adhere to a base long-term cooperation agreement and adoption of 
common operating principles and infrastructures, with the main 
goal of increasing their preparedness for collaboration within 
potentially configured Virtual Organisations. 

VBE-ontology VBE-ontology provides a unified and formal specification of 
the heterogeneous concepts in the VBE environments, allowing 
these concepts to be easily accessed by and communicated 
between the human and the application systems, for the purposes 
of VBE knowledge modelling, collection, processing, analysis, 
and evolution. 

Concept-reusability 

level of the VBE-

ontology 

Concept-reusability level partitions the VBE-ontology into two 
sets/levels of concepts to represent that they can be reused: (1) by 
all VBEs – core level, or (2) by all VBEs from the same domain / 
area of activity – domain level. 

Work area of 

the VBE-ontology 

Work area is a partition of the VBE-ontology that includes the set 
of concepts while can be reused within one specific 
process/functionality of the VBE management, i.e. related to 
specific VBE management service, functionality, tool, or task. 

Sub-ontology of 

the VBE-ontology 

Sub-ontology is a partition of the VBE-ontology representing on 
one hand an independent physical unit, i.e. that can be used 
independently by VBE’s human and software agents, but on 
the other hand its complementarity to other sub-ontologies, i.e. 
the fact that all sub-ontologies together comprise the complete 
VBE-ontology. 

Exemplar of 

the VBE-ontology 

An exemplar of the VBE-ontology is a partition of the entire VBE-
ontology that represents: (1) the whole core level of the VBE-
ontology, and (2) a subset of specialised domain levels from 
the specific domains, in which the VBE operates. 

VBE member 

organisation’s profile 

The VBE member organisation’s profile consists of specific set of 
identifying characteristics (e.g. name, address, capabilities, etc.) 
about each organisation, that are collected specifically to facilitate 
their semi-automated selection for involvement in some specific 
line of activities / operations in VOs.  

VBE member 

organisation’s 

competencies 

VBE member organisation’s competencies in VBEs represent up-
to-date information about their capabilities, capacities, costs, as 
well as the conspicuities, illustrating their accuracy, all aimed at 
qualifying organisations for VBE participation, and mostly geared 
towards their VO involvement. 

 


