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APPENDIX I 

KAONDE CALENDAR OF SEASONAL ACTIVITIES X 
) 

MONTH GENERAL ACTIVITIES MEN 

(Kaonde name + 
meaning) 

September 

Kaninyainya 
(hunting 
spider) 

(spring) green leaves 
and flowers, honey­
beer season 

Men absent for work or 
hunting (elephant). 
Collecting honey. Hunting 
for rats and other small 
animals. 

October 

Ntundwe 
(pools are 
dry) 

Very hot, no 
Bush fires 

water. Burning off gardens. Men 
absent for work; col­
lecting honey; hunting 
cane-rat; spearing fish 
in dried up pools, 
setting fish traps. 

November 

Kapande 
(people are 
in gardens) 

First rains Hoeing kaffir-corn 
gardens. Fishing. (Former­
ly: fencing dambo 
gardens). Today: 
plouging cash crop 
gardens by hoe or me­
chanical traction. 

December (summer) 

Kuvumbi 
(you cannot 
go out 
because of 
rain) 

Heavy rains Sowing and weeding 
gardens. Collecting wild 
fruits. Digging sweet 
potato beds. 
(Formerly: fencing gardens) 

January/February 

Kakubo kache 
Nkubo makata 
(small black 
insects) 

hunger months Catching 
trays 

fish in fish 

February 

Kisaka 
(plenty of 
new food) 

Early maize and 
pumpkins ready. 
First maize beer 
(formerly: be­
ginning of Kisungu 
ceremony season) 

Making scaffold for 
drying maize cobs. 
Cutting poles for new 
hut building. 

x) Based on Melland 1923, information 
authors observation 1968. 

N. Kubikisha, and 
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ACTIVITIES WOMEN 

Hoeing dambo gardens. Sowing 
early mealies (maize) and beans 
in dambo gardens. Women 
organise beer parties to earn 
money. 

Same as September, sowing 
mealies, beans and pumpkins, 
watering seedlings; 
collecting fruits. 

Begin sowing kaffir corn 
(mebele) in main gardens, 
weeding dambo gardens, 
more wild fruits collected 
(Masuku) 

Continuation of sowing in 
kaffir corn garden, planting 
cassave, weeding gardens, 
planting sweet potato , 
sowing red millet, collecting 
mushrooms in forest. 

Weeding gardens. 
Collecting mushrooms. 

Gathering maize, pumpkins, 
cucumbers, beans. 
Collecting swamp grass for 
mat (kilalo) making. 
Weeding gardens. 

BOTH MEN AND WOMEN 


Saltmaking (burning reeds, 

scrapping earth, 

distilling, sale at 

roadside). Much travelling. 


id. 


Planting maize in cash 

crop gardens. 

Planting groundnuts. 


Planting in cash crop 

gardens (maize) 


Weeding cash crop gardens. 


Weeding cash crop gardens. 
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MONTH 

March 

Kasafya 
(v,7ashes the 
rivers) 

April 

Ndolo 
Mulombola 
(flying ants) 

May 

Kapepokache 
Kishikashi 
(little cold) 

June 

Kapyantoto 
(grass burns 
partially) 

July 

Mankumbinkumbi 
(sky covered 
in clouds of 
smoke from 
bush fires) 

August 

Kasalakanduba 
(tree leaves 
are red like 
wings of 
turaco bird) 

GENERAL 

Dambo's and rivers 
full of water 

(winter) 


Beer-drinking. 

Much honey in the bush 


Beer-drinking. End of 

Kisungu ceremonies. 

Grass fires (for 

protection of dield 

and villages and for 

hunting) . 


Leaves replaced by 

red spring leaves 


ACTIVITIES MEN 

Start of hut building. 
(Formerly: fencing 
sweet potato and ground­
nut gardens). Catching 
fish. 

Continuation hut building. 

Thatching roofs. 

Making scaffold for 

drying millet. 


Tree cutting for new 

gardens. Hunting. 

Continuation hut 

building. 


Tree cutting for new 

gardens. 

Hunting. 


Reaping maize in cash 
crop gardens. Sale of 
maize and groundnuts. 
Building of grain bins. 
Hunting. 

Sale of maize and ground­
nuts. Building grain 
stores. Hunting. 
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ACTIVITIES WOMEN 

Repairing huts and mud walls 

Fetching the thatching grass, 
reaping red millet, digging 
sweet potatoes and groundnuts, 
women and children go bird 
scaring in the kaffir corn 
garden in the early morning 

Bird scaring. 

Very busy with grain pounding. 

Mudding walls and floor of huts. 


Reaping kaffir corn 


Threshing kaffir corn and 

storage in grain bins 


Kaffir corn placed in grain 

bins. Cleaning of village 

and huts. Women organise 

beer parties to earn money 


BOTH MEN AND WOMEN 

Weeding cash crop 
gardens. 

Family goes to live in 
temporary garden village 
near main gardens. 
Weeding cash crop gardens. 

Family lives in garden­
village near garden. 
(Formerly on demand of 
Government: road clearing 
and building bridges). 

Family in garden village. 

Family in garden village. 
Harvesting cash crop 
gardens. 

Move to ordinary or new 
village, finishing of new 
huts. 
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APPENDIX 11 


KAONDE MATERIAL CULTURE 

HUNTING AND FISHING: 

1. 	bow - buta 
2. 	arrow - muketo 
3. 	 spear - jifumo 


spear (small) - mungele 

trap - mfimbo 


4. 	muzzle loader/gun - buta 

gunpowder - mfun~anga (mapikwa) 

tinderbox - kavoyo 

knife kiswi mupenyi 

canoe - bwato 

fish trap (basket) - yamba 


5. 	 fish trap - muvuba 

fish trap (small) - musalala 

fish poison buba 

net - bukonde 

fence - luando 

hook - kanda 


AGRICULTURE: 

6. 	axe - katemo/kapasa 
7. 	 small axe/adze - nseso 
8. 	hoe - lukasu 


small hoe - kapamba 


CEREMONIAL AND RELIGIOUS OBJECTS: 

double bell - luonge 

gong (bell) - lusonsolo 

small ceremonial axe - kibanga 


9. 	 tail (fly-switch) - mukila 
10. chair (big) 	 - mupando wakiseba 
11. small stool 	 - kipona 
12. round wooden stool - jitanda (ceremonial one for 

chiefs) 
neck stool - musao 
bracelet (copper) - lusambo 
bracelet (ivory) - jikosa 
bracelet (skin) - lukano 
shell (conus discs) - mpande 
ring of beads - shilumbumba/shinyale 
white clay - mpemba 
beads - malungo 
charms (horn) - lusengo 
medicine - muchi/mukusikusi 
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MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS: 

large flat drum 
13. 	 large long drum 

leading drum 
14. 	 short round drum 

xylophone 
15. 	fingerpiano 

guitar 	(one string + 
gourd) 

FOOD PREPARATION: 

a. 	mortar 
b. 	pestle 
c. 	basket (round, 

flat, winnowing) 
d. 	basket (large, round, 

open) 
e. 	basket (small) 
f. 	basket (large) 
g. 	calabash (gourd, 

various sizes) 
h. 	 calabash-spoon 
i. 	wooden spoon 

(various sizes) 
j. 	sieve 
k. 	 iron cast pot 

(three legged) 
1. 	 enamel tray 

(various sizes) 
m. 	 pan 
n. 	 large open basket for 

transport 
pounding stone 
clay pots (not longer 
in use) 

small one (for relish) 
medium sized one 

(for nsimha) 
gourd (for water) 

VARIOUS OBJECTS: 

skin 

bark cloth 

cloth (calico) 

blanket 

bundle (load) 


o. sleeping 	mat 
p. 	brush 
q. 	chicken coop 

pipe 
comb 

IRON WORKING: 

bellows 

hammer 

anvil 

file 


- kinkumbi 
- ngoma yakayanda 
- kandindi 
- ji tumba 
- njimba 
- kajimba 
- kalumbu 

- kina 
- mwinshi 
- lupe 

- kibango 

- kilukwa 
- mulondo 
- kibaya 

- kituwo 
-mujisho/mwinko 

sefwa 
- mpoto 

- nsanji 

- mwipika 
- musansa 

- mabwe 

- katenda 
- mpuki 

- mulondo 

- kiseba 
- nkolwa (disappeared) 
- kisapi 
- mwemba 
- bipe 
- mukeka/kilalo 
- kipyango 
- kikumbi kyakanzolo 

mutompa/kapoji 
- kisankulo/kizanuno 

- myuba 
- sando 
- musense 
- lima/tupa 



APPENDIX 111 LIST OF KAONDE CLANS WITH THEIR CHIEFS/RffiIONAL I.1EAa1AN IN 

~1WINILUNGA, SOLWEZI, !<ASH-iPA, AND MUMBWA DISTRICI'S. 


Clan Mwinilunga D. Solwezi D. Kasempa D. Murnbwa D. 

Balonga - Senior Chief Kapiji MUjimanzoVU
1

) - ex-chief Nyok~) (merged with Kasempa,1945) - Chief Kaindu
3

) 

(streaming - ex-chief Shilenda4 )(merged with Matel:o,1945) - H/M Kampengele 
water/rain) - Chief Hulonga 5) 

Bena-Kyulu - Chief Kapiji Mpanga 6) - ex-chief Kasons6) (merged with 
(termites /anthills) Kasempa,1945) 

- ex-chief Kapeshi (abolished, 1937) 
(tcx:1ay in Solwezi D.) 

Bena Kyowa - ex-chief lllbango
8

)(merged with - Senior Chief Ka~) 

(mushroa:ns ) Mushele, 1927) (- H/M Kil:x:>ko, Matavu,NklUTlba,Bufuku a.o.) 


Ch ' f ' 1 11 )
Bena Luo - Chief Ntarnbo10) - 1e K1ze a 12) - Chief M:urril:Jv.la 
I(rronkeys) - H/M MpullUTlba - ex-chief MUnyambala (merged with 

N 
Kizela,1945) til 

IBalembu - Chief Mushima Murubarn1:JJ 3) 
-J 

(bees) - ex-chief Kinsengwe 14) merged 
with Kasempa, 1945) 

Bapumpi - Chief In~5) - H/M Ngabwe 

(wild dogs) 


Batembuzhi - Chief Mumena16 ) 

(lions) - ex-chief Kibanza (merged with 


Hrnnena, 1937) 


Bena Mbuzhi - Chief Matel:x:>17) - H/M Kipirnpi (tcx:1ay in Ndola Rural D.) 

(goats) 


http:M:urril:Jv.la


Clan Mwinillll1ga D. Solwezi D. Kasenpa D. 	 r·'luJ:nbwa D. 
- 19)

Ch , 	 f Muk._l--' 18)..1--'Bena Ngee - le wl~l-Luulnga - HIM Maklll1gu 
(leopards) 

Bena Nonyi - ex-chief Mukumbi-Katotola20 
) - HIM I>1usa:npe 

21) 

(birds) (merged with ~1atebo) 

Bena Ml:Ma - H/M Pcmpola
22) 

- ex-chief Kalas~3tmerged with 
(dogs) Kaserrpa, 1945) 

Basamba _ H/H :t-hlmba Kaka:npe 24) - HIM Kapandula 
(snakes) 

Bayanga - HIM Kamimbi 25 ) - HIM Kashinka 
(black ants) 

26)Bena Nzovu x) - HIM Ng~la 
(elephants) 

Bashishi xx) I 

(hair) N 
U1 
OJ 

Bena Kasaka xx) - HIM Kapupu I 

(corn) 

x) The chief for this clan is Chief Pande in Zaire 

xx) 	 These clans occur not often amJng the Kaonde. 
The chiefs for these clans are in Ndola Rural D. ~ 

hj
(Shibukinya and FlU1gulwe) and are Lamba speaking. 	 tx:1 

1) Figures refer to location on map 2.1. 	 S 
H 
:x:: 
H 
H 
H 
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JOKING RElATIONSHIPS (' WONUNGWEE ') BE'I\'JEEN KAONDE CLANS x) 

Balonga 
(streaming water/rain) 

Bena Kyulu 
(termites/anthills) 

Balonga- Bena Kyowa 
(water~ushrooms) 

Balonga-Basarnba 
(water-snakes) 

Bena Kyulu-Basamba 
(termites-snakes) 

Bena Kyulu-Bena Kyowa 
(termites~shroarns) 

Bena Kyulu-Bena Nzovu 
(termites-elephants) 

Bena Kyulu-Balernbu 
(termites-bees) 

Bena Kyulu-Bayanga 
(termites-black ants) 

Bena Kycwa-Bena ilio 
(Irn.lshroans-rronkeys) 

Balernbu-Basarnba 
(bees-snakes) 

Balernbu-Bena Nonyi 
(bees-birds) 

Bena Nonyi-Basarnba 
(birds-snakes) 

Bena Ngee-Bena J:1buzhi 
(leopards-goats) 

Bena Ngee-Bapumpi 
(leopards-wild dogs) 

- wunungwee with all other clans; all animals and 
plants depend on drinkwater. 

- wunungwee with all other clans; termites eat 
all dead material. 

- when the rain falls Irn.lshroclms (can) appear. 

- snakes live near the water. 

- ants build the house for the snakes. 

- Irn.lshroans cane out (grow upon) anthills. 

- elephants lean on the anthill (when they 
die, they sleep on an anthill) . 

- bees make honey in the anthill. 

- black ants eat termites. 

- rronkeys eat Irn.lshroans. 

- both stay in holes of a tree. 

- near the honey there are &nall flies, both 
the bees and birds like to eat them. 

- birds start singing when they see a snake. 

- leopards eat goats. 

- when they meet they fight. 

x} Based on field information 1972 and 1978 
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Other wunungwee relationships x} : 

Batembuzhi 
Batembuzhi 

Bena Luo 
Bena Luo 
Bena Luo 

Bapumpi 
Bapumpi 

Bena ~la 
Bena Mbuzhi 

Balembu 

Bena Nonyi 

Basamba 
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Bena Ngee (lions-leopards) 
Bena Mbuzhi (lions-goats) 

Bena Ngee (rronkeys-leopards) 
Basarnba (rronkeys-snakes) 
Bena:Mbwa (rronkeys-dogs) 

Balembu (wild dogs-bees) 
Bena Mbuzhi (wild dogs-goats) 

Bena Mbuzhi (dogs-goats) 
Bashishi (goats-hair) 

Bena Nzovu (bees-elephants) 

Bena Kasaka (birds-corn) 

Bena Ngee (snakes-leopards) 

x) same of these wunungwee relations are mentioned by Melland, 
1967, 253; Woods, 1924 and in Kasernpa District Note Book KDD 1/5. 



No. of villages: 

Clans: 

Balonga 

Bena Kyulu 

Bena Kyowa 

Bale:nbu 

Bena Mbuzhi 

Bena Ngee 

Bena Mbwa 

Bapurnpi 

Basamba 

Bayanga 

Bena Nonyi 

Bashishi 

Bena Nzovu 

Batanbuzhi 

Bena Kasaka 

Bena ilio 

Baseba 

l\PPENDIX V CLAN AFFILIATION PER VILI.AGE GRaJP, 

South East Kasempa D.: 

Nyoka Kelongwa Kalasa Kasonso 

62 90 33 68 


11 -18% x) 6 


2 29-43% 


1 2 4 8 


9 25-28% 2 5 


5 20 7 5 


13 19 2 1 


9-27% 7 


2 1 6 


1 5 2 


3 6 5 


1 2 3 


2 3 1 3 


9 


5 


1 


1968 

Mukunashi 

51 


3 


14-27% 


6 


7 


8 


3 


1 


1 


6 


2 


Lubofu/MplIDgu 

29 


18-62% 


3 


1 I 

N 
m 
f-' 

6 


1 


x) Clan of Chief/Regional Headman in the area and percentage relative to total of villages. 



South West Kasempa D.: 

Nkenyauna area Nkenyauna fanrers Mpungu fanrers Mushima Kabanda Nsungulu KaClfllCl. 
(incl.Kantenda) settlement scheme settlement scheme road 

(1978) (1978) section 

No. of villages: 83 57 43 40 33 35 57 

Clans: 
Balonga 3 3 1 4 2 

Bena Kyulu 5 1 3 1 1 3 3 

Bena KyCMa 35-42% 19-33% 12-26% 1 3 5 

Balembu 6 6 1 18-45% 9-27% 18-51% 10-17% 

Bena Mbuzhi 4 9 2 7 5 12 

Bena Ngee 3 2 5 4 1 4 2 

Bena Mbwa 1 
1 

Bapumpi 1 1 tJ 
0'1 
I,.>Basamba 4 5 12(-28%) 1 4 1 1 

Bayanga 1 1 1 


Bena Nonyi i 7 2 3 10 


Bashishi 1 1 


Bena Nzavu 4 6 1 4 13 

Batembuzhi 10 3 3 1 ~ 
hj 
hjBena Luo - tlj 
Z 
Cl

Other tribes: H 

Mbundu 4 ~ 

<
Bernba 1 1 


Luvale 1 1 1 
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LIST OF KASEMPA CHIEFS (BmA KYaVA-cLAN) AND THEIR I..OCATION. x) 

1. 	KiJ:::x:)ko - in Zaire, area of the Illfira river , received chieftainship-

title fron 1<tvachiyamvwa 


2. Nkumba - in Zaire in the area of Illenge (Upper 	Kafue river) 

3. Nkonde Chfrunku - rrovemant to the area of Mutanda and I.mna stream (Sol'Wezi D.) 

4. Muyamba - in the area of the I.mna stream 

5. Katutu (only chief for a short period) 

6. Mudungu - in the area of the Kaimbwe saltpan 

7. Kabambala - in the area of the Kaim1:::Me saltpan 

8. 	Jipumpu - in the area of Ntete and Mbkunashi streams, settled later at 
Kamusongolwa Hill t 1905 

9. Kalusha - at Kasempa 1926t 
10. Kibunda - id. t 1947 

11. Sanrushi - id. 	 1975t 
12. Mushitala - id. (installation: 1977) 

LIST OF KAPIJI r1UJIMAl.'1ZOVU (BAIDNGA-cLAN) AND KAPIJI lvlPANGA (BmA KYULU-CLAN) 

CHIEFS AND THEIR I..OCATION x) 


1. Kapiji Kamuyange - in Zaire, in the area of 	the Lualaba 

2. Kapiji Kasongo - in Zaire 

3. Kapiji t-1wanza - rroved southwards to the area of Kafue Hook (?) 

4. Kapi j i Mazhonde ­

5. Kapij i Jing' amba - returned fron the area of Kafue Hook 

6. Kapiji Kiwezhi Yengayenga - in the area of the 	Upper-Illnga river 

7. Kapiji Kasongo-Kibanza - in the area of Mutanda river 

8. Kapiji Kapoba (Chuba) Bakenda (Mujimanzovu) 	 - in the Mutanda area 

9. Kapiji Jipenda - near Mutanda and Lunga river t 1922 

10. Kapiji Kilobo - id. 	 t 1923 

11. Kapiji Kimbalanga Kazhike - id. 	 t 1956 

12. Kapiji Mujimanzovu Muntalima - id. 

BmA KYULU CHIEFS: 

1. Kapiji Mpanga Mandwe - near Kansanshi t 1937 

2. Kapiji Chernbe - near Sol'Wezi t 1976 

3. Kapiji Katuka - id. (installation: 1978) 

x) for detailed list cf. Jaeger, 1971. 



Chief 

Kisoko 
c. 1900 

Bonshe 
c. 1910 

Mumba 
c. 1920 

Kalebela 
c. 1930 
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APPENDIX VII 

Kalasa village cluster movements 1900-1970 

(cf.fig. 3.4.) 

Location 

Lunga river and 
tributaries: 
Lusambo,Kibwe, 
Kamende,Kayetu 

Ntemwa and 
Ngubo rivers 

Mpungu river and 
tributaries: 
Katusembe,Kayawe, 
Kamishansiko 

Lunga River,near 
Jifumpa mine, and 
tributaries: 
Kakuyu 
Shimpalamba 

Remarks 

The Kalasa villages be­
long to one of the first 
village groups in the 
district that were taxed 
in 1907.They were located 
by the Lunga River and 
near the route Mumbwa­
Kasempa.Chief Kisoko died 
near Lusambo stream. Led 
by Chief Bonshe,the 
villagES moved away from 
the main route,probably 
to escape too close 
contact with the newly 
arrived European ad­
ministration. 

Chief Bonshe died near 
the Ngubo river and was 
succeeded by Mumba.In 
the adjacent area,Kapeshi 
was appointed chief of a 
number of Bena Kyulu 
villages.Mumba moved the 
villages to a location 
along the Mpungu river, 
over a distance of 
about 30 km. 

Mumba's succession was 
accompanied by internal 
conflicts.Some villages 
remained by the Ntemwa 
river,while others moved 
to the area of Chief 
Shibukinya in Ndola Rural 
District.Chief Mumba died 
near Katusembe stream. 

Chief Kalebela moved to 
the vicinity of the 
Jifumpa mine where 
villagers found work.The 
chief became a member of 
the local court es­
tablished near the Kakuyu 
stream. 

http:Mumba.In
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Chief 

Kalebela 
c.1940 

Kalebela 
c. 1950 

Kasomeno 
1958-1964 

Location 

Ngoma stream and 
tributaries: 
Shiteppe, 
Lamisambo 

Confluence of 
IVlpungu and 
Lunga river 

Along the 
Mpungu river 

Remarks 

Mine activities at 
Jifumpa were dis­
continued.A large 
group of Kalasa 
villagers were active 
Jehovah's witnesses. 
To avoid contact with 
colonial government, 
relocation to the 
area by the Ngoma 
river occurred, further 
away from the main 
road.A missionary 
school was opened by 
Ngoma,but after a few 
years the teacher was 
recalled,because there 
was no interest what­
soever in the school. 
Various internal con­
flicts occurrediChief 
Kalebela was accused 
of witchcraft,and 
some villagers left 
the area. 

Kalebela lost his 
title of Chief and the 
area was incorporated 
into that of Chief 
Kasempa's.Kalebela 
died in 1953. 

It took c.5 years 
before a successor 
was named (Kasongo 
was headman for a short 
time,but moved to 
Chief Shibukinya in 
Ndola Rural District) . 
Pelson Kasomeno became 
regional headman of 
the Kalasa village 
cluster in 1958.The 
administration at­
tempted relocation 
of the group to 
the Kelongwa service 
centre area. The 
villagers refused. 
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Regional Headman 

Kasomeno 
1964-1968 

Kasomeno 
since 1968 

Location 

Kanongo stream 
near the new 
Kanongo service 
centre 

Around the 
Kanongo Centre and 
along the main 
road 

Remarks 

After long discussion 
with the government, 
headman Kasomeno agreed 
to relocate his villages 
near the Kanongo service 
centre. 

Village relocations take 
frequently place around 
the service centre (cf. 
fig.4 .3) • 
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Maize production (bags of 90 kg) per area. Kase:rpa District 1971, 1976, 1979 

proc1uction proc1uction sold to number of farmers 
in sea.son in season Narn1:oard who sold rraize to 
1970/71 1975/76 season Namboard in 78/79 x) 

Area 1978/79x ) 

Mpungu scheme 4675 7836 4736 78 


Nkenyauna scheme 1988 1493 66 


SUbtotal schemes 4675 9824 6269 144 


Nkenyauna area 1235 1500 1368 25 


KaS6llp3. 
 277 461 410 	 24
(incl.prison) 


Njenga 558 220 54 5 


Dengwe/Kafumfula 619 448 508 8 


Mulopwe/Karratete 105 


Kaimbwe/ 
 198 591 242 	 22
Kankolonkolo 


Old IngvJe/ 
 354 174 	 17
Mukerra 

Nyoka 


Kelongwa 120 286 3 


Karrakechi 382 134 12

1287

Kalasa 230 218 14 


Mubulumenene 370 


Mukunashi 297 570 22 


Mushirra 190 453 168 19 


Kizela 562 875 


Kaminzekenzeke 747 18 


SUbtotal per area. 5031 6301 4879 189 


Rural recon. camp 198 


9706 16323 11148 333 

x) 	 For season 1978/79 figures are given of bags sold to Naml:::x:>ard, actual 
proo.uction figures will be a.l::out 15% higher. Not includeil. are the 
figures for the Kizela area and the rural reconstruction camp. 
(cf. also chapter 5, table 5.1 and note 2). 
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r,1aize (bags of 90 kg) purchased by Namboard North-Western Province,1974-1979 

x)Total Solwezi Mwinilunga Zambezi Kal:omp::> Kasernpa 
N.W.Prov. 

1974 32,411 3,340 3,472 5,588 8,904 11,107 34% 

1975 28,573 4,757 3,168 3,175 6,095 11,378 40% 

1976 38,091 7,455 3,239 3,765 9,511 14,121 37% 

1977 40,055 7,857 4,163 2,813 8,162 17,060 43% 

9"78 45.000 7.075 N.A. N.A. 10.105 8,031 18% 

;979 31,549 6,658 3,704 2,269 7,188 11,730 37% 

1980 15,531 7 ~ 593 2,705 5 46 3,148 1,539 10% 

Marketed croE Eroduction Namboard Kas6r~ District, 1972-1977 

Gr.nuts Beans Sunflower Soya beans 
(80kg) (90kg) (50kg) (90 kg) 

1972 135 

1973 121 71 

1974 117 80 80 15 

1975 143 61 115 39 

1976 293 60 321 21 

1977 393 157 373 7 

Prize -paid by Namboard per bag: (90 kg:) of ma.ize at Kas6np3. 

1973 K. 4.00 

1974 K. 4.30 

1975 K. 5.00 

1976 K. 6.30 

1977 K. 6.30 

1978 K. 6.80 

1979 K. 8.00 

Source: District Agricultural Reports 

x) Percentage Kasempa District (incl. Chizela) of total N.W. Province 

I 
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Services in Kase:np3. - District-centre (1980) 

- Office District Governor and District Secretary 
- Ma.gistrate Court and local Court 
- Headquarters Senior Chief Kaseupa 
- UNIP district office 
- Rural Council offices 
- Offices government depntments: Agriculture, Education and Culture, Health, 

Conmunity Developnent, Natural Resources, Marketing and. Coops, Veterinary 
and Tsetse control, Forestry, Fisheries 

- Office Agricultural Finance Ccrrq;::a.ny 
- Office and depot National Marketing Board (Na.rnl:::oard) 
- Public WJrks and Roads Department and. Mechanical Service Department 
- Police post 
- Prison 
- Post Office (post; telegraph and telephone connections to Solwezi) 
- Electricity Supply Plant (24 rours) 
- Water Supply Plant 
- Rural Health Centre (16 beds) 
- Primary schools 
- Govt. resthouse, Rural Council resthouse, and. restaurant 
- Market 
- Bus station 
- Airfield 
- Petrol station 
- Several shops (branches of national fiI:ms and. local shq:owners) 
- Several churches (ECZ, RC, J W , African Metho:1ist) 
- Welfare Hall, playground, and bars 
- Wholesale shop 
- Bakery and butcher (not yet fully operative) 
- Zamhort shop 
- Ma.ize mill (privately owned.) 
- Boys I Secondary school (planned.) 

- Mission station (ECZ) 
- Hospital (180 beds) and out:p:itient clinic 
- Training school for Zambian enrolled. nurses 
- Leprosy 
- Pr.inary scrool 
- Secondary Girls" school 
- Air field 

Acoording to CSO enurnerations the pop.llation of Kaseupa township is: 
1963 597 
1969: 1046 
1974: 1404 
The total pop.llation of Kaseupa centre asa whole is IIDch larger: 
including adjacent locations (Luamadamba, Muselepete, PVD cCl'J:ltX)und) 
and Mukinge, the 1969 pop.llation canes to 4368 persons. 

http:Ccrrq;::a.ny
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A C H R 0 N 0 LOG Y 0 F K A S E M PAD I S T R I C T 

1875- 1 975 
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ca. 1875 	 The Kaonde Chief Mudungu (Kasempa) of the Bena 
Kyowa clan is succeeded by Chief Kabambala. He 
settled in present Kasempa District at the Luma 
river near the Kaimbwe saltpan (sometimes called 
the heart of Kaonde Land). The Mbwela people are 
pressed further southward by incoming Kaonde 
clangroups from the north. 

ca. 1885 	 Chief Kabambala murdered; Jipumpu becomes Chief 
Kasempa. The name Kasempa comes into use. 
Chief Jipumpu Kasempa moved further southwards 
from the Kaimbwe saltpan toward the Busanga 
swamps, subsequently to the Ntete and Mukunashi 
stream, and finally, he settled at Kamusongolwa 
Hill. Several skirmishes between Kaonde clangroups 
and Masukulumbwe (I1a) people in the environs of 
Kafue Hook. 

ca. 1895 	 Lozi tribute collectors sent by King Lewanika of 
Barotseland are rebuffed by Jipumpu in the Busan­
ga area. 
Chief Mushima moved from the East Lunga river area 
to the Lalafuta river and received protection from 
Lewanika. 

ca. 1897 	 Fight at Kamusongolwa Hill. Chief Jipumpu defeated 
a small Lozi army from his stockade on the hill. 
Later on he made peace with King Lewanika and 
presents were exchanged. 

1899 	 Prospecting expedition by George Grey of Tangan­
yika Concessions Ltd. along the headwaters of the 
Kafue river. On September 6th 1899 Chief Kapiji 
Mpanga guided Grey to the old Kansanshi copper­
workings. Return journey along East Lunga river, 
whereby the Kalasa and Kasonso villages were pas­
sed, and several other old copperworkings pegged. 
Very likely Grey was the first European to travel 
through the eastern part of Kasempa District. 

1900 	 Expedition, 6ctober 1900 - aanuary 1901 by Col. 
Colin Harding (commandant Barotse Native Police 
and acting administrator Northwest Rhodesia) from 
Lealui via Kasempa to the source of the Kabompo 
river to investigate slave trading. During this 
tour many slaves were set free and a slave-traders 
village attacked. Harding selected sites for new 
"forts". 
Very likely Harding was the first European to reach 
the middle of Kasempa area, and he probably met 
Chief Jipumpu and selected the site for Kasempa­
Boma. 



1901 


1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1903 - 1907 
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In October or November (at the first rains) , 

an advance party of the colonial administration 

under sergeant-major Mobbs and trooper Lucas ar­

rived with a detachment of Barotse Native Police 

at Kasempa. They pitched camp near Chief Kasempa's 

stockade at the foot of Kamusongolwa Hill near the 

Lufupa river. 

Chikulukumbwe became first Kaonde messenger. 

George Grey trekked again to Kansanshi with mining 

equipment and made a track from Nkala to Kansanshi. 


The first administrative officer stationed (ca. 

April 1902) at Kasempa was Captain Stennett of 

the Barotse Native Police. 

Shortly afterwards, F.B. Macaulay (known as Ta­

bataba), sub-inspector, arrived from Kalomo (ac­

companied by a Lozi Headman) and took charge of 

the newly formed Kasempa District. 

A permanent police camp of large earthen ramparts 

was built at Kasempa. 


Several reports made of slave-raiding parties in 

the district and expeditions against the Mambari 

slave caravans. Boundaries in the northern part 

of the district (Lunda country) were not yet es­

tablished. 


E.A. Copeman (Chikolokoso) arrived from Kalomo to 
take over from Macaulay. 
C.E. Bellis announced that slavery was abolished. 
First permanent (brick) building at Kasempa-Boma 
built by Copeman and Bellis. 

Death of Chief Jipumpu Kasempa (some sources mention 

1902 or 1904 as date of death). 

Police station established at Shilenda by Major Car­

den (station closed in 1916). 

Boundary line dispute between British, Portugese/and 

Belgian sphere of influence was settled by the King 

of Italy. 

In the North-Western Province the boundary is situated 

along the watershed of the Congo and Zambezi river­

systems. 


The Kalene Hill mission-station in the Mwinilunga 

area opened by Dr.W. Fisher of the Plymouth Brethren. 

Continuing reports on slave trading in the northern 

and western parts of the district. 


Early trade and mail - some notes: 
First white trader in Kasempa area was W.Frykberg, 
(alias Kola or Bwana Misha), a former sergeant-
major, who opened the first store at Kasempa-Boma 
ca. 1907. Hail came once a month from Nkala to Ka­
sempa and once a month from Nkala to Kansanshi. 
For some time there was a sub-Boma at Kaulundia 
near the ferry crossing of the Kafue at Lubungu 
(Mumbwa District). 



1907 
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1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

Kalusha became Chief Kasempa. 
Sub-Boma in Mwinilunga District (at that time 
Lunda sub-district) established by Copeman and 
Bellis at Kalalua (in 1910 moved to present site 
of Mwinilunga Boma) . 
C.E. Bellis - native commissioner of that sub­

District. Unrest because of irresponsible actions 

by Europeans; many villages moved into the Congo. 

Bellis shot in an ambush while investigating a 

slave raiding party; rescued by district messengers. 

First of 5 she collected by Copeman in the environ­

ment of Kansanshi mine and in the area of Kasempa 

and Kalasa. 

Railway reached Broken Hill. Connections with Ka­

sempa intensified. 

A road made from Broken Hill to Kansanshi via Ka­

popo village on the Kafue river. 


First copper smelted by European methods at Kan­

sanshi and transported to Broken Hill. 

Balovale-Boma opened by J.M. Venning. 

Troubles in Mwinilunga area due to oppressive 

conduct of the administrative officer, "one-eyed" 

MacGregor. 


Sub-district of Kansanshi established by Mr.F.H. 

Layman. 

MacGregor, DC at Kasempa, requested to resign. 

W.H. Hazell became DC and C.S. Parsons, Native 

Commissioner. 

Trader Richardson murdered in the Kabompo river area. 


A.W. Bailey opened mission-station of the South 

African General 1-Ussion, SAGM, (later the African 

Evangelical Fellowship and subsequently the Evan­

gelical Church of Zambia) at Kisalala (Solwezi 

District) . 


At Shindamona gold workings, 13 miles north of 

Kasempa Boma, A.H. Ohlund, a storekeeper employed 

by W. Frykberg, was murdered by 3 men (May 31st). 

Fort constructed and police reinforcement at Ka­

sempa Boma. 

Anglo-Belgian border commission pegged boundary 

line with Congo Free State (1911-1914). 


Public hanging in the presence of Kaonde Chiefs 

and headmen, of 4 people charged with murder at 

Kasempa Boma (November, 12th). 

Hazell, magistrate at Kasempa. 

Bellis caught again in an ambush in Mwinilunga 

District. Bailey travelled in Kasempa District 

and chose site for a new SAGM mission station on 

the Lalafuta river. Mr. and Mrs. Harris in charge 

at Kisalala Mission station.A village school opened 

with the help of John Pupe. 

Copper from Kansanshi transported to Broken Hill 

and to Baya in the Congo. 
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1913 	 Reports on Watchtower activities and witch­
finder practices in the District. 
Prophetess Inamutapa, announced the coming of 
the god Luchele (the creator). Very long poles 
erected in many villages. 
Administrator of the British South African 
Company, L.A. Wallace visits the District. 

1914 	 Copper production at Kansanshi stopped, due to 
world war economies. 
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon came to the SAGM mission at 
Lalafuta, location transferred to Musondweji. 

1915 	 During World War 1914-1918 many Kaondes were 
recruited as warcarriers, carrying loads from 
Broken Hill to the border with Tanganyika. 
John Pupe first Kaonde baptised by SAGM. 

1916 	 Hazell, District Commissioner and Magistrate 
posted at Solwezi, leaves Kasempa District. 
F.H. Melland in charge at Solwezi. 

Kasempa a Native Commissioners station only. 

Indaba with the Kaonde chiefs at Solwezi and 

at Kasempa. 

Musokantanda, the XIII, settled in Northern 

Rhodesia (up to 1919). 


1917 	 Mr. and Mrs. C.S. Foster arrived at Musondweji 
mission. 

1918 	 SAGM Mission moved 12 miles up the Musondweji 
(at 56 miles south of Kasempa Boma). 
Heavy flu (Spanish influenza) in the country, 
high mortality in the villages. 

1922 	 Death of the very old Chief Kapiji Jipenda 
(Mujimanzovu). Succeeded by Kapiji Kiloba who 
died in 1923 and subsequently succeeded by Chief 
Kapiji Kimbalanga Kazhike. 

1923 	 District Commissioner and Magistrate reposted at 
Kasempa. F.H. Melland left the District. 
Kasempa District became Kasempa Province (until 
1933). P.E. Hall became Provincial Commissioner. 
Due to poverty in the province, taxes reduced. 
Chief Kalusha Kasempa moved his village 3 miles 
southwest of Kasempa-Boma. 

1924 	 Jifumpa mine, near the East Lunga river, pegged 
by J.J.A. Merry and Stiernspetz (Djifumpa), a 
storekeeper at Kasempa. 
Prospect bought by the Rhodesia Congo Border 
Concessions Ltd. 



-275­

1925 

1926 

1927 

1929 

1930 

1933 

1935 

Renewed inquiries on the Lozi claims of the dis­

puted southern parts of Kasempa District (Dongwe 

area - 'the Kasempa salient'). 

Chief Kalusha Kasemoa carried in a'machila'to 

Broken Hill to atte;d the visit of the Prince 

of Wales - his first and only visit outside the 

province. 


Death of Chief Kalusha Kasempa (April 26th) suc­

ceeded by Chief Kibunda Kasempa. 

SAGM mission moved to Mukinge Hill, 3 miles 

southeast of Kasempa-Boma, being a central place 

among the Kaonde. 

Road improved from Lusaka and Mumbwa to Kasempa 

and across Kafue and Lunga rivers by ferries and 

joined with Kasempa-Solwezi road. 

Supervisor C.R.B. Draper (P.C. at Kasempa). 

First motorcar driven by C.R. Brooks from Solwezi 

reached Kasempa (120 miles) in 8~ hours. 


Work at Kansanshi mine resumed (stopped again in 

1932) . 

V.R. Anley, Native Commissioner at Kasempa. 

Indaba, May 11th at Kasempa. Visit by Sir James 

Maxwell, Governor of Northern Rhodesia. 

Proper, magistrate at Kasempa. K.S. Kinross in 

charge at Solwezi. 

SAGM permitted to open mission station in the 

Solwezi District at Mutanda river. 

Musele apPointed representative in Northern Rho­

desia of the Lunda paranount Chief Musokantanda. 

Chief Mushima died; succeeded by Chief Shalunganda. 


Native Authority at Kasempa gazetted. Tax in that 

period 12/6 sh. in cash or a month labor with the 

public works department. 

New bridge at Kasempa built over the Lufupa river 

by J.J.A. Merry. 

Some stores at that time situated between the Boma 

and Mukinge Mission. White population in Kasempa, 

about 23. 

The New Testament printed in Kikaonde. 


First village mission school opened at Kabemba 

village. 

Kasempa an ordinary substation part of West-Luangwa 

Province (or lV'estern Province). 

L.A. Russell in charge at Kasempa. 

Girls school opened at Mukinge Mission. 
S.D. Facey, District Commissioner, at Kasempa, of 
the combined Kasempa and Solwezi District. 
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1936 	 Kasempa gazetted as Superior Native Authority 
for all the Kaonde of the combined Kasempa/Sol­
weziDistrict. 
Chief Kasempa recognised as Senior chief; some 
Kaonde chiefs in the Solwezi area abstained from 
recognition. 
Visit by Paramount Chief Musokantanda from Zaire 

1937 	 Death of Chief Kapiji Mpanga Mandwe (Chalaputa)i 
succeeded by Chief Kapiji Chembe. Chieftainship 
of Kapheshi abolished and brought under Chief 
Kasempa. 

1938 	 New road constructed from Copperbelt via Solwezi 
to Balovalei replaced old motortrack. 

1941 	 Balovale District excised from Barotseland and 
part of West-Luangwa Province. 

1942 	 S.D. Facey leaves Kasempa. E. Munday provincial 
commissioner of the new Kaonde-Lunda Province: 
headquarters at Kasempa-Boma. 
Native Authority primary school opened at Kasempa­
Boma by Jesse Sandasanda. 
S.J. Chibanza head-clerk in charge of the sub­
Boma at Solwezi. 

1943 	 Sleeping sickness increased in the district. 

1944 	 Kafue National Park gazetted. 
Villages of Chief Kasonso moved northward 
along the East Lunga river, because of the 
tsetse fly and the new park. 

1945 	 Smaller chieftainships along the East Lunga river 
(Nyoka, Kinsengwe, Kalasa, Kasonso)incorporated 
into the area of Chief Kasempa. Chief Munyambala's 
area combined with Chief Kizela's area. 

1946 	 The Kaonde-Lunda province closed. Kasempa again an 
orginary district and part of Western Province un­
der the Provincial Commissioner at Ndola. 
The Kaonde Tribal Council and the superior Native 
Authority Headquarters located near Chief Kasempa's 
village. 

1947 	 Chief Kibunda Kasempa died: succeeded by Chief 
Samushi Kasempa. 
Solwezi-Boma reopened. 
Airfield built, 4 miles west of Kasempa-Boma. 
A.B. Shone, District Commissioner at Kasempa. 

The villages of Kinsengwe and Nyoka (c.1S00 people) 

directed to the west bank of the East Lunga river, 

due to heavily-infested tsetse fly areas east of the 

Lunga river. Service centre established at Kelongwa. 
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1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1957 

1958 

Kabompo District established. 
Independent Superior Native Authority proposed 
at Solwezi. 

J. Bentley, District Commissioner at Kasempa. 
Kizela Bible Institute opened, by SAGM for train­
ing of evangelists and pastors, near the Kizela­
Kabompo road and the Kizela post office. Nelson 
in charge, followed by Kopp. 

Ingwe villages moved from an area near the East 
Lunga river towards a service centre at Kankolon­
kolo on the main road Solwezi-Kasempa. 
Introduction of agricultural extension work in 
some areas. New wells installed. Hut-tax: 10 sh, 
except for Mushima area: 7/6 sh. 
R.L. Foster (son of C.S. Foster) medical doctor 

at Mukinge Mission. 


P.C.D. Clark, District Commissioner at Kasempa, 

R. Short, cadet at Kasempa. 

Festivities around 50 years administration at 

Kasempa-Boma. At that time there were 3 dispens­

aries in the district and health work at Mukinge 

Mission, plus a Native Authority school at Ka­

sempa, 11 village schools scattered over the 

district supervised by the Mission, and a primary 

girls school at Mukinge Mission. 

Indaba of all Kaonde chiefs at Kankolonkolo on the 

installation of an appeals-court at Solwezi. 

Chief Mujimanzovu recognized as Senior Kaonde 

Chief in the Solwezi District. 


Hospital officially opened at Mukinge Mission, 
medical superintendent Dr. Foster. 
J.H.R. Davies, District Commissioner and J.W.S. Hudson, 

cadet. J. Dercksen and T. Hough drowned in East 

Lunga (near Lunga bridge on the road to Kalulushi). 

Villages of Kasonso directed to move again. 

Realignment of road from Kasempa to Kabompo and the 

road to Mumbwa (via Nkenyauna) • 

Work at Kansanshi mine again resumed. Many problems 

with drainage. 


North-Western Province established with Head­
quarters at Solwezi. 
D.B. Hall, Provincial Commissioner. 

Death of Chief Kapiji Mujimanzovu Kimbalanga 
Kazhike (Mwabu), succeeded by Chief Kapiji 
Mujimanzovu Samuel Mulunda Muntalima, Senior 
Kaonde Chief in Solwezi District. 

Kansanshi mine again flooded; mine closed. 



1959 

1960 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

-278­

Villages of Kasonso moved again towards school 

at Kamakechi. 

Musokantanda visits Kasempa District on his way 

to Kabompo District. 

Peasant farmers plots demarcated in the Nkenyauna 

area. 


Reports on significant advance of tsetse fly and 

increased number of human sleeping sickness cases. 


Political activities and arson at Mutanda mission 

(Solwezi District). 


D. Sichinga, first Zambian District Secretary 
in the Kasempa District. 

w. Mubita, District Secretary. 
Visit by President Kaunda to Kasempa-Boma. 
Resettlement proposals for Mushima and Mpungu 
area to combat sleeping sickness and to improve 
agriculture. 
Villagers of Kalasa and Kasonso urged to move to 
new settlement scheme. Dispensary and school 
re situated by Kanongo stream; part of the newly 
planned Mpungu resettlement scheme (30 miles 
southeast of Kasempa-Boma). 

D. Kambilurnbilu, District Secreatry. 
Mpungu State Farm started maize production. Kalasa 
villages moved to new centre at Kanongo. Kasonso 
villages do not move to the Mpungu resettlement 
scheme. Chief Mushima and most of his villages moved 
from the Lurnba stream area to the Mushima resettle­
ment area near a new service centre. 
(30 miles southwest of Kasempa-Boma). 

Mukinge secondary girls' school opened (First Sec. 
girls'school in the North-Western Province). 

Increased agricultural extension work in the 
District. National Agricultural Marketing Board 
depots opened. 
Several new primary schools and dispensaries 
established. 
Agricultural extension, medical and community de­
velopment work started by team of the Organisation 
of Netherlands Volunteers at the Kanongo service 
centre. 

Visit by President Kaunda to the District. 
Mr.S.L.C. Kalwani, District Secretary. 

J. Kanguya, appointed first District Governor of the 

Kasempa District. Mwango, District Secretary. 

Mpungu State Farm plots allotted to individual 

farmers. 

Start of mining activities at Kalengwa mine. 
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1970 


1971 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 -1982 

1978 

1980 

1981 

New concrete bridge constructed across the 

the Lufupa river at Kasempa and a new bridge 

across the Lalafuta river on the road to Kaoma. 

Electricity plant in operation at Kasempa. 

New road from Kalulushi to Solwezi-Kasempa 

road and concrete bridge across the Lunga river 

for transport of copper from Kalengwa mine to 

copper refineries in Kalulushi. 


A.M. Kanyungulu, District Governor, C.S. Zima, 

District Secretary. 

First shipment of concentrated copper-ore from 

Kalengwa to Kalulushi. OXFAM volunteer team at 

Kizela, agricultural extension and under-five 

clinics. 


Mining activities restarted at Jifurnpa mine 
(near East Lunga River) .Extension of the Mpungu 
farmers settlement scheme.Transfer of Nether­
lands volunteer activities from Kanongo to 
Kasempa and to Mpungu and Nkenyauna farmers 
settlement schemes. 

L.L. Chibwe, District Secretary. 

Death of ex-Chief Kinsengwe. 

New prison building at Kasempa and extension of 

prison farm. 

New agricultural settlement scheme in the Nken­

yauna area. 


Death of ex-Chief Kasonso. 


Death of Senior Chief Kasempa Sarnushi (17th of 

January) . 

The complete bible printed in the Kaonde language. 

Mr. and Mrs. C.S. Foster left Kasempa District 

after a residence of 58 years. 

Visit by President Kaunda to Kasempa and agri ­

cultural schemes. 

Complete upgrading of roads from Kasempa to the 

Solwezi-Kabompo turn-off and towards Mushima. 

Chizela sub-Boma opened. Kawarna farmers settle­
ment scheme started. 
Roman Catholic church opened at Kaserr:pa 
Benson Mushitala elected as Senior Chief Kasempa . 
.J. Mllnkena, District Governor . 
Disturbances in the Chizela area due to subversive 
actions of the Mushala gang. 

Chizela gazetted as a separate district. 

New prison-farm at the foot of the Kamusongolwa Hil 

Secondary school for boys opened at Kasempa 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION OF THE NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCE 1901-1978 

1901 1916 	 Kasempa District 
Headquarters: Kasempa 
Sub-stations: Shilenda, Mwinilunga and Kansanshi 

1916 1923 	 Kasempa District 

District Commissioner and Magistrate located 
in: Solwezi 
Sub-stations: Mwinilunga and Kasempa 

1923 1933 	 Kasempa Province 

District Commissioner and Magistrate reposted 
at: Kasempa 

1933 1942 Western Province (also known as West-Luangwa 
Province)Kasempa becomes sub-station and 


combined with Solwezi into one district. 

Headquarters at Solwezi. 

Balovale District excised from Barotseland 

and becomes part of the Province (1941). 


1942 1946 	 Kaonde-Lunda Province 

Headquarters at Kasempa, Solwezi-Boma closed. 

1946 1953 	 Western-Province 

The whole area is part of the Western Province 

with headquarters at Ndola. 

Kasempa as District Boma. 

Solwezi-Boma re-opened as a District-Boma (1947). 

Kabompo becomes a separate district (1948). 


1953 	 North-Western Province 

Prove headquarters at Solwezi. 

Districts: Mwinilunga, Solwezi, Kasempa, Kabompo. 

Balovale (since 1969 called Zambezi). 


1978 	 Chizela gazetted as a separate district. 
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APPENDIX xn 

Th"TERVI~WS WI'I'H FARMERS, NJVEl-1BER 1978 

CASE: 1-5 	 FARMERS WHO SE'ITLED AT THE NKENYAUNA 

AND MPurUJ FARMERS SETI'LEMENI' SCHEME 

CASE: 6.,.8. 	 INDIVIDUAL CCMMERCU\L FARr>1EHS SE'ITL....;;n 

IN THE NKENYAUNA AREA 

, ~ .. 



settlement 

was 

fat.)-!/~:;:' :6apump.i by clan, lived in the area De'lr -the Kabompo 

x iVE:r (ex-Chief Pompola), was mixed Kaonde-L-;,.;.no.a and wc·rked as 

Ir:'JtJ1ex' 	 is Be!1ambuzhi by clan and frnm Weyenga village. This 

:Lll was also si tua ted in the area near +.:he Kabompo l~ i ver. 

p,:r0nn(1 1925 t.:r,8 \Tillage moved to ):he ctrea of Kalasa on the 

'::J1);J"{'i':Jv q r.. 0, Cl istance ef 0'" er 2Q \) km. {weyenga village be­

lcWj'].sd LG a group of villages under group headu,an Kipimp:i o.f 

'cbi;: tH:'d(;lJ[l'.:;,l?',j clan. '1'his clan-·section head!!l2nWaS not 

;;'$ ':\ c[,ief hi the colonial admil,istl:at..i.on. 'The v 11,­

P J),\.OT,~(!, ::"~f.)T:J the Kab:)mpo river area to the East-L".lIlI::JIJ. 

Ch ingwe and sUbsequently to the. 

(todBV 	Kabwe) in 2 days. 

fal1a ly ..:md the 

to wU.i::k 

t:b.ell:;j,"" 

http:lcWj'].sd
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earned 25 sh. a month. After some time he became second 

capitao (supervisor) and lived with his wife in a roadcamp 

along the mainroad to Solwezi. In 1948 he was transferred to 

Kasempa District and worked there from 1948 to 1954 on the 

Mumbwa and Kizela road. In 1955 his uncle died and Katingu 

stopped with his job and took over the leadership of the 

village. 

Conflicts over the cause of the death of his uncle arose 

with the regional headman of the area, reasons why Katingu 

moved his village out of the Kalasa area to Mbulumenene stream. 

At that time many villages left the Kalasa area because of dis­

agreement with the then regional headman. When the government 

established facilities at the Kanongo centre (Kalasa area), 

like a clinic and school, Katingu returned together with some 

other villages to the area in 1967 and chose a place along the 

road not far from the new centre. In 1968 he moved his village 

again. A new road was made to the camp of a group of Dutch 

volunteers and a well was installed there, so Katingu moved to 

be nearer to the well and the camp. Occasionally he worked at 

the volunteer's camp and earned some money. In 1973, he decided 

to leave Kalasa area again, there being a lot of quarrels 

between the villages. 

The volunteer camp in Kalasa area was moved to the new 

farmers' scheme at Nkenyauna, so Katingu decided to join one 

of the volunteers and to work as a pieceworker at the new scheme. 

After some time a farmplot was allotted to him and he started 

to build up his own farm. 

He worked his farm alone. Two of his grown-up sons were 

away, one in the army and the other one at secondary school. 

His wife was occupied with the smaller children and took care 

of some small subsistence gardens. In total he had 11 children, 

of whom 5 died. 

In 1948 Katingu became a member of the Jehovah's Witnesses 

and since then he has remained an active member. Every day he 

tries to read in the bible and before dinner in the afternoon 

he says his prayers. At an age of about 65 years, he is still 

active at the farm but not very successful with farming; his 

results from about 2 ha. were: 

1975: 55 bags of maize 

1976: 35 bags of maize 

1977: 22 bags of maize 
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These last yields were barely enough to pay back his seasonal 

loans for seed, fertilizer and tractor ploughing. 

Comparing the food situation he was better off in Kalasa 

area, because there he also had a small garden along a stream 

for growing early maize and vegetables. There are no streams 

in the vicinity of the scheme. He obtained a loan to buy a 

span of oxen in 1976. It turned out, however, that the oxen 

were too old to be trained for ploughing. In 1978 he decided 

to slaughter the oxen and sell the meat; he could then repay 

his debts to the credit organisation. 

In the last year some more relatives came to join him at 

the scheme and his farm prospects became better. His son, 

who failed at secondary school, came back, as well as his 

other son from the army. His nephew with wife and children 

came from Kalasa area to join him, and also the younger 

brother of his wife joined the village with some of his 

children after his divorce. One of his sons got a job as a 

labourer at the scheme and the other son obtained a license 

to sell goods. His wife's brother has a store in town and 

sometimes brings goods, which are sold by his son. With their 

money the sons help their father in such a way that he can 

engage now some pieceworkers to help him at his farm. Another 

source of some income is the production of charcoal, which 

Katingu manufactures at his farm and sells at the market in 

Kasempa. 

Remarks 

Katingu is a friendly old man, he is a bit deaf and walks 

with a stick. Still, he is in full command of his village 

and his farm. People pay him due respect. Over the years 

he moved considerably, he lived for some years in at least 

14 different places, both in rural and urban areas. His move­

ments were very much connected with the opportunities to find 

some work and a cash income. Moreover, he changed from village 

several times, due to social factors such as quarrels and 

witchcraft accusations. 

Traditionally he lived in a matrilineal village set-up, 

but his own village and farm at the settlement scheme changes 

now to a patrilineal set-up whereby his sons begin to play 

an important role. 
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CASE 2; JACOB KAYIKA - a recently arrived settler at the 

Nkenyauna farmers' settlement scheme. 

Jacob Kayika arrived in September 1978 at the Nkenyauna 

settlement scheme with his wife and 4 small children. He 

planned to farm for his own subsistence plus a surplus for 

sale. 

The scheme management allotted a plot to him on the new 

extension at Kanjibiji. Others had already built their huts 

on neighbouring plots. Jacob, after consultation with the 

management, chose another still-vacant plot isolated at the 

end of the scheme to avoid, as he says, 'troubles with his 

neighbours' . An additional advantage of that plot is that it 

is fairly near to a valley where water can be drawn from a 

shallow hole. The project management has plans to install 

handpumps per every four farms, but this programme is far 

behind schedule and all newly settled farmers at the Kanjibiji 

extension have to walk long distances to draw water. 

Jacob was born around 1918 in Kiyumbi village, the village 

of his mother. His mother is Benambuzhi by clan, his father is 

Benakyowa by clan from Kasempa area. Intermarriage between 

these clans occurred quite often in the past. He grew up in 

the village of his father's parents in Solwezi District. In 

1936 he went to town for the first time and stayed in Lusaka 

until 1940, where he worked as a houseboy. In 1941 he and his 

brother went to work in the mines in Mulfulira area where he 

worked from 1941 to 1944. On the 28th of November 1944 he had 

a mine accident and was for some time in hospital. After that 

he went back to his father's village in Solwezi. In 1945 he 

married for the first time in Kilabo village (Mujimanzovu 

area). He remained there to work in the gardens of his parents­

in-law for 2 years. In 1948 he went back to town and worked 

again as a houseboy in Lusaka and Broken Hill. Because the 

wife of the 'muzungu' (white man) was very quarrelsome, he left 

the job in 1950. During that time his wife had remained in her 

own village (Kilabo). His father wanted him to stay with him in 

his village, so he moved there with his wife. He begot seven 

children. He divorced his wife because she went with other men. 

As his father also had quarrels in the village, they decided 

to go back to Kasempa district. In the same period, Chief 
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Kasempa requested Bena Kyowa people to come back to his chief's 

area. They first went to Kiyumbi village and subsequently 

started their own village, located along the Mumbwa road. He 

took two of his children with him; the others remained in 

Solwezi District with their mother. Jacob married again in 

1967. During that time he was earning money as a labourer in 

the area. He built several poultry houses for wealthy farmers 

in the Nkenyauna area. He built also three decent Kimberley 

brickhouses in his own village and planted, besides the 

traditional sUbsistence crops, some maize and potatoes for sale. 

In 1971 he fell ill. He could not be cured at the local 

hospital in Kasempa (Mukinge), so he went to town and stayed 

there with relatives and went to Kitwe hospital as an out­

patient. In the meantime, his father watched over his goods, 

the Kimberley-brick houses and the garden. His father died in 

1975. His father's nephews were also residing in the village; 

they were, like his father, Bena Kyowa by clan. They regarded 

the village of their uncle as their own village. They did not 

care about Jacob's belongings and houses in the village and 

they did not want him to r€~turn. On the other hand, Jacob 

accused his nephews of causing the death of his father by 

witchcraft, while he was absent. Returning from town, more 

or less cured, he decided not to go back to the village. He 

went to the village of his wife in Kalasa area (Muvumi). 

Their he helped his parents-in-law with their gardens. After 

a short period Headman Muvumi died, and several people left 

the village. Listening to the radio he heard about the possi­

bilities of applying for a farm at the newly opened settlement 

scheme. He applied and was accepted. His wife had a relative 

who also settled at the scheme, so they decided to move to the 

new place in 1978. They carried their goods with them by bike 

over a distance of about 40 km. They depend on some money 

still left to buy some food, and after that, as he explained, 

'Lesa (God) has to help me'. Immediately after arriving, they 

built a shelter of branches and leaves. It was a place to 

sleep and to store their few belongings. It was still the dry 

season (September). His wife collected grass in the valley 

and after some weeks they built themselves a fairly large hut 

of straw. Their temporary house was ready then, when the rains 

started. He plans to build himself a Kimberley brick house 
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next year, when some money is available from selling the 

farm produce. He has started to clear the already stumped 

field with his wife and young children. His plans are to 

cultivate maize, beans, sunflower, and potatoes. As he says 

he likes the place because he can stay here on his own, far 

away from other people and the government helps him to start 

a farm and to earn money. 

Remarks: 

Jacob is a friendly melancholic man. He still feels sad about 

the death of his father, to whom he felt very attached, and 

about the fact that his nephews kicked him out of his village 

and the loss of his good house there. 

His story reflects many Kaonde customs: 

- the mobility of people and the many different villages 

people live in 

the duties a man has to work in the village of his parents­

in-law 

the conflicts around succession questions 

- the labour migration, going up and down to town for several 

years, and the labour conditions in town; quarrels, acci­

dent, illness. 



-288­

CASE 3: ENIA NGANDE - a successful female farmer at Mpungu 


farmers' settlement scheme 


Enia Ngande was born in Mumba village around 1925. By that 

time Mumba was the main village of a group of villages 

situated in a (remote) area along Katobola stream. In 1963 

Chief Kasempa urged the villages to come nearer to the road. 

Subsequently, the village cluster settled near the source of 

the Mpungu river, not far from the road to Kelongwa. All the 

people in the village belonged to the Jehovah's Witnesses 

Congregation. In 1966 the villages moved again over a small 

distance to be nearer the newly opened Mpungu State Farm. 

Most of the villagers were employed as casual labourers at the 

State Farm, first assisting with felling trees, later as farm 

labourer. Enia was married by that time to her cross-cousin 

and lived in Mumba village with her children. She divorced 

her husband in 1968 because 'they couldn't go on together' . 

When in 1969 land of the State Farm was given to individual 

farmers, her brothers in Mumba village got a farm plot and 

also she got a farm plot for her own because she was known to 

be hard working. 

Already within some years, she became one of the best of 

the newly settled farmers. She did not want to remarry, as 

she says: "my farm is now my husband'. She worked hard at the 

farm and did most of the work herself with the help of her 

daughters and unmarried son. She also received much help from 

the farm management and from government officials due to the 

fact that she became a well-known example of how a woman can 

become a successful farmer. They assisted her with the arrange­

ment of loans and with administrative procedures. With the 

farm profit she bought a grinding machine in 1974. A divorced 

daughter came to live with her and the daughter's son, her 

grandchild, who had some schooling, was the one who looked 

after the grinding machine and the maintenance of the engine. 

Being the only grinding machine at the scheme, all farmers of 

the scheme came to her farm for grinding their maize, used for 

local consumption and brewing beer. With the extra money 

earned, she bought a second-hand landroveri her grandson was 

the one who looked after it. The landrover was used to trans­

port the maize yields, fertilizer and diesel oil for the 
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grinding machine. Unfortunately, within a year the landrover 

was total loss. Her grandson had a severe accident, when re­

turning from a beerparty. Accusations of witchcraft followed 

and the relations between grandmother and grandson deterio­

rated. In the same period Enia was accused of witchcraft 

from various sides, because of her good maize fields and 

high profits. People said 'that she was stealing the fertility 

of their soil and putting it in her own field'. Also her 

relations with the farmers committee at the scheme worsened. 

She herself says about this situation 'they don't like me, 

because I always say straight what I think and they don't like 

to hear the truth'. She decided to withdraw as a member of the 

farmer's cooperative and even considered leaving the scheme. 

The farm management offered her a larger plot to prevent the 

departure of a very successful farmer and to appease her. 

In about six years she became by far the largest farmer at 

the scheme with a plot-size of 25 hectare of which 15 ha. is 

brought under cultivation. 

Remarks: 

- Being a woman she is used to working regularly in the garden 

and it is socially accepted that women do all kinds of agri­

cultural work and spend a lot of time on it. The social 

obligations for women to bring visits and to spend a lot of 

time in discussion are not as great. 

- She received help from family members for the arrangement of 

administrative affairs and from her children with the garden work. 

- Because of her religious affiliation with the Jehovah's Wit­

nesses she feels not too much influenced by witchcraft ac­

cusations from other farmers. She goes her own individualistic 
way. 

- There is an accumulation of profit which helps her to start 

new enterprises and to hire piece-workers when necessary. 

- Although enough cash available she still prefers to apply for 

government loans, it spreads her risks to other agencies. For 

each enterprise she keeps her own money box. 



-290­

CASE 4: BIYO TANGA - A recently arrived settler from town 

at the Nkenyauna farmers I settlement scheme 

Biyo Tanga was born in 1922 in Nyoka area (Balonga by clan). 

In 1948 he went to town and he remained there until 1978, when 

he reached the age of 55, and got his miner's pension. 

In 1943 he became a member of the Jehovats Witnesses. 

Since that time he is a fervent member, and he does not drink 

or smoke. In that time there was no school at Nyoka, but with 

the help of the J.W. congregation he learned to read and write. 

In town he continued studying, he acquired a fair command of 

English and followed a train-drivers course. For many years 

he was a train driver at the coppermines. He married a wife 

from Mufwashi area (an area near Nyoka) (her clan is Bayanga). 

In 1977 he heard about the new schemes at Kasempa on the radio. 

Visiting Kasempa he was told that he would receive two hectares 

of cleared land and that a water supply would be provided to 

every four farmers. He also sent his wife to inspect the new 

place and they decided to settle there. Although Chief Nyoka 

asked him to come back to his home area, he decided to go to the 

new scheme. In his home area his pension will be quickly finished. 

As he says, 11 would lose very quickly my few ngwee's, there are 

too many relatives there, I am used to staying on my own; living 

at the scheme is like living in town. I am still strong enough 

to work; I want to farm and to produce things for sale'. 

He hired a lorry to transport his goods from town to the 

scheme and also bought about 60 bags of cement in town to build 

a proper house. In the meantime he employed some young boys to 

help him with building a large temporary house, consisting of 

a sleeping room, a living room with his chairs, sofa, and radioset. 

He goes regularly by bike to Kasempa to buy food. After some 

weeks of being settled at the scheme he complains bitterly about 

the watersupply situation. The Government had promised to install 

a waterpump near his farm, but nothing came of it. His wife h~s 

to walk over 5 km. to the nearest water source, which takes her 

a whole afternoon. If it remains so, he will leave and other 

people from town will not come either, as he explains. (In 1979 

the scheme constructed a handpump near his farmstead.) He thinks 

lightly about farming and feels it is an easy way to earn money. 

He plans to extend his farm quickly and to grow various crops. 
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With the help of pieceworkers he has already started to 

extend his plot. It is his intention to build houses for 

his sons. As he explains limy sons are my successors and 

not my nephews, these do have their own father' . 

Remarks: 

- Due to the 'cosmopolitan" experience in town and his J.W. 

membership he is less bound to old customs and ties. 

He breaks with his old village environment, wants to live 

on his own, and relies more on his sons than on his nephews. 

- Returning from town and used to a better level of services, 

there is a very critical attitude towards the project 

management and the heavy critic on the slow process of 

implementation of services at the scheme. 

- There is a danger for an over estimation of capacities and 

a too lightly thinking about farm work; with the chance 

that savings will be used too quickly and that investments 

will be lost in a few years time. 
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CASE 5: REUBEN NKAMBA - a young well educated farmer at 


Nkenyauna settlement scheme 


Reuben Nkamba was born in Muna village in Mumena area 

(Solwezi District) in 1951. His clan is Batembuzhi (lion). 

His elder brother was educated at the Evangelical mission 

school at Mutanda in the Mumena area. This brother qualified 

as a builder and became a building supervisor in Kasempa. 

Reuben also went to the mission school at Mutanda, but his 

older brother offered to look after his education (and pay 

for his school fees) so he came to Kasempa and stayed at the 

Kasempa Govt. school from 1961 till 1969. He did well at 

school and he also regularly attended the bible school of 

the nearby Mukinge mission. His brother started a small shop 

in Kasempa and Reuben helped in the shop. 

In 1972 he married a girl who had also attended the 

government school - the daughter of a builder who worked in 

the district centre. 

Together with his brother's family, the two families 

lived just outside Kasempa. They started farming and culti ­

vated maize for sale, kept poultry, grew vegetables at a 

streamside garden, and with the help of a loan they bought 

some cows to start a dairy. The area where they were settled 

was fairly crowded and there was no opportunity for enlarging 

the garden, neither was there enough room for herding the cows. 

People in the area complained that the animals ate their maize. 

Both brothers were also active in church life and became 

church elders in the local evangelical church. 

In 1973, plans were made for the new settlement scheme 

near Kasempa, and the Department of Agriculture suggested 

that they should settle there. There would be much more op­

portunity for farming and enough room for the herd. Government 

would help the settlers with a stumped field of 2 ha. within a 

total plot of 25 ha. for each farmer. The government would 

also provide the farms with a water tap, school and medical 

facilities, and intensive agricultural advice with the help 

of Dutch volunteers. 

Reuben and his brother applied, together with a friend, 

who was also in the building business and who wanted to try 

his luck in farming too. 
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They did quite well and had a good profit the first years 

with intensive help from the scheme tractors. Yields declined 

after some years. Much more attention had to be given to 

weeding and the last years there was constant difficulty with 

the tractors, arriving too late to plough. The water supply 

was also a regular problem, and was not sufficient for a good 

vegetable garden. The government did not keep its promise to 

erect a school and a clinic. Altogether, expectations did not 

materialise. As a result his brother accepted an appointment 

in town and Reuben leaves his farm regularly to work as a 

builder at various places in the district. 
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CASE 6: NALIKA - one of the first Kaonde who started cash 


crop farming in the Nkenyauna area. 


Nalika was born around 1920 in Nyoka area. His mother is of 

the Bena Nzovu clan and his father came from a village near 

Chief Kasempa and was Bena Kyowa by clan. His village was 

far from school, so he only went for a short period to sChool. 
In 1943 he became member of the Jehovah's Witnesses and 

learned a little reading and writing. For some years he went 

to the line of rail and there he worked as a farm labourer 

on big European farms. His interest in farming started at 
that time. After some years he went back to Nyoka area and 

married. In the meantime, his cousin, who had received some 

administrative training, got a function at the Native 

Authority in Kasempa. In 1957 Nalika joined his cousin at 

Kasempa and planned to start farming. He got the consent of 

Chief Kasempa to settle in the area and to start a farm. The 

Department of Agriculture helped him to choose a plot with 

good soil and he was registered as a 'peasant farmer'. In the 

field of administration he got the help of his cousin. He 

obtained a loan to stump an area of land and to buy seed. 

After some years, he could pay back his loan and another loan 

was given to him to get a span of oxen. The oxen were used 

for ploughing, planting, and weeding. 

He received much agricultural advice from the agricultural 

department, applied careful crop rotation measures and planted 

maize, sorghum, beans, and groundnuts. Part of the land was 

kept under fallow. Subsequently he extended his farm along the 

nearby stream and started to produce vegetables. Over the 

years he made a good profit and although he did not cultivate 

a very large area, he cultivated his 5 ha. very intensively. 
His cousin bought a car and transported goods for him to the 

Kasempa local market and to the mission hospital. The good 

profit for vegetables and fruits caused him to concentrate 

more on vegetables, instead of a bulk product like maize. 

His younger nephew Kala joined him in 1960, and helped him 
with farming (while working as a tailor at the same time). In 

1965 this hard working young man started his own farm and small 
shop nearby his uncle's farm (cf.case 7). 

Today Nakila is one of the better farmers in the area, al ­

though not belonging to the largest commercial farmers in 

the area. 
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CASE 7: KALA - a prosperous farmer and store keeper 


in the Nkenyauna area. 


Kala was born in Kifuka village in the Nyoka area in about 

1930. As a boy he went to the primary school, but because 

of the long distance from his village to school he did not 

finish it. From 1953 until 1956 he went to town and worked 

at an office in Kitwe. He acquired a speaking and writing 

knowledge of English and he became acquainted with some 

bookkeeping. Financial help from his relatives enabled him 

to follow a course to become a tailor. 

When he returned from that course he did not go back to 

his home area, but he settled with his uncle Nalika in Ka­

sempa. He helped him with farming and became acquainted with 

modern methods. Together with Nalika he started also a small 

shop nearby the road, where he worked part time as a tailor. 

In 1965 Kala started his own farm, on the other side of 

the road opposite his uncle's farm. At that time their 

families had subsistence gardens at that spot. He cleared the 

old sorghum fields and got a loan to cultivate maize. He also 

started a small vegetable garden along the nearby stream. The 

spot was very well chosen. Situated near the main road, good 

red soil for grain crops like maize and nearby a small stream, 

with enough room for streambed gardens and the possibilities 

to implement a simple system of irrigation. 

He quickly enlarged his maize gardens which gave him a 

good profit. After some years he could do without government 

seasonal loans. He steadily enlarged both his farm and his 

shop activities. 

In 1969 he was able to build a very decent stone brick 

house for his family. In that year he got a government loan to 

dig a number of fishponds along the small stream. A furrow was 

made and with a simple system water is guided to the several 

ponds and to his vegetable and banana fields. He made 9 fish­

ponds altogether and three times a year 3 ponds yield fish. 

The fish is sold locally and to the hospital and secondary 

school. After some years he was able to pay back the loan he 

got for the ponds. He enlarged the irrigation system further 

which gave him a chance to grow more vegetables and fruit. 
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Altogether his vegetable garden is now over 1~ ha. First he 

went regularly to the market by bike to sell his produce. 

By 1972 he was able to buy a small truck which serves both 

his shop and his farm. He goes to town once a month to sell 

farm produce as well as to buy supplies for his store. There 

is produce the year round from his farm. Products are: maize, 

groundnuts, sunflower seeds, beans, potatoes, onions, garlic, 

cabbage, tomatoes, rape, carrots, bananas, mangoes, guavas. 

He also made a start with citrus trees, coffee, and pineapples. 

Altogether he has a good profit from his farm and also from 

his shop. He is present daily in his shop to organise the work 

and to do the bookkeeping. He himself is the cashier in the 

shop. Assistants do the selling. At the farm he has a super­

visor to look after a number of piece-workers who do the 

gardenwork and who care for the fishponds. His profit enabled 

him to buy a diesel pump engine to pump water instead of 

using the windlass well. Recently he bought a diesel generator 

for supplying his house with electricity. 

The Department of Agriculture demarcated his farm land 

and the streambed gardens along the river, to avoid disputes 

with his neighbours (cf.Fig.6.4) .His wife is busy with the 

household and does not do gardenwork. His young children, who 

are still at primary school, help him with small jobs such 

as bringing messages to the labourers, collecting farm produce 

for customers, etc. He keeps his car with great care, drives 

it himself, and looks after the maintenance carefully. 

He keeps separate accounts of all his enterprises, so he 

can follow the profit made with his several undertakings and 

different products. Although not a church leader, he is de­

voted Jehovah's Witness and goes to church regularly. 

When necessary he helps his uncle Nalika with the trans­

port of his farmproduce. But further they operate their farms 

independently. Kala's farm is one of the biggest in the area 

today and possesses the most modern mechanical equipment. 

When we look at the history of the two farms (case 6 and 7) 

we can observe that it all started with the cousin of Nalika. 

This man had a good education and a good position at the 

Native Authority. He built himself a house at a well chosen 

spot outside Kasempa. This became the base for the farm of 



-297­

Nalika. He was helped by the peasant farming scheme in 

becoming a good farmer who intensively cultivated a small 

area. Kala joined him, worked with him, and learned farming. 

Subsequently, Kala started his own business, both farming 

and shop keeping. Younger than Nalika, he was eager to try 

and implement more modern methods like a better irrigation 

system, fishponds, the use of mechanical means: pumps, car, 

etc. He very quickly developed his farm with the help of 

government loans for starting new activities. Today he is no 

longer dependent on the government and can switch easily from 

one product or activity to another according to the best 

marketing chances. With his own truck he is able to reach the 

town market and is not only depending on the local market. 

Today, he is one of the best commercial farmers in the area. 
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CASE 8: MUTABA - a retired government officer and today 


farmer in the Nkenyauna area. 


Mutaba was born in Mutaba village, in 1920, which was at that 

time a big village near the confluence of Kafue and Lufupa 

river in the area of ex-Chief Kasonso (today this area is in 

the Kafue Nat. Park). In 1929 Mutaba went to school in Mumbwa, 

about 100 km. from his village. He had to work as a road 

labourer during school holidays to earn some money for his 

school uniform and other costs. In 1936 he reached standard 

six of the primary school by working hard and continuously. 

Subsequently, he went to Lusaka to attend the first course 

given at the Medical school for the training of village 

health assistants. Out of the 24 first pupils only ten passed 

and he was the 10th who finished the course successfully. The 

Department of Health posted him in Ndola and later at several 

places in the Northern Province. In due course he followed 

several medical courses and specialised in microscope work, 

especially in the field of detecting tryponosomiasis (sleeping 

sickness). For some years he worked in Lusaka and was also 

posted in Balovale (today Zambezi). He married a woman from 

the Kasempa area and attended the protestant church. 

In 1948, he came back to the Kasempa area, his home 

district, and he received the task of taking bloodslides in 

the villages to check for malaria and sleeping sickness. 

In 1951 a new dispensary was opened at Kelongwa, a place 

near to a heavy tsetse fly infested area along the East Lunga 

river. He was posted there in charge of the clinic. He had an 

assistant after some time at the dispensary and this again en­

abled him to tour the villages by bike, to take blood slides, 

and to detect sleeping sickness cases in the early stages. He 

liked this work very much: touring the villages and talking 

with the local population. 

In 1956, he was again transferred and became supervisor 

of all the clinics in the district. His five brothers of the 

same village went to work for some time in town. One brother 

started a store near the Lunga pontoon bridge. The other brothers 

became ordinary villagers after returning from town and still 

live in their respective villages as subsistence farmers. While 

posted in Kasempa, Mutaba decided to build his own house out­
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side the Boma from his savings and planned to start farming 

there after retirement. Together with his friend, a builder 

and carpenter, they built two stone houses 10 km. outside 

Kasempa Boma. They chose a spot near to good soils and near 

to a small perennial stream. At that time there were not 

many villages in the area, so they had the chance to locate 

their houses and future farms at a good spot. 

In 1975 he retired from Government service and started 

to give all his attention to farming. The Department of 

Agriculture demarcated a farm for him, near to his house. 

With the help of the capital he possessed with retirement, 

he could make a good start as a farmer. Soon he made a good 

profit with cultivating maize, which enabled him to buy a 

tractor. The tractor is partly financed by the Agricultural 

Finance Company on the condition that the tractor also be 

hired to other farmers in the area. He employs a tractor 

driver for this work. For the farm work he employs piece­

workers. 

He recently extended his vegetable garden along the str~l 

and started a banana and citrus plantation. Most of his pro­

duce is sold at the hospital and at the market in Kasempa. 

He has kept cattle and sheep for some time now too. Instead 

of continuing to grow a lot of maize, recently he changed to 

the cUltivation of other products like potatoes, which give a 

much better price. 

He runs also a fairly large store in Kasempa Boma and he 

bought a small van for transporting his produce and for sup­

plying his store. Mutaba belongs today to the best commercial 

farmers and businessmen in the area. All of his six children 

have had good schooling and fulfill today high government 

posts or are married with high rank~ng officials in the country. 


