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Frank Florian Anno IJpma was born on July 23, 1980, in Amsterdam, 
The Netherlands. In 1998, he passed the final exam of the gymnasium 
at the Rijksscholengemeenschap in Steenwijk. In the same year, he 
started his medical studies at the University of Utrecht. In 2005, he 
completed his medical degree. During his academic training, he visit-
ed Tygerberg Children’s Hospital in Cape Town, South Africa, for a 
research project on the ‘human metapneumovirus’ . After obtaining 
his medical degree, he worked as a house officer (AGNIO) in the hos-
pital De Tjongerschans in Heerenveen. Next to his clinical work, he 
started his research on the ‘anatomy lessons of the Amsterdam Guild 
of Surgeons’ in 2007, under the guidance of prof dr TM van Gulik. 
This research formed the basis of this thesis. In 2007, he started his 
surgical training under the supervision of Robert Pierik in the Isala 
klinieken in Zwolle. He continued his training in 2010 at the Univer-
sity Medical Center Groningen, and in 2013, returned to the Isala 
klinieken to complete his surgical training in that same year. During 
his training, he went to Ghana in 2011 with ‘Operation Hernia’ to 
 improve his surgical skills in hernia surgery. In 2012, he visited 
 St  Petersburg in Russia for research on the world famous anatomical 
collection of Frederik Ruysch in the Kunstkamera. For this project, 
he received a personal grant from the Collegium Chirurgicum Neer-
landicum. In 2012 / 2013, he wrote together with his promotor 
 Thomas van Gulik, a book on the anatomy lessons entitled Amster-
damse anatomische lessen ontleed (see list of publications). In this 
work, they tell the story behind these nine masterpieces of the 17th 
and 18th centuries. This book was presented in November 2013 on 
the occasion of the 20th edition of ‘The Anatomy Lesson’ in the 
 Concert hall in Amsterdam. In that same period, he participated in 
the organization of the exhibition ‘From Rembrandt to Damien Hirst’ 
in the Gemeentemuseum in The Hague. In this exhibition on ‘The 
Anatomy Lessons’, masterpieces of the 17th century were shown 
along with the works of international, modern, and contemporary 
top artists. As of October 1 st 2013, he is working as chef de clinique 
in the Department of Surgery of the Isala in Zwolle.
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